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ADVERTISEMENT. 

npHE Author of thefe Eflays, having 
been led, during a pretty long ftay in 
the Auftrian Netherlands, to inquire as 
well into the antient hiftory as into the 
preferA-iiftate; of '.f&dife- Provinces, has 
thought thkt'jjt •might not be unacceptable 
to prefeiif meie 'Views, though imperfedl, 
of a Country, which of late has much en- 
gaged the public attention. 



CON- 



• ' • 



• • • ••• 



CONTENTS. 

SECTION y^C, 

I. IntroduSiion — — — i 
^ 11. General View of the Hijlory of the 
Aujirian Netherlands ^Jince the 
^S^ of Charlemagne — — ^ 

III. Conjiitution of Brabant — ^ 27 

IV. Aujirian Provinces^ and their Union 

under the Houfe of Burgundy 45 

V. Commerce — — 55 

VI. ManufaBures — — 88 

VII. Cities. — — 112 

VIII. Agriculture — — l-jQ 

IX. Neighbouring States — — i^o 

X. Religion — — * — ig^ 

XI. Letters^ Arts, &c, — a^^ 

XII. Jacoba, Countefs of Haynault 243 

XIII. Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur- 

gundy — _ 271 

XIV. Albert and Ifabella — — 293 
XV. Conclufiqn — . ,^ .^ 308 



SKETCHES 



Sketches op the history 

OF THE 

AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, &a 



SECTION I. 

THE Low Countries, or Netherlands, 
£> named from their low (ituation 
with refped to the higher land of Germany^ 
are enclofed between France, Germany, 
and the, Ocean, Of the feventcen Pro- 
vinces contained in the Low Countries, 
whicli, antiently the rich poffeffion 
of the houie of Burgundy, were after- 
wards more coi^pletely united under thc^ 

, laws of the houfe of Auftria, only the Pro- 
vinces that are included in the Auftrian 
Netherlands belong to the Prince who is 
the heir of Jthofe great houfes^ The Pro- 

. , B • vmce» 



t tKtrents or the hxstout of 

vinces that may be faid properly to compofc 
the Auftrian Netherlands are thcfe : Flan- 
ders, Brabant, Mechlin, Haynault, Namur, 
limburg, and Laixfemburg. ^Getderland, 
and the marquifate of Antwerp, are alfb 
ralikred amon^ iiit Auftrian Provinces: bat 
the marquifate of Antwerp has long fince 
been incorporated with Brabant; and of 
Geld§rland, ihared between four different 
powers, only a ilender and inconfiderable 
part now belongs to the houfe of Auftria. 

Even of thofe Provinces that properly 
compofc the Auftrian Nethei*lands, if we 
^^cept the fmall province of Mechlin, 
which, befides'the city of that name, con- 
tains only a few villagiss, andisencldfed 
-Ml all fides by Brabant, not one province 
:fematns entire, and unimpaired, to that 
family Whofe name they ^bear. France, 
which has added Artois to her ^fonarehy, 
has alfo tdken itito^her dominical a part of 
the adjacent countries* of 'F)aiders,ili;^y« 

nault^ 



hault, Namur^ and Luxemburg. jHoUan^^ 
which has United (eVcUj or more properly 
Vight, provinces iiito her Republic, hail 
likeWife advanced her frontier ihtQ Flafl(^ 
^eirSy prabant^ and liimbiirg. 

The Auftriau NetherlindSi thaujjh thii;^ 
difmembered^ axid though feparated froQX 
I the other .Stiate^ of the Ldw Countri«Ji 
With which they were pnce united^ ^e 
yet on tjiany accounts worthy of re- 
gard lo antient tirxieSi thefe Provincesi 
^by far the moft coiifiderable of the Lo^ 
Couhtries^ and diftinguiihed by their tipii- 
lenciB atjiong the iiations 0f Eutopej we^e 
^the eatly feats of donaroerce and of artsj 
which from thence wi^re trslhfplailted InljO 
Other regions^ In the pi^efent tlcnes^ thou^ 
jieclined.froni.tlieir antient greatnefs, thcg^ 
fiill ^^hibit tb<^ view of a fair and ^ourilhii^ 
^jcountry^ wbofe poptjioufnefs pan fcarce ^ 
equalled in any part in Europe of the lU^ 
extenti and whofe flate, already profper^ 

B Z QUSf 
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ous, promifes ftill to ad\^ance to higher 
profperity. 

' The fituation and fruitful foil of thefe 
'countries, with the induftrious charafter 
of the inhabitants, have in part contributed 
to their flourifhing ftate ; but the principal 
'caufe of their antient opulence, as well as 
of their prefent profperity, is to be found 
in thofe privileges, and that liberty, 
which during fo many centuries they have 
poflefled. In this refpeft the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands merit' particular attention, that ' 
they have fo long preferved a free conftitu- 
• tion, not only in ages when thefe Provinces, 
independent Statds, were governed each 
by its own Sovereign, princes of no exten- 
five power, but alfo in later times, when they 
have become the inheritance of mighty 
Monarchs, who in other parts of their 
wide dotainion have ruled with abfolutc 
^ commantf. 

SEC- 
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S E C T I O N II. 

THE mighty Empire, which Charle- 
magne formed in the beginniilg of the 
ninth century, and which embraced fb 
large a part of Europe, did not long main- 
tain itfelf in the fame extent under the 
fucceffors of that Prince. In the Low 
Countries which compofed a part of that 
Empire, Charlemagne had eftabliflied Go- 
vernors, who with the title of Duke, 
Marquis, or Count, ruled under him ia 
the different provinces. During the reign 
of Charlemagne, and for fome time after 
his death., while the reverence of his name 
lafted, thofe Crpyernors kept themfelves 
within tlje bounds of duty ; But in Suc- 
ceeding times, when the reins of empire 
were flackened in thp l^ands of his feeble 
defendants, and when the Empire that he 
|iad formed was weakened by its divifioh 
B3 into 
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into diftind monarchies, the Governors 15^ 
the Netherlands by degrees withdrew them- 
felves frpm obedience^ and, paying only 
vain marks 0/ homage to, the Kings of 
France and Oermany, aiffumed to them- 
Jelves, and tranfmitted to their defcendants, 
the fovereignty of thofe provinces which 
they Vad before governed only with a dele-» 
gated fway. Thus arofe the Dukes of Bra- 
pant, the Counts of Flanders and Haynault, 
and the other Princes of the Low Coun- 
tries, already in the eleventh cehtury jpoiT- 
leffQd of independent power. 

The provinces of the.NetherUnds, wjhic!^ 
were ^tius formed into fmall aod diftin^k 
rrincipiafities, governed by their refpedlive 
Sovereigns, prefcrved that form for fomc. 
jigcs ; aijd iduring that period wie»e acquir- 
ed thofe Important privile^ges, which have 
Snce remained to the Auftriah tsfetherlandSf 
^he Princes of thefe countries, that thef 
mjflbt^Hc better mawtam ihehr bew ac» 

*- . . • • • 
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quired. authority^ admitted to a (hara of 
their power the Nobles, and the Prelates or 
Abbots, who pofleffed the largeft part of 
the lands. The People, depreifed at firft 
in the Netherlands, as in other countries of 
Europe in that a^, yet icon rofe here into 
coniiderati(^. CoUeiSed in cities, the/ 
betook themfelves to commerce, for which 
their (ituation was £ivourable, and. to ar&s^ 
to which their genius was weU adapted. 
The Princes became feniible of the advan« 
tages that they might derive from the com- 
mercial fpirit of their iubjefls, and encou- 
raged their induftry by numerous privi- 
leges. The People readily admitted the 
princes to a fliare of their wealth; b\|t^ 
whilft they beftowed their richess^ f^cured 
to themfelves in return new i(ranchi(es and 
immunities. Thus by d^rees a free con- 
^i&tutlon was form$d^ The Cities in- 
irrea&ig in inhabitants*^ and not eafily qoo- 
^rpuled by l^rinces yrhok dominions were 
34 oi 



of (mall extent, became as it were fmall 
Republics^ that were governed by their own 
Magift rates, and whofe voice had a mighty 
influence in the State, Liberty fpread it* 
fplf from the Cities into the Country; 
Thie pride of the Nobles was reft rained 5 
the power, of the Prince was circumfcribed ; 
anil the tyranny of the feudal fyftem difr 
appeared fooner in thefe countries than in 
moft parts of Europe. 

The wealth and greatnefs of the Pro- 
vinces kept pace wifh the privileges ac* 
qiiired by the People. . . So early as in .the 
thirteenth and, fourteenth, centuries, whed 
moft nations of Europe, and .England in 
particular, wei;e deftitute of trade or in- 
duftry, contmi^rce and a}^nufa£):ures fion*^ 
riftied in . the Netherlands, and proved to 
that country a plentiful fource of riches; 
Above all, thefe Provinces, now. known 
by the name of the Auftrian Netherlands* 
were .diftbguiflied by their, induftry and 

opu* 
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opulence. Flanders and Brabant were fille4 
with large and crowded citiA^ the abodes 
.of wealthy merchants and ' bufy artifans. 
-The woven fabrics of Louvain, of Ypres^ 
and other cities, employed the labour of 
multitudes, and drew into this country th^ 
gold of diflant nations. Bruges was noted 
for its commerce, and the principal traffic 
of Europe was carried on at its port, 
Ghent furpaffed all the cities of the 
Low Countries in extent and populoufnefe^ 
The riches that flowed into this region 
from the traffic and ing^iuity of the peo- 
ple, were far greater than aiight be con- 
ceived from the rude ftate of Europe in 
thofe j»ge9. The gold acquired by mer- 
thandife was employed in the improve- 
snent of the lands, and Agriculture made 
here its earlieftand moft vigorous advances. 
The Princes of the Netherlands, while 
their power was limited by the privileges 
which they had beftowed^ found their im» 

portance 



portance incrcafe by the fplcndor of thrir 
tcities, and the wealth of their fubjefts. 

Jn the bc^innipg of the fifteenth cen-. 
ttiry, a reihadcabk aera in the hifl:ory 
of the Netherlands, all the Provinces 
of the Low Countries, with a fmafl 
exception, were, from various caufes* 
and by various means, united under the 
dominion of the Dukes of Burgundy, 
a younger branch of the royal family of 
France. Thefe opulent and flourifliing 
Provinces, which feemed to have been 
dcflaned by ifheir Situation to form one 
Monarchy, now united under the, &mfi 
<jk>vemment, formed to the Pukes of Bup- 
gundy the richcft domain in Europe. The 
Court of thefe Princes difplayed a magnk 
^cence that"Wa« laot equalled i^n the Cpufts 
of Kings : ihcir aUis^nee was fought by the 
greateft Monarchs^ and they wei:e often 
able to controul 'the^ |)o^r df the ekka- 
l)ranch of thbit -feraify, the King^ «f 

Francct 



France. Under the Princes of this hou%^ 
the Provinces of the Netherlands, iknit 
together in union, and purfuing their arti 
of induftry, attained to a greater degree of 
profperity thari in any former peripd* 
Their appearance at this time was fo flou- 
Hfhing, that it was likened by a celebrated 
Hiftorian* of that age, to the plenty of 
the Land of Promifc. The privileges oi 
the People, the fonndatioti of their opu^ 
fence, were refpedled. If inftances occur^ 
in which the Sovereign, noW become t 
powerful Prince, may feem to have fhewfi 
foo flight a regard to thefe privileges, thofe 
JiAs were tranfient, and wrought nogreat 
efFefl:, and were compen fated by a general 
pare to advance the interefts of the People, 
The miarriage of Mary of Btirgundy, m 
^he end of the fifteenth century, to the 
^rchduke Maximilian, carried the rich in* 

f PU9^ deCottabei, 
^ heritance 
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h^itance of the Dukes of Burgundy into 
ihe ioufe of Auftria. This houfe, which 
^ad fbrfonae tLtne poffeffed the Imperial 
dignity, but which- had yet reached no 
Jligh degree of power^j acquired a great 
elevatiqa ,from the pofleffion of the . Low 
Countries, which this fortunate marriage 
beftowed ; and having not long after, by 
another fortunate marriage, acquired the 
greaf: Monarchy of Spain, that family 
fuddenly became the firft pow^r of Europe, 
poJ3fefli»g a. greater extent of dominion than 
had belonged to any Empire, fince the 
days of Charlemagne*. Und^r the firft 
Princes of the line of Auftria, Ma:^itpilian, 
Philip the Fair, and Charles the Fifth, the 
Ijow Countries, maintained in their privi- 
Jcgesi continued in a ftate no lefs profper- 
ous than under the Dukes of Burgundy. 

* 'This good fortune of Auftiia gave occafion to the fa- 
mous diilich, 

Bella gerant alii, tu felix Auftria- nube ; 
Nam quae Mars aliis, ferl tibi regaa Venus. 

U 
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If the beginmng of the reign of Maxi- 
milian was troubled by tumults, the public 
peace was foon reftored by the prudence of 
that Prince, The commerce of the Fle- 
mings was extended by the difcovery of 
that New World, 6f which fo large a part 
belonged to their fbvereigns. The glory 
of Antwerp arofe, and furpaffed that of 
'Bruges. , That part of the Low Countries, 
which had not fallen under the dominion 
of the houfe of Burgundy, was gained by 
the Auftrian Princes*. The Netherlands, 
though now a fmall part of a mighty 
Monarchy, yet confiderable by their m- 
duftry and opulence, engaged the atten- 
tion, and often enjoyed the prefence, of 
their Princes. The. Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, who was born at Ghent, viewed 
thefe Provinces with a particular favour, 
and applied his care to the improvement of 

* Utrechty with OveryiTel, and Gromngen, the fove* 
rdgnty of the Biihop of Utrecht. ' 

the 



Jthe Netherlands, which be gladly vi^te^^ 
«^nd whofe natives poiieired a high ihare of 
i\h jQQniidence. 

Oo the abdicatioti of Chai-lei the Fifths 

<the j)Qwerful hoii£b of Auflria was divide^ 

juito two blaqches, ^be Spaniih and thp 

.Q^roiaii branches^ Sj>:lin with the States ia 

^aly ^nd the Indies defcehded to Philip the 

Secpnd* the fon of that Prinoe ; and xh6 

^w Countries were united to this gred^ 

JMonarchy* Auftria, and , the States in Ger* 

many, with the Imperial dignity^ paffed to 

^be brother of Chayle§, the Emperor Fer- 

^dinand, who poflefiqi ajfo ,^ungary and 

.Bohemia, and whofe defcteiidants were de* 

iftined atlaft to reap the fucce^op, thoug}i 

.,diniiniihed| of tbe^LoW Cou^^ries^ 

W^th tt^ reign of I^^^JIp the ^<»xj4 

:fiWW^9^ '^^^f^^rs pf ^tbofeProvmces^ 

j^tfcl^b^ Jowftlhed . fpM^^ in^ the. inya- 

£btt of thofe privileges which fo many 

"Princes bad refpeiS^ed ; |tn inY^fion which 

Wtoughf 



wrought almcsft dbe entire fall of tfaeSpaaiik 

Monaixrhy, whilft it disw manifold cahi^ 

mitres on the Netherlands. The dodrines 

t>f the Reformed Religion having fpread 

into the Low Cbuntries, and the (esrere 

edidrs by which Philip ibught to iiippre& 

this hereby as it was called^ having exh 

xited infiirxed:ions ; that Brince, pnamptcd 

hy a tyrannic fpirit and by religious bigotry^ 

determined to enlarge the bounds of his 

authority in the Netherlands^ and to xe^ 

duce the People to a complianoe with his 

will by force of arms. A powerful anniy 

pa^fied from Spain into the Low Coimtriea^ 

under the Duke of Alva^ a £t inftrument 

of defpotiiin. All the antient privileges 

tOf the ^Brovinpes were then openly vio« 

Hated. NewtCourlisof Jufticewere^ereded, 

and ^Nbblesiwere oondemned byfthattri^^ 

bunal, fidy nom^ the Council of Slood* 

iOdious taxes :were impofed^ said mtn .k* 

vied by .wajfis tepugoaint to thetConffiiv* 

tltnu 
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tion. The tyranny of Spain was intro* 
4uced in place of the mild government of 
the Netherlands, whilft the unrelenting 
Inquifition exercifed her dark and fevere 
perfecution. The inhabittot^ of the Low 
Countries, roufed by repeated injuries^ 
4x>ok up arms to defend their privileges, 
and confpired in a general revolt from the 
-authority of Spain, 

;. Then enfued thofe menaorable wars of 

the Netherlands, in the fixteenth century, 

fo well known in the hiftory, of Europe* 

The fpirit of a people animated with the 

love of liberty, prevailed againft the ty** 

ranny of Philip ; but the event of the 

iconteft was not the fame in all the Pro 

vinces. Whilft the Northern Provinces, 

more, zcaloufly attached to the Reformed 

-Religion,, and determined, to admit no 

conciliation with Spain, formed that con* 

'lederacy from which arofe the Republic of 

Holland ;- JthcdTe Provinces that now com- 

• : pofe 
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pofe the Auftrian Netherlands, with the 
Province of Artois, more devoted to the 
Catholic faith, and gained by the prudence 
of the Prince of Parriia, or fubdued by 
his arms, after a war of twenty years,, 
returned again into the obedience of Phi- 
lip : but, when they confented to obey, 
they ftipulated alfo, that all thofe privi- 
leges, which had been tranfmitted through 
fo many ages, fhould be reftored in their 
full extent, and for the future fhould be 
prefcrved inviolate ; a condition to which 
Philip, now fallen from his pride, wil- 
lingly acceded, A mighty change was 
then wrought in the Low Countries. 
That union which the Provinces of Bur- 
gundy had formed in joining the Provinces 
of the Netherlands into one dominion, 
was diflblved ; and a lading feparation took 
place between the Northern Provinces, or 
the Republic of Holland, and the Southern 
Provinces, which now reconciled to Spain, 
C and 
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and eftablifliing the Catholic religion, bp,- 
gan to be diftinguiflied by the name of thq 
Spanifli, or Catholic, Netherlands. Philips 
having gained this part of the revolted Pro- 
vinces, unwifely diverted the arms of the; 
Prince of Parma from the purfuit of his con-; 
quefts in the Low Countries, and exhaufted. 
in vam enterprifes againft England and. 
France, thofe treafurcs and forces which 
might have been more fuccefsfuljy em- 
ployed to reduce that part of the Nether- 
lands which refufed to own his authority^ 

The reign of Albert and Ifabella fucceed-. 
cd in the beginning of the feventeenth cen- 
tury* The Provinces, which had returned to. 
the obedience of Spain, were for fome time^. 
difmembered from that Monarchy, to form 
a diftinfl: Sovereignty; and the two 
branches of the houfe of Auftria were 
united, to give to this State its Sovereign* 
An interval of peace, during the reign of 

thefe. 
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thefe Princes, compofed a little the ftate of 
thofe countries, convtilfed by long war. 

After the death of Albert and Ifabella. 
' the Catholic Provinces, that had formed 
fh.eir principality in the Netherlands, were 
re-united to Spain, and remained a part of 
that Monarchy under Philip the Fourth, 
and Charles the Second i the laft Princes pf 
the Auftriao Upe that fat on the throne of 
3pain. lender thefe Princes, their fub- 
je6t;s in tjhe Netherlands were not difturbed 
in t;he enjoyment of their privileges ; and 
by t.heir fidelity to their Sovereigns they 
pierited well that diftin£iion : but, wliiMl 
in the poffefljon of their privileges, they re- 
tained a, ftrong pledge of public fafety. Many 
circumflanccs confpired, during this period, 
to reduce the Catholic Provinces to a d,e- 
prefTed and decayipg ftate. The wars^ be- 
gun in the reign of Philip the Second, had 
infliiled a deep wound on thefe countries. 
.In that conteft, their ripheft ^rid mpft,comL- 
C 2 mercial 



jmercral cities had been plundered, matij 
of the inhabitants had carried their wealth 
and induftry into other lands; and w^ea 
this part of the Netherlands, returned to 
the obedience of Spain, and eftabliflied the 
Catholic worlhip, a ftill greater migration 
had enfued. Thcfe difafters were aggra* 
vated by other diftreffes during the reigns of 
Philip the Fourth and Charles the Second. 
Holland, whofe infant republic had ac^ 
quired great ftrength from the Flemings, 
who migrated into her States, now lifted 
vp to mighty power, and gaining an en- 
tire triumph over Spain, after a war of 
eighty years, not only efFeded her own 
independency, but wa$ able alfo to impofe 
hard terms upon the Spaniih Provinces in 
the Low Countries, By the treaty of 
Munfter, the bounds of thefe Provinces 
were diminiihed, their commerce was rs- 
ftrained, and Antwerp felt deeply the jea- 
Jouf^ of her fortmiatc rival, Anifterdam* 

Franpe, 
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France, rifing togreatnefs \mder a young and 
afplring Prince, and intent on humbling 
•thq houfe of Auftria, declared war againft 
Spain, and turned the force of her arms 
againft the dominions of Spain in the Low 
Cojantries^ A flourifliing part of that do- 
minion was reduced under the power of 
Louis the Fourteenth; and the Spanifli 
Netherlands^ fq long haraffed by war, be- 
canae again the fcene of continual \vars, 
kin41e4 by that powerful and ambitious mo- 
narch. Spain, finking and exhaufted, drew 
her Provinces along with her in her fall; 
aiid the ill management of the affairs of that 
kingdom, under weak princes and mini*" 
fters, extetjded itfelf to her States in the 
I^w Countries, where the adminiftration 
waft tru^ed to rulers feeble and unfkilled 
in tJiiR apJfS of gavernrnentf • Amidft thefe . 

com- 

f Doa InigD de Velafbo, Cooftable of Caftilc, ruled the 

Spaoiflt horn Countries for fame time during this period, 

TUs Governor pafftdhiBtifiielAj^ayixigQiitfaeharpfichordy 

Cj and 



22 SKETCHES OF THB -HISTORY Of" J 

complicated difaftcrs, the Catholic Pro-^ / 
vinces experienced a fatal decline. Com- 
mercp and the Arts ' withdrew to (horcs.r 
where they were m6re chierifhed, afld lefe 
difturbed; the Cities, deferted, fheWed 
only in their wide extent the remains * 6f 
their former greatnefs; the People were. . 
difpiritcd ; and whilft the Provinces of Hol- 
land, fornjierly the moft inconfiderable m 
the Low Countries, attained an uncommon 
elevation, the Spanilh Netherlands fell, 
from their antient profperity into aii- 
humiliating wcaknefs and decline. . 

Charles the Second, King of Spain, 
having long languifiled^ died in the firft', 
year of the prefent century ; and with him 
ended the race of the Auftriah Princes who 
had filled the Spanifli thron6. The deafh* 
of Charles the Second gave rife to a war 
that became general in Europe; whilft. the 

and corivcrfing with hiS%>varfk. - To thofe who'wo^c im- 
pertinent enough to trouble hiin with ftate affairs, he was 
accufiomed to by^ diat they had a mM to kill hizn^ 

younger 
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younger branch of the houfe of Auftria, 
that traced back its defcent to the EmperOr 
Ferdinand, brother of Charles the Fifth, 
and that had retained the Iniperial dignity in 
- Germany, aflerted its title to the poffeffioAs 
of the elder branch of its family againfl: the 
houfe of Bourbon, whofe pretenfions were 
fortified by the will of Charles the Second. 
The Spatiifh Netherlands, now uncertain 
what mafter they were to obey, became the 
theatre of a long war, in whic^i Britain, 
with fuccefs and glory to her arms, ftrove 
to maintain the rights of the houfe of 
Auftria againft the pretenfions of France. 
The vidiories of Raniillies, Oudenarde, 
Malplaquet, record the fuccefles of Britain 
at this time in thefe Provinces, and the im- 
portant ferviceis which (he rendered to her 

The treaty of Utrecht, which redored 

the tranquillity of ' Europe, gave the 

Spanifti poffeffions in the Low Countries 

e 4 to 
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to the Germaix branch of the houf? of 
Auftria; and thefe Provinces, no>y taking 
the name of the Auftrian Netherlands, 
pafled under the dominion of the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, to whofe defcendants 
they have fince remained. Under the German 
Princes, this country, which had been 
haralTed during almod two centuries by 
continual wars, has enjoyed the bleilings 
of peace with little interruption. On the 
death of Charles the Sixth, the laft male 
fovereign of the houfe of Auftria, the pof- 
feffions of that monarch defcending to his 
daughter, the Princefs Maria Therela, mar- 
ried to Francis Duke of Lorraine ; the 
ambition of many princes in Europe, and s 
anaong others of Louis XV* King of France, 
3vho afpired to fhare the rich inheritance of 
the houfe of Auftria, kindled a war, that 
extended itfelf to the Auftrian Netherlands, 
and in which Britain, fupporting the rights 
of a magnanimous princefs, coipbated 

again, 
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9gai99 though with lefs fuccefs, the^rmsof 
France In the t^w Countries, The treaty 
of Aix-la-Chap^lle cpqapofcd this war, 
which was of no long continuance, and 
gave to thefe Prpyince^ a tranquillity that 
has not fince been difturbed. By the con- 
tifiuance pf long peace under Charles VL 
and the Emprefs Maria Therefa, combine^ 
with the cares of a more vigilant govern- 
ment, and with that free cpnftitution which 
has been maintained, 9 happy revolution has 
been wrought in the affairs of the Auftrian 
Netherlands. Since the pe?ice of Utrecht, 
but pqiO«e partlculfirly fince the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, even a^idft the hard reftraints 
which the jealoufy or ambition of neigh- 
bouring powers has impofed, this country 
has made r^pid a4yattces to improvement of 
every kind. That languor, which from 
many difaftrous events had overfpread this 
part of the Netherlands, gives way to jl 
rifing ipirit of induftry, that carries Its ac- 
tivity 
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rivity on all fides* The Arts occupy again 
a people noted of old for their ingenuity : 
the Cities affume a niore animated appear- 
ance: Agriculture flourifhes, andCommercc 
I'etumS to vifit thefe regions, her early feat. 
1*0 the Emprcfs Maria Therefa has fuc- 
ceeded her fbn, the Emperor Jofeph ll* 
In this prince, in whom the illuftrious 
houfe of Lorraine, that ruled fo long on 
the borders of the Low Countries, is united 
io the houfe of Auftria, commences pro- 
perly a new family, the family of Auftria - 
Lorraine, The felicity of this country ha^ 
gained no fmall Scceflidn under this mo- 
narch, whofe attention has been happily 
turned towards this antient pofleffion of his 
family; and many fignal benefits' rendered 
to the Aufl:rian Netherlands, have diflin- 
guifhed the reign of Jofeph II. 

SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

THE Aiiftnah Netherlaiids arc cotai- 
pofed of Provinces, which in'antient times;* 
governed each by itsownfovel-cign, formed 
independent States, and poflefTed diftin^t 
laws and a diftinft government. Thefe 
Provinces^ united in later times, under the 
dominion of the fame fovereign, have yet 
retained their original independence on each 
other, ' and prefervcd their particular laws 
andconftitution, acknowledging their prince 
by no other title than that which belongs 
to him as the fovereign of each diftin£k 
State, Duke of Brabant, Lord of Mechlin, 
Count of Flanders or Namur. Though 
the conftitution of thefe States is not in all 
refpefts the fame, yet as tliey have had the 

fame 



fame original, and are founded on the fame 
principles, a general refetnblance may be 
found in the conftitutlou of all* 

Among the Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, Brabant has always held the pre- 
' eminence. The Dukes of Brabant, in an- 
tient times, under the fucceilbrs of Charle- 
magne, feem to have exercifed an authority 
over the Princes of many of the other Pro- 
vinces, from which thefe Princes gradually 
withdrew tbemfelves, as they became more 
powerful. When the Low Countries were 
united under one dominion, Brabant be- 
came the feat of government, and the re- 
fidence of the Sovereign. When the General 
Afiembly of the States of the Provinces was. 
convoked, thefirft place and voice belonged 
to the Deputies df Srabant. In triacing ibme 
of the principal lines of the conftitution oB 
Brabant, we may behold the main lines q£ 
the conftitution of thefe Provinces. 

The 



The great charter of the liberties of this 
Province is named the Blythe or Joyoirf 
Entry of Brabantf; fo nanied becaufe the 
Sovereign, whfen he enters on his. govern- 
ihent, binds himfelf by an bath to goverii 
according to this great chaner, on which 
are founded the happittefs andfecurity of his 
fubj6<Sls. The Joyous Entry may be re- 
garded as a compaft between the Prince 
and the People. The rights and privileges 
ctaimied by the People are exprefled in nu- 
merous articles^ and the conditions are 
declared on which the People . confent 
to yield obedience, and on which the 
Prince is willing to reign. In this great 
inftrument of liberty, the powers of the 
-States of the Province are afcertiined ; the 
ConftitutioD of the tribunals and courts of 
Juftice is determined ; the magiftrates and 
great officers of the State are defcribed ; the 
general rights and franchifes of all the citi« 

f Blyde Inkomfie van Brabandt. 

zens 
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zens arc recited ia many important paitl'- 
eulars ; e^en their exercifes and amufeoxentf 
are not omitted. A remarkable claufe is 
added, that if the Sovereign (hall infringe 
any article of the Joyous Entry, his fubjcfts 
ihall be releafed from fervice and duty un.^ 
til due^ reparation be made +. 

The Joyous Entry was obtained in thofc 
early times, when Brabant, yet. a fcpatatc. 
State, was governed by ijts own princes, the 
Dukes of Brabant : Tome important addi-j 
tions were afterwards gained under the 
Princes of Burgundy and Auftria. The So-» 
vereigns of this State, during a longcourfe of 
ages, have, at thfi beginning of their reign, 
entered into folemn engagements to goyern 
according to the Joyous Entry. Thcfe eii- 
gagcmeuts are made publicly, at Bruffels at 
the inauguration of the prince, andv in pre- 

f The Prince of Orange availed lumlelF of this' privt- 
lege of Brabant, in his declaration t\g^Qft Philip II. 

fence 
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fence of the States of the Province. The 
cerempnies that accompjmjf th^s folenin z&^ 
are fuch as recall to the prince the natural 
equality of, men, and the conditions on 
which a free people are willing to admit the 
rule of a fovereign. 

The States form an eflentialand Important 
part of the conftitution of Brabant, and a 
great fupport of its liberty. The States are 
compofcdof the three orders, the Clergy, the 
Nobles, and the Third Eftate, as it is called, 
or the Commons. Two prelates and eleven 
abbots form the order of the Clergy, which 
is efteemed the firft order in the States. 
The Nobles make thp fecond order. The 
entry into the States is not open to all with- 
out diftindion whoare noble by birth, nor 
is it in the power of the prlhce to introduce 
thofe whom he ennobles into this aflembly* 
The Nobles who enter into the States^ muft 
exhibit proofs that their family has been 
noble during four defcents on both fides, 

and 
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and miift alfo poffefe eftdtci in Brabant df 
a certain yearly value in proportion to their 
rank, 4s Duke, Count, or Baron. The No- 
bles that enter into the States, according to 
this defcription, do not exceed at prefent 
the number of thirty. TheThirdEftate,or 
ikhc ComnicMis, are reprefented by deputies 
chofen from the magiftrates of the thred 
|>rincipal cities of Brabant, Bruffels, Louvain, 
and Antwerp. Thefe reprefentatives are in 
all feven. Antiently other cities in Bra- 
bant have excrcifed their right of fending 
reprefentatives alfb. 

The States are aflembled at Bruffels. It 
is the important privilege of the States, that 
no tax can be impofed, or fubfidy granted, 
without their confent and authority. The 
care with which the conftitution has pro- 
vided, that the gift of public money ftiould 
not be too raflily made, deferves to be re- 
marked. When the Sovereign requires a 
fubfidy, his requifitioh is ^gfented to the 

"^ States 
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States in the relpeftful form of a petitioq. 
The States deliberate ; and the Clergy^ and 
the Nobles, if they g^ve their ponf^nt, con- 
fent in thefe ternos, " provided that the 
Third Eftate fhallalfo confent/* But the De- 
puties of the cities can give no confent, 
till they have colleded the fenfe of the 
cities which they reprefent. For this pur- 
pofe, in each of the three principal cities i^ 
affembled the great Chamber of tl^e City, 
compofed, as at Bruffels, of theMagiftrates, 
of the antient Council, confifting of thofc 
who hay^ formerly been Magiftrates, and of 
the Rulers, or Deans, as they are called, of 
the Communitiee of Arts and Trades, which 
are divided into nine bands or nations. 
To this affembly, which is numerous, the 
Deputies report the requeft of the Prince, 
and the confent of the Clergy and Nobles. 
The Chamber deliberates on this propofi* 
tion, and the plurality of voices decides ; 
though this coniHtution partakes fo largely 

D of 
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of the republican fpirit, that it has fome» 
times been contended, that the confent of 
the Chamber is not duly obtained unlefs the 
«^oices are unanimous. The Deputies make 
their report to the States ; and if the three 
principal cities are ui>animous in their con- 
fent, the fubfidy is granted ; but their com- 
mon confent is required. With fuch care 
the conftitution of Brabant has providedjp 
that the People (hall not be too raftily 
loaded with oppreflive taxes, and that the 
Reprefentatives of the Commons Ihall not be 
too laviih and complaifant in their*grant of 
public money. When the fubfidy is 
granted, it ftill belongs to the States to im- 
pofe and collefl the taxes that are to yield 
this fubfidy ; and thefe taxes are not to be 
impofed unequally, or arbitrarily, but 
fhared among, the different parts of the 
province^ according to a juft and determined 
proportion. . 

Perfoqal 
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Perfonal liberty aud fecurity, a^ well as 
property, are well guarded by the cpuftitu- 
tion of Brabant. - No arbitrary mandate can 
deprive a citizen of •his liberty : his dwell- 
ing is facred: if he is fufpeded of a crime, 
the officers of juftice are not permitted to 
enter his houfe for the purpofe of appre- 
hending him, unlefs two magiftrates are 
prefent. He cannot be detained in prifon 
without juft caufe : within a fhort and li- 
mited ^ace after his confinement, he has a 
right to call on his judges, that they may 
determine whether there are fuf&cient 
grounds for his detention. No foreign ju- 
rifdidion has any power over him. The 
Joyous Entry declares, that no niative of 
Brabant fhall be drawn outof his own pro- 
vince, to appear before the tribunal of ano- 
ther country ; neither can he be tried by 
any other than his natural judges, and thoie 
tribunals, which the laws of Brabant have 
;appjointcd^ 

Dz In 
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The Magiftrates of cities, and the. Ma- 
giftratcs of bourgs and villages, judge In 
civil as well as in criminal caufes. In 
criminal caufes their fentence is final, and 
cannot be reverfed : in civil caufes, there 
lies an appeal to the great tribunal of the 
Province, the Council of Brabant. 

The Council of Brabant, the fovereign 
tribunal of the Province, took its origin 
under the ftrft Dukes of Brabant, and after- 
wards received an ihcreafe of dignity under 
the Dukes of Burgundy. The Joyous 
Entry has by many articles regulated the 
conftitution of this tribunal, which it has 
juflly efteemed of high confequence to the 
liberties of the State. A Prefident, named 
by diftindion Chancellor of Brabant, and 
fixteen Judges compofe this tribunal. The 
undue intrufion of ftrangers is guarded 
againft with laudable jealoufy. The Chan- 
QellOr, if he is not a native of Brabant, 
muft poffefs eftates- of a certain yearly 

value 
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Value in the Province. The other judges^ 
with the exception of two, muft be natives 
©f Brabant. The judges^ in csife of vacancy^ 
are named by the Sovereign, out of a lift 
prefented by the Council of three coun** 
fellors learned in the laws for each judge^ 
and when named are not to be difplaced* 

The jurifdiftion of this tribunal, as ^ 
court of juftice, is exteiifive. All civil 
caufes that have, been litigated before the . 
Magiftrates of cities ind villages, may be 
heard by appeal in the Council of Brabant* 
Many caufes alfo fall under the cognizance 
of this tribunal in the firft inftance; in par^^ 
ticular, all accufation on the fcote of fedition 
and treafon under its varioijs branches. All 
who are of the rank of Noble, Magiftrates, 
Counfellors, and others of the profefHon o£ 
the law^ are fubjedt to the jurifdiftion of 
this court, in criminal as well as in civil 
Caufes. ; The fentence of this tribunal is 
final, and adniits no appeaL 

D 4 But 
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But the authority 6f the Ccnincil of fira- 
. tant is not confined to the adminiftrationof 
juftice. The conftitution haS repofed bji 
important truft with refpe^ft to legiflation 
in this tribunal, which is an intermediate 
power plated between the Prince and the 
People. The States of Brabant do not con- 
cur with the Sovereign in enacting of laws, 
otherwife than by the remonftrances which 
' they may addrefs to him ; but the Joyous 
Entry ordains, that no edift or decree of 
the Sovereign (hall obtain the force of a 
law in Brabant, till it has been examined 
and approved by the Judges of this tribu- 
nal, and fubfclribed by the Chancellor of 
Brabant. Thus the legiflative power of the 
l^rince, already limited by the provifions 
of the Joyous Entry, is ftill further limited 
by the. controul which the conftitution 
has placed in the Council of Brabant. In 
the ediAs of the Prince that are fubmitted 

to 
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to this court, the Judges are bound to re- 
Iped the difpolitions of the Joyous Entry; 
and it is a part of their oath, that they 
ihall fubfcribe no edifl: which is in oppo-* 
litidn to this great charter. 

The Gouticil of Brabant, which exercifes 
this high charge with refpeft to legiflation^ 
in antient times poffeffcd a ftill greater 
power. At the acceffion of the houfe of 
Burgundy, it was ordained, that when the 
iPrince was abfent from the Province, the 
government flvould be vefted in the Council 
of Brabant. The jealoufy which the State 
entertained of the powerful houfe of Bur- 
gundy, beftowed this important charge on 
the Council of Brabant; but that privilege 
has not remained. 

This i^ a faint delineation of the conftitu- 
tion of Brabant, of the limits within which 
the power of the Sovereign is circum* 
fcribed, iand of the privileges (hat the Peo- 
ple 
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pie poffcfs in fome important articles. With 
fucli limited powers governed antiently the 
Dukes of Brabant and Burgundy^ and 
with fuch limitations in later times have 
governed the Auftrian Princes of Spain^ or 
of Germany. This defcription agrees alfo 
in the moft eflential points with the con- 
ftitution of the other Provinces, where the 
Prince binds himfelf alfo, at his inatijgu ra- 
tion, to govern according to the antient 
laws and uCages^ where the States poffefs 
the power of impofing and levying taxes, 
and where the People are in like manner 
judged by the Magiftrates and the Council 
of the Province. Yet it is to be remarked, 
that the privileges of Brabant have been 
more accurately defined, and are more am- 
ply extended, than thole of any • other 
Province* • 

The 

* Strada relates, that pregnant wbmcn frequently pafled 
from the other Provinces into Brabant, that their chil- 
dren 
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The Auftrian Netherlands enjoy the be* 
nefit of that wife conflitution which they 
have eftablifhed and maintained. Governed 
according to their own laws, fecured in 
their property and perfonal liberty, and 
charged only with moderate taxes impofed 
by themfelves, the Flemings enjoy the 
beft gifts of a free conflitution ; nor have 
they caufe to repine, in comparing their 
iituation with that of other countries, when 

dren might partake the more extended privileges of that 
Province. 

Among the particular privileges of Brabant, is to be 
mentioned that noted privilege granted by the Emperors, 
and named the Golden Bull of Brabant, by which it is for- 
bidden to all Princes of the Empire, within or without 
their dominions, to exerciie any jurifdi^ipn over the na« 
tives of Brabant, uidefs juftice fhould be denied by the 
Duke of Brabant. The Council of Brabant was entrufted 
with "die execution of this Bull, and was empowered to put 
to the ban of ^e Empire any Prince who ihould venture 
to infringe it. An article was inferted in the treaty of 
Weftphalia, to corred the abufes that had fprung from the 
G<»ldea Bull of Brabant. 

they 
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they behold around them either nations 
that are fubjefit to arbitrary fway, or na- 
tians t^aty enjoying liberty, ire yet op-* 
prefied Mrith burthenfoine taxes, from 
tirhicjh thefe Province are happily et^ 
empted. 
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S E C T I O N IV, 

FLANDERS, that Province, bywhofe 
uame other nat'ions comnoDnly difiinguifh 
all thofe countries, as they beftow on their 
inhabitants in general the name of the 
Flemifh, is the richeft and mbfl populous 
province of the Auftrian .Netherlands. 
Flanders; noted £or fruitful lands and nu^- 
merous cities, fpreads itfelf into a wide 
und ej^tended plain, that is little interrupted 
by any eminence* The fea, which waihes 
the ihore of Flanders, has reared a rampart 
againft itfelf, in hills of ^d raifed alonjg 
the coaft, and^ as it is faid, continues fUll 
to retire from thofe rich plains, which it 
formerly covered, though in ages beyond the 
reach of hiftory. The noble river of the 
Ssheld, which riling pa .She frontier of 

France, 
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France, takes its way through the Low 
Countries to the ocean, paffes through 
Flanders, and, navigable in all its courfe 
through that Province, wafhes Tournay, 
Ghent, and other citiesf. The Lys and 
other fmaller rivers join their ftrcams. 
...The Count of Flanders, from the power 
labd opulence of his State, held a high place 
-^among the Princes of the Low Countries ; 
thevafl&l,'' and one of the twelve Peers of 
France, and, like the other great vaffals of 
<hat kingdom, often formidable to its So 
vereigas ; conriedcd for the moil .part m 
intimate league with Ehglan^d, whofe afc- 
liance fuppUed many advantages to the early 
indaftry of liis fubjeds. The family of 
Burgundy, which, introduced, into the Low 
Countries in the end of the fourteenth 
ceiitury, with fo<rapid a progrefs fpread its 

f bur EngUlh Poets have not fucccedcd weH in defcribing 

the Schield. One Poet h^s unjuftly degraded , this nohjle 

river, the Thames of thofe regions, by the appellation of the 

' lazy- ^heW, whilftjanother Toet oot more happily has fung 

ofthc**^apid Scheld's defcending wave." 

fway, 
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fway, in little more than half a century, 
over alraoft all the Netherlands, and by 
whofe title the houfe of Auftria has fince 
inherited thefe Provinces, firft entered into 
the Low Countries by the Province of 
Flanders. Philip, the firft Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and the fourth (on of John, King of 
France, having married Margaret, the 
heirefs of Flanders, daughter of Louis of 
Male, Count of Flanders, by virtue of that 
marriage acquired the Province of Flanders, 
and, with Flanders, Artois. Theacceflion of 
thefe rich Provinces to the Burgundies, 
which had been beftowed on Philip by 
King John, his father, in reward of his 
valour difplayed againft the arms of Ed- 
ward the Third, under the Black Prince, 
in the field of Poiftiers, gave a great fplen- 
dour to the new houfe of Burgundy, and 
foon drew ^long a wider dominion. Philip 
tranfmitted his States to his fon John, fur- 
paniedStins-Peur,or theFearlefs, thefecond 

Duke 
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Duke of Burgundy ; a prince memorable in^ 
the hiftory of France by the influence wjbich 
he aicquired in the governmpnt, during the 
troubled reign of Charles the Sixth, when 
the enmity offhe houfes of Burgundy and 
Orleans divided that. unhappy kingdom, 
and prepared the w^y for tlie fucceffes of the 
'Englilh under Henry the Fifth. 

Brabant, fwelling into hills of a gentle 
afcent, prefepts a more diverfified country 
than Flanders, as, m the greatefl: part of its 
extent, it yields little in fertility and po-^ 
puloufnefs to that Province. -The rivers of 
Brabant, the Senne, the Dyle, the Demer, 
on whofe banks its antient cities are built, 
unite to form the Rupel, and pour their 
mingled ftreams into the Scheld, which, as 
it draws nearer to the fea, wafhing the walls 
of Antwerp, divides Flanders from Bra- 
bant. The Meufe, whofe fources are in 
Lorraine, one of the nobleft rivers of Europe, 
and navigable in a long courfe, having vi- 

fited 



(IffKl many Provin^g^, b9^Q4? ^ra^?at on 
the N^rlh, and in pvt Qft |h(? J^'^lt, Th^ 
fliQUf af ?h? Br?b^r»4er? qf qW, or ^he 4ay 
9^ b4«l«t g^ve tp. th^ir X?uke thq title of 
t^e rich Dvtl^e; an appellation tP which hq 
W^ enti^Jled, 9$ w^jil op ^^cp^iU of his rich 
^mefnef , a? on gccownt pf the opylwice of 
hiscitie?.. 

9rab^t raak^? it her hoajft to have beea 
ih* original feaf pf the taily of Charle- 
magne; that migh$y ropntarch, who fpwa^ed 
fq vaft an empire, puit of whqfe ruifls fo 
many kingdoms and pfincipjilitip3 have 
arifen* Under the fufceiTors of Chairle- 
magnp,the Duke? of Brabant for fome time 
fxejrcifed an authority over a large part of 
the lipv^-Cpuntrie?, wifh the title of Dukes 
oftheliPWQrLorrane, ojr Lpthier. The title 
of Duke of l^thi^r, which ftUl remain? 
annexed to Brabant, recalls the memory of 
that antient dignity, Befpre the a^ceflion 
of the houfe of- Burgundy, the houfe. of 
E Lou vain, 
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lyouvain, whofe Counts were alfo County 
jDf Bruflels, gave Dukes tp Brabant for three 
penturies; a race of prince?, diftinguiflied 
as well by their martial as papific virtues, 
tod under wbona weris^ acquired thofe im- 
portant privileges^ that were afterwards the 
ramparts of • liberty againft the powerful 
houfe of Burgundy. The heirefs of 
Flanders, by whofe title that Province wa? 
obtained .to the hpuie of Burgandy, opened 
al£> to that family the .entrance into Bra- 
bant, by her defcent from the Dukes of 
. Brabant. Antony, the fccohd fpn of Philip 
the firft Duke of Burgundy, and fhe brp- 
ther of John, furnamed the Fearlcfs, wasj 
iirft called to the fucceifion of Brabant ; and 
jthe race of Aptony,, who w:as flam at the 
battle of Agincourt, having fooh failed, the 
inheritance of Brabant dievolved to his ne- 
phew Philip, furnamed the Good, the third 
JDuke of Burgundy -, ao able and fortunate 

prince. 



prince, who united the largeft' part of the 

Netherlands under his command^. 
Mechlin, with its fmali diftrid, ftitl 

claims the honour to be a diftihd Province. 

The Lords of Mechlin antiently poflefled a 
wider State, and were ibmetimes formidable 
to the Dukes of Brabant. A remarkable 
inftance of this kind occurs in the twelfth 
century. Berthold, Lord of Mechlin, ta- 
king advantage of the tender years of God- 
frey theThirid, Duke. of Brabant, who was 

X The firft Prince of the family of Louvain was Godfrey 
the Bearded ; fo named from a vow which he had made, 
that ke wppld per^iit his beard to grow, till he had regained 
t^ie antient rights of the Dukes of Brabant* 

There is a whimfical remark, that the number three by 
fome feAdity fwayed the houfc of Louvain, which reigned 
in Brabant for three centuries, an^d^ of whofe Princes three 
in fuccefRon were named Godfrey, three were named 
Henry, and thr^e wpre named Jobn« The laft Trince of 
this family left'alfo three daughters. The cldeft, Joanna* , 
was married to WenceUaus, Duke of Luxemburg, who 
I'jeigned with hci: id Brabant. The fecond, Margaret of 
Brabant, was married to Louis of Male, Count of Flanders ; 
and from that marriage was dqrivcd the title by which the 
pukeiof BurgU9dy c&tered into Brabant. 

. Ez 'yet 
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ytt ad ift&nt in the fiCacSc, invaikd Brah^iittj 
and laid wafte the couotcy arouftd BrulTel^ 
frhe Regent, who gonnerned during the mi* 
iiority of Godfrey, dfew tx)gether the force 
Df Brabant to oppofe theLordof.M^^hlitu 
and a fierce conteft etifoed. When the ear 
gaget»ent had been renewed two days, and 
♦idory was yet in f^fpenfe, the Regent on 
the third day, that lie might encourage his 
troq)S, commanded that the cradle in 
which the young Puke was laid Ihwld be 
brought forth, and fhould be fufpended 
i^rom the boughs of a tree in the fight of 
the two armies. At this fpe^cie, the Bra- 
banders w€re fo animated, that they at- 
tacked the enemy with redoubled i^gour, 
jand gained > complete vi£tory. A vale, 
where ^hrce fountains fpring, not fat -from 
Bruflels, marks the place of this engage- 
ment. Godfrey afterwards, when heat* 
taincd to manhood, made war on Berthold, 
faking the caftles tha^ Jjclon^edto-himin 
' " ' ^ " ^rabaiit, 
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Brfthaiit^ and compdling Berthold t^ eak$ 
ah oath bf fealty; Mechlin annexed to 
Fiihders canaie^ with thit Province, into the 
.hattdi of the Duked of Burgundy. • 

Haynault take* its ninae from the river 
Haine, that waftiep Motxii its capital i i 
country varied with hill and vale> with 
wooi^aad and open lield^ |)lanted with 
many cities dnd nu/perous villages^ »i4 
tmk^d among the mOft fruitful snd pQt 
pUloUs Provinces of the Netherlands. Th« 
CQv»nte of Haynault, Counts i^lfo of Hoi* 
Jftod, .?eland, and Friefland, werje power- 
fill pripjces in that age in which the Dukt^ 
ofBurguntiy entered into the Low*Coun^ 
trle^) and added this State* to their other 
4on:HnioQB« Queen lfk\>el of England^ 
and Edward her ifon, aftqrwardd Edward 
the Third, who^hiftorjr U fo much mingled 
* with that of the Nefih^lands, repairjed to the 
Covurt/Qf Ijaynault^ at the time when the 
E 3 Spenfers, 
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Spcnfers, unworthy fevouritcs, governed 
England under a weak Prince. Queen Ifabel 
obtained here * the fuccours that (he fought. 
The Knights of Haynault, whofe nanies 
and families ftill remain in this country, 
' accompanied Eoward into England, and by 
their arms contributed not a little to over* 
throw the Spenfers, and place the young 
Prince on the throne. During his ftay in 
HayniaUlt, Edward became enamoured with 
the Princefs Philippa, daughter of the 
Count of Haynault; a lady of a Aiartial 
spirit, : whom he took for his Queeii. Af- 
terwards^ when Edward deterniined to fet 
up his title to the crown of France, - and 
undertook thofe wars more glorious to the 
arms of England, than advantageous to her 
State, he fought, by means of the Count of 
Haynault, to draw the Princes of the Low- 
Countries into* his alliance. An Atobaf- 
iador paffed over from England to Hay- 
nault 



Aaultoh that cotxiixiiflibn, in wliote trkin^ 
ias Frbiflart relatei^ irere Englifii Knights 
who veiled one eye^ according to a vowj 
vrhich, in the fpirit of chivalry of that age; 
they had made to theii; miflreifes, ladies of 
England^ thus to keep one eye covered^ till 
they had wrought fome . notable exploit ia 
arms againft France* Edvvard and« his 
Queen often reforted to the Netherlands, 
Tteir.ibns^ Lionel^., by whofe title thfe 
houfe of York claimed the throne of Eng*- 
land in the war of the tyro Rofes, and John^ 
commonly named John of Ghent^ from 
whom fprang the royal branch of Laneaftcr, 
were born in that country* 

The Province of Namiil' is high and 
xnountainouSi yet not unfruitful, and con- 
tains rich mines bf lead« iron^ and other 
metallic and mineral fubftances* The 
river Meufe^ increafed by the Sambre, 
waters this Province, andgivesa commu- 
oicatioh with , Holland and France, The 
£ 4 banks 



banks o^ the Menfe^ rifing^ in lofty and 
ftupen^u^ rocks, HHked^ oi: covered with 
thick WGfods, prefent a wild and romantic 
fceiieiy. Villages climb up the fides if the 
todcs, and caftles arc feen that ire built 
high upon the funuqit df the cliff. Her* 
tuitages and convents^ fuiting well with 
the ^ hide and frtlemn appearance t)f. the 
baffks, prcfent thcmfilvtes in folitacy fpaces; 
Sdtweeh thfefe pi£kutefque fc^ues thfe.Meufe 
keeps a fmooth aiid gentle courfe. The 
^docf fortirne of tbe houfe of Burgundy 
^reW ah advantage from the prodigal hu* 
utiotfrand neceffitids of the Coxmt of Na- 
mur, to gain the pofleflion of that Pro- 
vince. The Count of Namun, the Lord 
of a Province not the moft opulent^ having 
exhaufted bis revenui in vain expences, was 
conftrained to fell Ms principality to Philip 
the Good, with this ftipulation, that he 
ihould retain the fovereignty during hb life. 

. Xiiniburg, 
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Limburg, a land c^f green pafttires, k 
iituated beyond thb Meufe. This Province 
was governed antieutly by its own Dukes. 
In the thirteenth centuiy, the Dukeof Lim»- 
bui^ dying without male iflue, the fuccef* 
lion was cfifputed between the Dukes of 
Brabant and Luxembarg. The chance 
bf war, and the battle of Woring, famous 
in the annals of Brabant, decided in fa- 
vour of the Duke *of Brabant. Solenon 
feftivals, and monuments that ftill remain 
^t Bruffels, celebrated this gr^t vidtory, 
which gave a large acceffion to Brabant. 
A Poet of that age and country dedicates 
his poem, entitled The War of Woring, to 
a Princefs of England, daughter of £kl- 
ward the Ift, raarriefd to John the lid, 
Duke of Brabant, that m learning the 
FiemiiK language, as he expfefles himfelf, 
ihe inight alio become acquainted with the 
gallant ^eeds of t^at fsimifyinto which 
flK-had^ntcYod. Sinc^ that time, thePro^ 

vince 
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vince of Limburg, though it retaiiu it$ 
diilia^ aifembly: of States^ has t^maincd 
ilriftly united to.Brabanty aad the priyile.«* 
ges of the Joyous Entry have been aiikfc 
-extended to both countries* Limburj; 
paffed with Brabant under the Iway of the 
houfe of But-gundy* 

Luxemburg is the moft . extcniivcj but 
theleaft fruitful, and leaft populous. Pro- 
vince iof .the Auftriah Netherlands ; pre* 
.fenting' in its . wide bounds;, many rudte 
mountains, under wliofe fiirface are yet 6onr 
cealed valuable mines. The feudal vaffalagQ, 
and the tyranny of the great Lords, remaift- 
ed long in thisProVmce,: not happily iitud* 
ted for commerce, and containing few krge 
.cities. The Mofelle, whofe banks; fup- 
'ply the only vineyards that are found in 
the Netherlands, waflies the ' ProvitKte 
of Luxemburg. The Ardennes, that grdat 
foreft, which formerly from the banks of 
•the Mofelle extended itfelf over the Ix>W- 

Countries 
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Countries as far as to the fhores of the 
Ocean, and of whofe woods there are ftUl, 
many remains in thefe regions, retain their 
antient name in the Province of Luxem^ 
burg,, and overfpiread . a great part of its 
extent. The Ardemies* gave the firft title 
to the Princes of Luxemburg, who antiently 
were ftyled Counts of the Ardennes. Among 
the Princes of Luxemburg is renowned 
that Prince in the fourteenth century, by 
right of marriage al£i>King of Bohemia, who 
fought againil the Englifh in the field of 
Crefly. Froiffart relates of this Prince, 
that, having loft his fight, he commanded 
his Knights to lead him into the hottefl 
part of the combat, where he might be 
fure' to ftrike a blow with efFeft. His 
Knights obeyed his commands, faftening 
together the reins of his horfe and of 
their own hor&s, that they might not be 
feparated from him by the croud* When 
the fight was ended, the Prince, who 

had 



h^ advanced fat iAto the EnglHh rank^^ 
was found lifele& oii the fieM, with his 
band of &ithful Kntghb flaiii ardnnd 
him, the reins of their horfes ftill fattened 
togetheh The houfebf Luxemburg attain- 
Ttd afterwards &>. great confideratlon in 
"Germany* Among the illuftrious feimilies 
Df Europe, whofe Princes were advanced 
to the £mpire, from the failure of the 
race <>f Charlemagne, till the imperial 
crown became as k ^cre hereditary in 
the family df Auftria^ the houfe of 
JLuxembung form* o»e dynafty. The Pro- 
vince of Luxbmburg came to the fafnily 
« of Burgundy from the ceffion of its fove^ 
reign Elizabeth. That Princefs^ affailed by 
lier kinfmen. Princes of Saxony, who 4if» 
puted her title, and unable to maintain h^t 
dominion, transferred her rights to Philip* 
the Good, who was better able to iupjpMt 
them* A revenue was Hipukted by Eli^a* 
beth, as the price of the ce(iion of hoisr 

State •, 
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State ; Imc the Puke of Byrgun4y did not 
^uly fulfil his engagements tp this Princcfs^ 
who retired tQ Triers, where ihe ended her 
life in great obfqurity* 

Gelderknd ean fcarc^ he accpuqt^d 311 
Auftriart Province. Of th^t UrgQ cpuptiy, 
watered uy the Hhine an^Meufe^ and with 
which i? incorporated Zutphen, alfo one of 
the Seventeen Provinces, only a fmall diftrift 
in the higher Gelderland, containing the 
city of Ruretnond, belongs to the houfe 
ef Austria. Gelderland, laficrftfaele Pro* 
yinces, fell unde^ the power of the houfe of 
J8urgundy, annexed by Charles the Bold, 
fori of Philip the QqoA^ The title ^by, 
which this Province was acquired, reflefts 
honour on Charles the Boldf Arnolds 
puke of Gelderland, that he might (hew 
his gratitude to that Prince by whom he 
had been relieved from jthe perfecution of his 
iionatural ion Adolphus, by his^ will her 
flueathed Gelderland and Zutphen to 

Charles, 
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Charles, excluding Adolphus and his de« 
fcendants from any part of the fucceflion. 
The fbn of Adolphus did not tamely fub« 
mit to a will, by which he was excluded 
from the patrimony of his anccftors*. 

A remarkable diflindion prevails between 
the Provinces of the Auflrian Netherlands^ 

* The fiftccptl^ century, m whip|i tl|e Lpw-Countrics 
were <jiraw0 into one dominion by the houfe of Burgundy, 
is menipniUe in Europe by the unioa of Pnndpalxties, an4 
the aggra^difem^ of Monarchies. t*he different Kin^* 
dotns in Spain were then united into one powerful Mo» 
narchy uqder Fer^aud and I&bella : the great ficft o| 
France were annexed to the crown by Lbuis the Xlth and 
Charles the Vlllth : the houfe of Auftria, that reaped the 
fruits of the punbition. of the Duke? of Burgundy, and of 
the'policy of Ferdinand the Catholic, completed the fabric 
of it$ greatnefs at the clofc of the century. Europe, which 
had been divided into fn^l Sovereignties, fi^ce the fall of 
the empire of Charlemagne, now formed into great Mo- 
narchies, afliuned a new appearance. The fall of the 
great Bacons, m f he war of the two Rofes, g;|ve (>ccafi9n to 
Henry the Sfcventh at this time alfo to enlarge the regal 
power, and to advance England nearer to an equality with 
the great Monarchies that arpfe on the contipent. 

The afpe6^ of Europe in the eighteenth century may be 
thouj^ to indicate the aggrandifemen^ of the powerftil 
Monarchies, and the diflblutipn of the imailer States. 

that 
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that fbme are properly Flemiih, i^hile 
pthers are known by the name of Wal« 
iopn Provinces. The difference of Ian* 
guage gives rife to this diflindion. The 
Walloon tongue, which is fpoken in the 
Provinces that bear that name, efientially 
difierent from the Flemifh language^ 
^ken in the other Provinces, is that an* 
tient French language, which aroie out of 
the ruins of the Latin tongue in the age of 
Charlemagne, and was fpoken in France, 
as well as in the Wallocm Low-Countries, 
in the ages fucceeding the reign of that mo- 
narch. This old language was named-Ro* 
mance, or Gaulois ; an(l from the word 
Gauiois, corrupted into Wallois, has arif^ 
the name Walloon.- Whilft France, by 
gradual refinement, has improved the old 
Gaulbis into thW fofter and more el^ant 
tongue, which is now fpoken in that. king* 
^om, theWalloob Provuicesin the Low* 

Countries 



jPouotn^t have retame4 dbeir ai)tk«fe 
hagaz^ty roow rudoi- ba( ia its xudenefs 
bold and •Migctie* 

.^ Hayuaul^ aj^dNamur^ with Artc^, 1109 
BQ longer an Aufbriaa Pro.vittcot oomfoik 
the Wallowa Gauntry, The Walloon 
Qiimo and langnaga are alio extended into 
the adjacent diflrtiSks of the ueighbouring 
Provinces. A large part of Brabant, where 
that Prdviiice borders on Haynault and 
^amur» is nan^ the Walloon l^rabant. 
The affinity of language feems alfo on fbmc 
0ccafions to have wrought a nearer relation* 
In the wars kindled by the tju-anny of 
Pliifip the Second^ the Walloon Countries, 
iQore attached to the antient redigipn, firft 
fepacated themlelves from the other Pro*. 
vinc^9 and, embracing the terms propofe4 
by the Piince of Parma, were reconciled to 
%aia. The Walloon troops, drawn from 
Provinces where xrommer ce was lefs gene- 
rally 



irally praftifedi and whole territory, border* 
ixig on France, h^ often been the feat of 
War, were noted for their martial fpiriti 
and compofed afterwards the flowtr of 
the armies of j^hilip^ 



> 



t SEC" 



f$ St:E'PCBM9 OF TKB > HirpQiltr €XF 



SECTION V. 

AT Bruges, and at Antwerp, are ftiU 
to be feen the monuments of that ancient 
traffic which flouriflied in thofc cities. 

While the Flemings, poflfeffed with a 
commercial fpirit, and encouraged by their 
Princes, were led to trace the feas at aii 
early time, that induftry which foon grew 
up in their country, with the proteftioii 
that was beftowed on traffic, drew alfb the 
traders of other nations to the fhore of 
Flanders*. Bruges in the fourteenth cen- 
tury 

* The early attention of the Princes of this country 
to commerce, appears from many inflances. In the ele- 
venth century, the Duke of Brabant waged war with the 
Count of Holland, on account of a fortrefs^ which the Hoi* 
lander had built on the banks of the Meufe, where Dor- 
drecht now flands, by which the traffic of the Brabanders 
with Britain was obftnided. In the twelfth century, Henry 

the 



tury was. the principal |nart of Europe* 
The fortunate fituation of that city con- 
fpired with other icircurpii^nces tp render 
it the center of conamerce in \\{zt agf. 
The merchants of Venice depofjted aj: 
Bruges the rich cpipmodities of Italy ancj 
the Levant, wjiile the traders of th^ 
Hanfe Cities tranfported thither the ruder 
produfitipn^of the North. Bruges holding 
a middle place between l;he nations of 
Northern and Southern Europe that firf^ 
applied themfejyes to commerce, and fup* 
plying 2l free port, the traders from Jt^ic 
fliorcs of the Baltic, and the Mediterra- 
nean, chpfe rather to ftore their raerchan- 
dife in the warehoufes of Bruges, than 
to undertake long voyages in an age in 

tticFirft, Duke of Brabant, obtained for the merchants 
of his country an exemption from duties through the courfc 
of the Rhine, and afterwards through ail the bounds of 
Gf^r^any. The Cpunts of Flanders, in their treaties 
with England, feldom failed to flipulite artidei favourable 
to the commerce of thekfubje^b* 

F 2 which 
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\i^hich navigation was as yet fo imperfei^. 
This city attained its height of commercial 
fame under the Dukes of Burgundy* 
JMoft European nations had at that time 
their Confuls refiding at Bruges, where 
the houfes are ftill (hewn that they inha- 
bited- In the end of the fifteenth trcntury, 
when the Low-Countries firft paffed under 
.the power of the Auftrian Princes, the 
peace of Flanders being much fhaken by 
inteftine tumult, Bruges began to decline, 
and the feat of commerce was tranfported 
to Antwerp. That city of Brabant, aug- 
mented by the decay of Bruges, an^ 
happily feated.on the banks of a navigable 
river, whole deep and capacious bed fup- 
plied a port for veflels of the greateft bur- 
den, fbon became fo eminent in trade, and 
attrafted fo much the refort of merchants, 
that, in the phr;afe of a writer J of that 

J Gtiicciardini, 

... age. 
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age, Antwerp, where all languages were 
fpoken, feemed to be the common city of 
all nations. The Scheld was covered with 
, numerous fleets, that kept their courfe to 
this celebrated port; and the multitude of 
fliips was fo great, that veflels were long 
detained, before they could Approach to 
the quays to difchargc their rich freight. 
A New World added to the Old incrcafed 
the commerce of this city, which fupplied 
the principal articles of traffic with the 
new-difcovered regipns. The EngliHi, who 
in that age had made only feeble eflkys ia 
commerce in which they have fince (b 
much excelled, and whofe fhips fcarcc 
vifited any ports belides thofe of the Ne- 
therlands, had eftabliflied a faftory.at Ant- 
werp. Thofe quays and canals fb fitly 
pdnftru£ked for trade, that exchange which 
gave to Jjondoii the model of a like build- 
ing, and that n^agnificent ftru(aure built 
for the receptipn of the Eafterliugs, fo the / 
F 3 merchants 
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merchants from the Baltic were named/ 
Recall to membry the ancient pride of this 
commercial city. 

The reign of the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth was the sera of the fplendor of 
Antwerp. The inaufpicious reign of 
fhilip the Second wrought a fatal change* 
Pillaged by the Spanifli foldiefy, befieged 
afterwards by the Prince of Parma, and de- 
ferted by fpany of the inhabitants when 
Reduced by the arms of that Prince, Ant- 
werp declined faft, and by h6r decay added 
to the rifing greatriefs of Amftefdam. But 
the entire overthrow of the commerce of 
Antwerp was referved for the reign of 
Phiirp the t'oiirth, and the treaty of Muii- 
fterl In that treaty, Holland, triumphant 
in armg, gave the law ; and that republic^ 
now beholding thefe Provinces from which 
ihe was feparated with the eye of a jealous 
and imperious rival, aiid afpirlng to lecute 
"to her ovvn ports all c6jiifti"ef6fe4nthe L*ow- 

Countrie3, 



Countries, extorted this 4X)nceffion fr6m the 
weaknefs of Spain, That Antwerp, whoic 
competition §ie 4roaded, iSioulcl no longer 
hold any comoumication with the Ocean 
by the navigation pf the Scheld. Thus the 
Jboafted port of Afltwerp j>eras rendered 
vain: the numerous braiKhes by which 
the Scheld difcharges itfelf into the fea, 
feized to the fole dominion of Holland, were 
no longer open to the veflels of other 
nations, nor gave to ^ the (hips of Antwerp 
^ pafiage to the main. The commerce df 
this gity, langijifhing before, was now at 
imce e!xtingui(hed ; her exchange was for- 
saken, her warehoufes were empty ; and the 
-Scheld, -formerly vifited by numerous fleets, 
now wafted no other veflels to her port, 
befides trading barks from^ the rivers and 
(:anal$ of Holland. 

This fall of Antwerp gave a mighty blow 
to the 'Commerce of the Auftrian Nether- 
lands; yrhilfl: 'Holland,^ remembering the 

': ' ?4 antie 

n 



antient cdA^xky of Bnages, .ntnided zilk 
berjealouijr to that city. The calamities 
tiKtt enfoed, and the weak go?enimenc of 
Spain^ added to the decline of trade. The 
commerce of the Flemings, which had been 
& flourifhing under the firft AMfiriao. 
I^ri^ces, fu^k almpfl entirely .at the cloie 
of the iaft. centniy, under the laft Prince^ 
of that houfe. whp lulled the throne of 
%aip. :, 

Since the ibvereignty has been trani^. 
ported to the Auftrian Priades of the Ger- 
pian line^ the commercial fpirit, though re* 
prefled by many; difficulties, ha$revhred 
by flow de|(ree$. Not long after the- a^- 
f;eflion Qf the Geri^an Sovereigns' an at* 
fempt wa§ made to animate the languiibing 
$C^c of th)s country, . by opening a trade 
t^ the £aft Indies ; an4 ^ company was 
fii^^e^at Offend, Xhfi principal port of the 
j(^u^an l^'knders, by the authority of the 
texpcrial* Qourt, for. the purppjfe of prpfqr 
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putmg-thstt <3dmsQerce. : The jcateufy ofi 
fiollaiidy iafiidng into Englaiid and ptherl 
p^tbn^ a^lrke.jealoufy- of dxe{ Company of- 
.Qftend, defeated this uiKdertaking in* iii* 
infancy, and excluded the Catholic Nethei^. 
lands fmqi^ alf commerce with thaf Afiatic 
legion, ;^hich tO; Holland, herfelf . Ka4 
opened 4uch ftores of.wealth* Though^ by 
thi^ excluiion^.a new reilraint wa$ added to 
f:he former reftraints imposed on trafllq^ 
yet the natives of the A^ftrian. Provinces, 
i^ajaying the fweets of long peace, and 
aided by a more adive Qovernment,. bav^ 
fought, to avail themfelvesof the advaub^e^ 
that ftill renjfin for the profecution of 
fommerccm Inhabiting a fruitful region, 
whofe coaft is walhed by the Ocean, and 
^hich^ formerly abounding in mannfacv 
(urcs, is yet not dcftitutc of them, th^jr 
havd thought that they might juftly afpire 
tp partake, in fome. degree, the benefits of 
tr^l&c^ although the competitioda of many 

powerful 
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powcrfol naHons, who, fTrice the declen- 
iion of tliis^ country, have entered into the 
tarfeer of commerce, . forbids them ever to 
aipire to th^t eminence which they for-^ 
rnerly poffcfled. 

But the.progrefs of commerce has been 
chiefly forwarded by the cares of the pre- 
fent' Sovereign, and by the events of his 
Tbign. When this Prince fucceeded to the 
€overeigtity, "the Auftrian Netherlands 
enjoyed a profound peace,' while the com^ 
tncrckPPowers in their neighbourhood were 
engaged in fharp war. This favourable 
moment was tiot loA. The refpeft that 
was paid to the Imperial colours, while the 
flags of other nations were molcfted, en- 
*cotiraged the FJemings to engage in more 
txtenfive enterprifes of trade. At the fame 
^ime Oftend*was declared a free port. The 
Veflels of all countries were induced to carry 
*thl5r metchandife to this port, which be- 
came a ftaple • of commerce ; and a large 

part 
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part of the traflSc df-fhfe' nations thtft wejte 
nt war^ was carried 6a under iittpei?itfl Cft- 
16urs, and by the po^t 'of Ofteiid. ^fhb 
harbour <jf that city was eftkrged, thbt it 
might contain the numerous veffels by 
which it was vifited; and thfe W^fe 'tve* 
e^^tended, that habitations might be foufl4 
for the numerous -ftraiigers whiD drouded 
thither from all parrs. 

From this favourable eonjunflure ^ great 
advantage has accrued to commerce. - 
Though the war which eng^iged the rieighi- 
'bouring powers has now ceafed, yet thit 
'traflBc which the fhore bf ^Flailders had *fttt- 
tra£led during the continuance of the'vwc, 
has not difappeared- The minds of men, 
turned to mercantile purfuits, and animatcfl 
by gain, keep on the feme courfc* Oftcnd, 
though now lefs reforted to, yet retaining 
the privileges of a free pbrt,*contains nume- 
rous fhips in her harbour. The. traffic of 
the Auftrian Netherlands embraces a wider 

fpherc* 
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rfphere. ' A . commercial intercourfe is 
bpched with the American States, whofe 
ftrkde 1$ no longer confined to Britain. If, 
hy the jcaloufy of Holland, the Flemings 
'have been excluded from^ a diredt commerce 
tvith Che Eaft ltidies,:yef Triefte,* fituated 
ia the dominions of their Sovereign, on the 
Gulph of the Adriatic, affords an opportu- 
nity of trading from .that port to the rich 
icoafts of Afia/ The; Ihores of Africa are 
aKq vlfitcd hy tjte Blips of this country ; 
^d th^ Flemings purfue on that Coaft the 
i^iHhe unhallowed traffic, ' which other Eu- 
ropean nations ' have fo long pra£tiled with- 
out fcruple. 

. Whilft tra:de has advanced in the Auftrian* 
jprovihces, ^J^d has gathered ftrength from 
,tiie"«icouragement of the Sovereign, the 
;in!iabttants have called to mind the benefit 
ihat their country formerly derived from 
'the Scheld,: and.feel fenfibly the difadvanr 
tages liiatarifeifrotn the obftrufted navigja- 
■\'''' tion 
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tion of that river. The flibres of Flanders, 
on account of (hallows and banks of faud, 
are dangerous to the mariner. Sluys, the 
ancient port of Bruges, yielded up to Hol- 
land, has long been loft to thefe Provinces. 
The port of Oftend, little known when this 
country was in moft profperous ftate, but 
now the principal port of Auftrian Flan^ 
dcrs, improved with much labour and ex- 
pence, is yet liable to inconveniences that 
it may not perhaps be pradicable to remove. 
While commodious ports or havens are thus 
wanting, the Flemings have recoUedled the 
advantages of that river, which admits the 
veflels from the ocean by a fafe entrance 
into its bed, and which, in its capacious 
channel, fupplies to Antwerp almoft the 
nobleft port in Europe. Above all, the citi- 
zens of Antwerp, who behold the full and 
deep current of the Scheld gliding by their 
walls, and who from their towers defcry 
that diftant fea to^ which their ihips are 

not 
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not perq&tl:te4 to appmacb) have t cgretted 
. t\x^t boad^e ^n which their city has beei^ 
fb Jong kept hy tbearticle? of a treaty too 
r^WQUS, add h?ive flattered . themfelves 
wifh- the- hope, tb^^t the fan^e Prinoe who 
has been able to open to bis fubjeds ia 
Germany and Hungary the n^vig^tipn of 
the 'Danube, pightslfp be able to regain to 
his fubj.eds in the Lpw^jdountries the free 
navigation of the Sebel4. , 

The IRxnperor has not bec,a unyvilllng tp 
fecond the defires pf his FJemJfh fubje(3t& ^ 
and the attention • of Europe . ^has been 
turned to the exertions jnaade by this Prince 
to obtain the n;gLvig&tj,on of this imppr tant 
river. The effprts of the Sovereign in this 
inftaoce Mve jaot be^n crpv^ned with fuc- 
cefs^ md Ant>yerp has fallen frpm the 
hop.ea which ^e ha^ ,conceived. A more 
fortunaibe coiij-uiidure toay arjiye, when, 
aduatedby mPKo lj^)C3,l,pirincipJes of com- 
(oercp^ pr prg/J^djb^ tj^e voice of cpka^fpiring 
. . nations 
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nations to whofe arcefi tlie Sdield is no^ 
deoiedy and ie& fuilam^ hj' a powerful 
inonarchj, Holland may be ^ more eafiljr 
deterrfained to relinquiih a right, Icfs pro- 
^t^ble to her own Republic than detriment 
tal to the Auftrian Netherlands, and when 
an antierit and noble city niay be reftorcd 
to thofe natural benefits of which it has 
been fo long deprived. 

While trade fuffers an obftnidion from 
the want of commo£ous ports, other cauies 
may alfo be noticed, that have been detri«^ 
inental to oommerce in thefc countries, and 
by which its progrefs may fiill be retarded. 

It is to be remarked, that the power of 
impo(kig duties on all imports and exports 
in the Auftriaii Netherlands, is a prerogative 
belonging entirely to the Prince-; as the cuf- 
tom-dutieS are appropriated entirely to the 
revenueof the Sovereign, of which they mikd 
^o inconfiderable part. This high prerogative^ 
which it feems not eefy io reconcile «ithe« 

with 
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with the free ipiritof the conftitution^ of 
with the interefts of commerce^ unknown 
in more early times, was firft afiumed under 
plaufible pretexts by Philip the lid, not 
long after that reconcileoaent took places 
by which the Catholic Provinces confented 
to return to the dominion of Spain. The 
States of the Provinces^ and particularly 
the States of Brabant, remonftrated againft 
this power aiTumed by the Sovereign ; but 
their remonftrances did not prevail. Philip 
did not defift from the exercife of this pre* 
rogative, which, t ranfmitted to his fucceffors,, 
is at length become inherent. in the Prince*, 
The bad efFedls that may refult to commerce 
from the indlfcreet ufe of this powcr;^ 
may eafily be underflood. Valuable branches 
of commerce, that fuftain" little prejudice 
from moderate impofitions, may be entirely 
loft when they are fubjefted to heavier 
burdens; and while a prince, by unwifely 
increafing the cuftom-duties, feeks to aug* 

ment 



^nt his revenue, the fountaia itfelf from 
which wealth flows into his treafury, as 
t^ell as into his country, niay be entireljr 
Aried up. This truth has not always beeii 
WeU underftood by the Auftrian Priiices, re* 
fiding at a diAance from the Netherlands^ 
and little acquainted with mercantile af« 
fairs ; and the decline of commerce, under 
^e Spanifh Princes in the laft century^ 
may he in fbtne part afcribed to the inju« 
dicious exercife of a prerogative, by which, 
Comnoercc is fubjedled to the will of tht 
jnonarch^ A better exercife of this prtt"* 
rogative may be relied on in the hands of 
the present Sovereign, who has vifited his 
Fiemifh States, and who, to an attention to 
advance their trade^ has added a jufl difcerq* 
ibent of the principles of commerce ^. 

' Internal 

* An tmperlal tii& that has Ut^y hcefx the fubjed of . 
political diicu^ons in Britain^ and by which high duties 
are trapofed on £ng^ merchaadife tmported into the 
Auftrian Netherlands, affords a proof of the controul which 

G the 
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Internal commerce is neceffary^ to the 
fupport and growth of external commerce. 
The interior commerce poffefles here fomc 
advantages that facilitate its progrefs : in 
particular, it draws much benefit from that 
cafy communication, which is maintained 
by thofe numerous canals, which in this 
puntry are of fuch antient formation, and 
Ich England has begun fo lately to imi- 
tate. Yet there are reftraints alio, that, em- 
harraffing the internal communication, are 
J)rejudlclal to trade. Such are thofe re- 
ftraints that in many cities and diftrlfts arifc 
from exclufive privileges, of very old date, 
granteiJ to certain ranks of men, who have 
the fole right of tranfporting goods by land, 
or water, within certain limits. Such arc 

the Sovereign exercifes over die Flemifh commerce. Charles 
the Firft would willingly have aiTumed the fame authority 
over the cuiloms in England, which Philip the Second ac- 
quired in the Catholic Netherlands. The Parliament of 
England fucceeded better than the States of Brabant in 
Vithftanding this pretenfion of the Prince. 

alfo 



idfo th^e(lr4int;s^ that arife from, thoie 
numerous offices erefted for the. gathering 
ief duties J and from that repeated vifitation,- 
vexatious to the trader; to whidh.his mer^ 
chandife is fubjefted in its paflage from 
place to place; ^hls eriibarraflment arifes 
in a great degree from the cbnftitution of 
this country^ ^herc the Provinces, former- 
fy feparate principalities^ ftiU keep their 
independence, poiTefling each its di(lin£fc 
reyenii^^ and impoiing and collecting iti 
diftin^l taxes ; where the trader of Flan-i 
dersi who tranfports his merCUafadife into 
Brabant or Haynaultj now under the do- 
minion of the fame Prince, is fut^eCied t6 
the payment of frOtttier-dutiesi as ahtiently 
when thefe Provinces were governed by 
diftinft Princes. The internal communi- 
cation is likewife much iateri-upted here^ 
hy the interpofitidii 6f the doisiinions of 
the neighbouring States^ which in many 
Q i J>art« 



fim life ftnlch k»eilft»ted ^tk th9^\iMm 

f»i^6d th thb 4o^btiyi iA the fagfe bf ki 
Q>Iehclbr^ tttucb (br^kt^ tllofb 6i O^ht^ 
eountriies, itAd WferS addled b^ th6 h^tglii- 

themfelvtfs ib tbtoMx^ i But. «l^ Ihit 

in^|>roVeitlintff6mt1i6 ihti^aiy ek^eh<% 
bf other Steels, whd^ ufagdi ihlglit tmr 
hb adofrtcd ^ith iidvahtag6 id ftia^y tht 
defeds i^^ kfti fdimd hfefh Thil^, s^ftng 
-6ther itaftahtitt, cSiifei ielatm^ t6 itterciitt- 
tile ihattetls, tfeatifi bther febthWltfi atfe filffl- 
itiariiy dfefiiefed by jtldgii Whtt itfd thifttt!- 
felvfes fltilled iii 66fnhiehdMafetilr$, 6r wbofe 
judgtoeht !s ^itiided by the tofl6tos of niftf- 

' ^ * Thas the dominiOB of France, fotervenbg betnreen tke 
Auilrian cities of Mons and Toumay, itnders the comfhu* 
TiicatMn W the SckOB. of fiiUl ufi^t&tMli dtito itt thtiriif 
tercourle with (ach other. 

chants, 



chants/ tfe here fobjefi^ed to a Icoig and 
fxpenfive procd^ through courts of law, 
and are ^Ided by judges who are not 
Terfed in a^bs df tr^e, nor draw much 
light fFotn the ^peiience of mercanlile 
perfens. This difad^antage has been re- 
marked ; and It has been {aid, that a tribunal 
Is to be erected here, on a model whic^ 
h found in ibme ooustriesy compoi^d of 
judges iktUed in commQixrial matters, t^ 
whofe cognkanee zA mereancile contror 
verfie^ are to be r^^rj^. That confut 
0on alfo which prevails in tbejurifprudence 
of this country, where each province poffcffei 
its own laws, difieriag in many points from 
tfhofe of the other Provinces, is perplexing 
|o<:ommerce, - 

Among the circunxftanfes that obftrud 
the progrefs of tradie, is alio to be nuni«» 
b^red that opinion which is entertained 
here, that the profeffion of commerce is 
^fuitable Co the dignity of men ^f noble 
Q 3 ftjpil;)^; 
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family; a vain prejudice, which has ga*^ne4 
ilrength under the goyernment of 'Spaiq^ 
particularly mifplaced in a country, tha^ 
Owes its chiaf celebrity to tra^Qc, a^d w^qlf 
noble families are for the moft part fprung 
from commercial anceftors. The detri- 
ment which commerce fuftains froni this 
prejudice is the greater, that nobility is 
cafily attained here, and embraces a very 
wide circle. England, where the fons and 
defendants of noble families difdain not 
to engage in commercial purfuits, fets in 
this refped an example to other nations, 
that is Worthy their imitation. TThe prefcnt 
reign promifes to cdrrei}: this prejudice in 
the Auftrian l^etherlands. The Eimperor 
has fufficiently teftified, by the honours. 
whicK he has paid to perfons eminent in 
the mercantile line, in what high eftima- 
tion he hoWs a profeffion, whic^i gives ex- 
ercife to a vigorous and improve^ under- 
i^ianding in thofe whopra£tifeit, and which 

tends 
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tends fo much to advance the wealth and 
prolperity of jiations. 

Xhe rifing coi^merce of this country has 
infited many perfons of the mercantile pro- 
fejRion, from other parts of Europe, to fix 
their abode here. Among thefe are £ng- 
Jilh merchants, who bring with them into 
this country thofe liberal and enlarged' 
thoughts, that fo generally belong to men 
of that clafs in England, and whofe adive 
ipirit employs itfelf with fuccefs in pro- 
moting the traffic of thefe Provinces. To 
their exertion is owing the eftablifhment 
of a bank at Bruflels ; an eflabliihment, 
which, though fo neceffary for facilitating 
the operations of commerce, is yet new ia 
the Auftrian Netherlands. ' ^ 
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SECTION VL 

TH 5i e^rly improvement of maiHtfa^ 
tuf<ed is the bgall of the Flemi^ Prof incef ^ 
Tfeeffo npt wfcaown here ia tb? ag? qC 
Charleroagw^ fjXMj attained to higher per^ 
£^ion in the ages that fucceeded. While 
the aeighUwriag patioqa fcarce kaew amy 
0thrr occupation b^des that of war, th« 
bufy iohahitaots Qf Flaadera and Brabant 
weie Iraified to the diligence of tradea md 
grafts, which were held here in peculuiv 
^esm. Many parts of ingenious art wero^ 
invented f r iipproved by the Flemingt^ 
who were long unrivalled in the cxfieUence 
of their fabrics of various kinds, 

gjiimong the manufafturcs that flouriihed 
here at an early time, and that brought 
great emolument to the natives, was that 
woollen manufadure, whofe origin in thefe 

Provinces 
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Froviiices is recorded to have been of th^ 
Uioft antieat date. The Princeiies,^ 
4a«gh|ers of Charlemagnp, v^ faid tp 
liare ismployed their leifure in the tex- 
ture of "wpollefi fabrics. In the twelfth 
^eotury, this inanufadure, well underftopd 
^4 happily purfued, gave occupation to 
vaft diultitudes, aAd brought immenfe^ 
wealth to Flanders and Brabant. The; 
bounds of the cities were enlarged, that 
they might contain that fwarn* of inhabi-* 
tants who purfued the labours of th? 
loom; and the frequent diiienfions that 
Strple b^ween the numerous manufafturers 
crouded in the fame city, needed often, 
to be repreffed by the po^er of the Prince, 
Louvain above all was diftinguiflied by its 
iBouriihing woollen trade. The relations, 
that have been tranfmitted concerning the 
multitudes engaged in thi^ art that were 
antiently contaijied within Louvain, could 
iearcely gain credit) ifnlefsthey were con^' , 

firmed 
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firmed by the large extent of that now 
decayed city. The woollen trade conti- 
nued long to enrich the Flemings. Philip 
the Good, Duke of Burgundy, decorated 
that order of Knighthood which he infti- 
tuted with the title of the Golden Fleece, 
in honour of a manufafture from which 
his dominions derived fo much wealth*. 

The 

♦ Petrarch, fo celebrated by his love for Laura, who vifit- 
ed thefe countries in the fourteenth century, has noticed 
this induftry of Flanders : " Etvidi cateros Flandria Bra* 
hantiaque populos^ lanlficoi atque textorei** 

The eminence of the Flemings in many arts, and parti- 
cularly in that weaving trade in the remoteft times, under 
the ' governmerit of Rome, might be fliewri: from many 
paflages of antient authors, if thcfc Effays w^rc not 
confined to a later period. *^ Shall the Roman Empire 
fell, if the country of Artois withholds its woven 
garmeqts ?" was the faying of a Roman Emperor, 
when the Belgic Provinces were feized by the German 
invaders. The irruption of the barbarous nations was 
fatal to that induftry, as well as to hufbandry and 
commerce, which had made fome progrefs here at that 
diftant period ; though it may be thought, that the early 
revival of arts among the Flemings was in fome meafure 
owing to that root which they had taken under the govern- 
inent of Rome. Some cities alfo, though now of imall Aolte 
m this country, were founded when it was held by the Ro- 
mans : 
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The wool of England, of a more ex* 
pellent quality th^n that of Flanders, con- 
tributed not a little tp the perfe£tton of the 
Flemifh manufefture. In thofe ages, the 
Englifli, ** Ihephercjs only to Flanders and 
JBrabant,** unlkilled in arts, and infenfible 
of the riqhes which their ifland pofTe^ed in 
the fleeces of her flocks, endured that the 
wool of England ihould be tranfported to 
ftrarigers, and were contented to be fup- 
plied by the looms of Flanders with that 
drapery, and thofe woollen webs, of which 
thetnfelves had furniflied the materials, A 
ftaple was appointed in the Low-Countries 
where the Englifli wool was fold ; and the 

mans : the cities that have flourifiied in modem times are 
of a more recent origin. Bruflels in the eighth century con- 
fitted only of a few hamlets fcattered on the banks of the 
Senne. Charles, DukeoftheXower Lorraine, excluded by 
the power of the Capet family from the throne of France, 
to which he had a jnft title as the defcendant of Charle- 
magne, laid the foundatiqn of the greatnefs of BruiTels in 
the tenth century, having raifed a palace, where he made his 
ilbode, in aniiland furrounded by the arms of the Senne, 
0OW cndofcdwitbiu the walls of Bruffels. 

Englifli 
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^glifii Princes, on various occafions, raiMy 
beftowed on thefe lands, in yaia preients, 
this valuable commodity of their king-> 
dom. IS(lwttrd the Third, folioitous to drav^ 
tiie FrinoM of tl^ Necherlaiids intq hi9 al« 
lianc^, whan he afpired. to the crown of 
Prance, diilributed aaiong the Fleming^ 
gifts of wool with a laviih hand* An im-9 
portant privilege is recorded, which the 
drapers of Braflels obtained from this Prince 
Ibr their trade. Yet by degrees the Bnglifli 
percmed the lofs that they fuftained froin^ 
their o^(^^ ttnfldlfulnefs, and began tp 
afpire to the art of the Flenpings, whofe 
riches they befheld with envy. Edward 
the Third, oot negligent of the improve- 
ments of peace amidft the wars to which 
lie WW prcHopted by ainbitiflu, fought to 
engage the artificers of PJapders to pafs 
into England* The difperfion of the ma^ 
nufafturers cff |/5uvain alfo in that age^ 
introduced into England, So feme degree, 

the 



THE 4t7STJ^IA27 JI£TH£ILX.ANI>S, ^ 

the ikill of the woolien trade*. Wencdlaus^ 
Duke of Brabant, incenfed againft the oldj 
2eos of Louvain on aocouil: of the &equ«Ei| 
tumults in which they were eogaged^ exh 
pelled the raanufadurers from that city^ 
and, by that unwife and too rigorous chai^ 
tifement,' wrought the fall of Louvain, But 
the progrefs of the Engliih in arts wa< 
flow ; and it was not till a later period^ 
when the flrife of the red rofe and the 
white had fubfided, and when the tyranny 
of th6 Duke of Alva had cau&d a more 
complete difperlioh of the Flemilh arts, 
that the Engliik applied the]:hfeives to 
works of ipduftry with fuccefs. Then en» 
joying repofc Undfelr the goverhftieht of a 
politic Q^een,. and taught by the Flemings, 
who fettled in gteat number among them, 
they purfued the weaving arts } and iince 
that time, adding new impfoveiiifents to 
the ikill of their stulfterS, and .reftrainsng 
within their own ^k the fleeces of their 

country. 
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countr)?', they have furpafled all nations 
in that woolkn matluia3:ure> which noW 
diftributes its produds t6 the remottft parts 
of the globe^ and fiipplies to England a 
priiitipai fourte of its wealth •; 

Befides 

* TKe Fleece, a beautiful poem, and well Aiited to the 
BritiQi mufe, has defcribed the migration of tjie ifrearing 
arts froiQ Flanders, and ±eir various fettlements in £n|^« 
land, the origin of our fiourifhiog woollen trade t 

. Our' day arofe> - : ' 

When Alva's tyranny, the weaving art^ . 
Drove from the fertile vallies of the Scheld. 
With fpeedy wing, and fcattered courie, tiheyiiedi . 
Like a community of bees, difturb'd 
By fome relentlefs fwain's rapacious hand ; 
While good Eliza to the fugitives -^ ' 

Gave gracious welcome ; as wife Egypt erd 
To troubled Nilus, whofe nutritious flood ' : 

With annual gratitude enrich'd her meads* 
Then, from fair Antwerp, an induftrious train 
Crofs'd the fmooth channel of our fmilingfeas ; 
And in the vales of Cantium, on the banks 
Of Stour alighted, and the naval wave 
' Of ipacioufl Medway ; fome on gentle Yarc, ' 
And fertile Waveney, pitch'd ; and made their ieats 
Pleafant Norvicum, and Colceftria's towers : 
Some to the Darent fped their happy way : ! 
Berghem, and Sluys, and elder Bruges, ehofe 
Aotooa% chalky plains^ aB4fiitt«h*<i their tehtsf 

t)6wd 
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Befides the wooUen manufa£tur€, many 
other maaufaftures in former times em- 
ployed the labour, and augmented the 
riches-, of the Flemings. That early cor- 
refpondence which the Italian States en- 
tertained with' the Low-Countries, was 
favourable to the Flemifli iriduftry. Venice, 
which firft of modern : States claims the 
praife of having introduced many arts into 
Europe from the Eaft, taught to the people 
of the Netherlands the flcill of curious ma- 
nufaftures, which fhe had learnt from her 
intercourfe with Afia; and the Flemings, 
by their care and ingenuity, foon equalled 
or furpafled the workmanfliip of their 
mafters. Manufactures increafed with the 
growing commerce of thefe Provinces* 
•Antwerp, in the fixteenth century, was not 

Down to Claufentum, and that bay fupine 
Beneath the fliade of Vela's cliffy ille. 
Soon o*er the hofgitable realm they fpread, 
' With cheer reviv'd ; and in Sabrina's flood 
And the Silurian Tame their textures blanched, &c. 

more 
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ittor* renowned by her traffic, thanl>y the 
branches of art in which her inhabitants 
wtrd employed. The writers of that agje 
enumerate with admiration the varioiis 
induftry of that city ; her magnificent tar 
peftries, and rich embroideries ; her fabrics 
of velvet, fattin and damalk ; her ikili in 
refining metals and pdlifliing precious 
flones; with other fcurious Inventions, 
that drew the wonder even of thofc who 
had been accunx)med to behold the arts and 
ingenuity of Italy. At that time thd flcill 
and labour of the Flemings fupplied mailu*- 
fadures not only to th^ greateft part of 
EuropCj but alfo to the new-difcovered re*- 
gions in Afia and America. ,The gold of 
the Indies, according to the exprefiion of a 
late elegant write? of this country*, oniy 
paffed through the hands of th^ Spaniards 

* The Count de Ncny, who held the oftcg of f^reSflcnt 

of the Privy-Council of the Auftriah Netherl^ds, lately 

dead, author of " Mcmoircs Hiftoriqiies ct Politiqucs 

des Pays-bas Autrichiehs ;** a work coropofcd for the 6du- 

* eatioQ of the Emperor. ' . 

and 






and Port^jgtiefe, jp tppzy the induftrjf 0£ 
the inhabitants 0f the Netherlands. 

The manufa^y.reg of the Flsoiilh Pro* 
tilnces experienced .d rapid 4^clihe in thp 
cireigu of Philip the Secoiid ; and the fall of 
commerce after .the peace 0/ J^unfter, with 
the icalamities ;;hat j^nfued in the latter 
period of the Spanifli government, com- 
pleted the eyiU iv^l<^ the perfecutiop 
of .the X>\xke sif Alva;had begun. Thje 
neighbouring States profited from the dif- 
•pcriion of the ijrts of Flanders and Bra- 
baiity afxd .the.mapufafitures pf Holland and 
£ngb]>d . w,cxe ifnproyed l>y the hands q£ 
j^lemiih emigrant;?* :^M^^U the arts were 
enfeebled, and hnguQr pervaded ever^ 
.blanch of iqdwftrjr in fhp. Auf^rian Ne- 
.therl^ids, idt Xh^..SiQV\^\ufy:)p. (^ the laft 
vcent^jTj. 

The happier, Atuation of this country, 

-fince the pcace.of Utrpcht, m this century, 

has recalled the loduflry of manufadures. 

H The 



The aftive fpirit of the people, reprefled 
for a time by un£ivourable circumftances, 
inow exerts itfelf again in ufeful' labours of 
yariotis kinds ; and the produdions of art 
in many articles have gradually increaied^ 
and employed a greater number of buiy 
hands. Though the Flemings fupply not 
"Europe, as formetly, with the prodiids of 
their flcill, and though the works of art in 
this country are now inmoft branches fur- 
paiTed by the iroproverrients of other na- 
* tions, yet thefe Provinces ftill po£kfs valu- 
able fabrics, while they retain the glory of 
'having inftrufked the neighbouring States 
in many of thofe curious or ufeful arts by 
which they have been fince enriched* - 

The flax of Flanders fupplies to that 
Province its moft valuable manufa£lure. The 
linen manufactures of that country are 
not fiirpaffed, in their various kinds, by the 
manufaftures of that fort of any other na- 
tion, and give employment and fubfiftence 

to 
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to a great number of people* Ghent and 
Courtray are noted for their linen ma« 
nufaSures. The bleaching-fields 6f Ghent, 
contained within its Walls*, and extended 
by the iQde of the rivers and canals that 
ivalh that city, and divide it into numerous 
iflies, draw the attention of Grangers. The 
care of the Magiftrate is employed to watch 
over the goodnefs of this fabric, .which 
paiies into many other Countries, and af« 
fords a principal Urticte of commerce* 
Spain, that held fo long an intimate rela«» 
tion with this part of the Netherlands, ftiU 
draws from the induftfy of Flanders, thoie 
manufactures of litlen with which (he 
fupplies her American Colonies. 

The fine flax of theft Provinces yields 
alfo the materials of that elegant manu« 
fa^ure, fo well known by the name of the 
lace of Mpchlinand Bruflcls, The in- 
vention of this art, which yields fo fair an 
employment to female induftry, is due to 
H 2 this 



tjhis country ; and the fkill of the natives 
c5f thts land in this art, imitated in other 
khdsy has not yet been eq^ualled. If it caa 
be credited^ ds.it is fometimes a£ei:ted^ that 
this manufaflui'e, wrought In other coun» , 
ti'le^ iirith the fame materials with which 
ft is. wrought here, and by the hands of the 
ifame artifts, yetattaink not to the<latheper^ 
feftion, it *iuft be fup|Jofed, that the air 
bias -an infltience tipcm the flender frame of 
tJiFs delicate fabric* It is faid, that above 
yo^dd6 perfofls are employed in this ma- 
tiufaSure, in Mechlin . alid BrabahL The 
late of Bruflfels has lohg been diftiiiguifhed 
ty delicacy ^f defign and workn^mihip. 
Valenciennes pofl€ffes alfo this ^manufac- 
ture; but that city of Haynault belongs 
*now -to France. 

The mdnufa(3;ure df tapeftry, if it had 
its origin rather amdng the Saracens than 
the Flemings, and was transported hither 
ifrom Afia, yet Was perfe^ed fooner in this 

than 
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than in any Evirppean country. The 
name by which ^is fabric was lon^ 
known in /England, ^^ the manyco}oure4 
Aitras," point? oujC the cify of Artois, that 
antiently w^ moft nQted for curious works 
<^f tapefliy; The ftydy ^f the painters wlio 
fiourifhed here at an early period; and whp 
applied their l)dU to furnifh defign^ for 
tapeftries, fijrwarded the progrcfs of this 
^nanufadure* This b^ai^tiful art, which, 
by the labour ,of the Jpopi, fq happily imi* 
tates the various fcenfs of nature, and tranf- 
mits the ads of hei:pe.s t;p remembrance, 
fubfifts in thcfe Provinces in the fame per- 
ledion ^s formerly, but, lefs encouraged, 
employs at Bruffcl?, where it is moft pur- 
sued, only a fmall number of looms* The 
chjaige of fafliion, together with the ex- 
pence that attends the working of tapeftry, 
pccafions the fall of this ftbric. The rich 
and great, who fQrra,erly adorned their / 
manfions \vith tapeftry, and for whofe 
H 3 apartments 
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/ .. ... - 

apartments this art furnishes an ornameat 
fo lafting and magnificent, now content 
themfelves with a furniture lefs coftly, and 
that is varied with fmall expence. Unleis 
this art ihall meet with timely encourage- 
menty it will foon be loft to this country^ 
where it had its moft ancient feat. Cvea 
in France, into whofe capital this manu* 
failure has been tranfplanted frona Flanders, 
the tapeftry of the Gfobeliris is not fupported 
without the aid of the Court. 

yhat woollen manufadure, which for- 
merly erjip|oyed fuch multitudes in Flan* 
ders and Brabant, now fallen into dec^y in 
thefe J^rovinces, is found chiefly in the 
Province of Limburg. The manufa(3:u- 
rers of |!^ouvain, difperfedin the fourteenth 
century by their Prince the Duke of Bra- 
bant, firft'brought, as it isfaid, this branch 
of induftry into the country of Limburg, 
united under the fame Government with 
Brabant, and partaking the fame privi* 

jeges. 
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leges* Since that time, this manufadure 
has not been loft in that country, and is 
now purfucd with fuccefs* That ample 
leifure, which the occupations of pafturage 
permit, is ufefuUy beftowed on the loom 
by the inhabitants of that Province, lefs 
collected in cities, than purfuing their in- 
duftry in their fmall tenements fcattered 
at fmall diftances over the face of that 
populous country* The cloth of Lim* 
burg palTes into Germany and other coun«- 
tries, and makes an advantageous branch of 
commerce* Certain privileges, that are 
ilill poffefled by the drapers of Louvain, 
call to remembrance the woollen trade of 
that once flourifliing city, fo harfhly treated 
by the DukeWenceflaus, Succeeding Princes 
fought, by the endowment of learned 
halls and ftately colleges, to repair to this 
city a lofs which it ftill teftifies in its wide 
unpeopled bounds, and in' the fields that 
^re laid intp tillage within its walls, ' 

H4 The 
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The metals, that are contained in tb^ 
provinces of Namiir and Luxemburg, 
£arhiih an cxercife to the induftry of thefe 
countries* The irbri-works iii pfarticular 
of Namur cniploy numerous (of gel and 
furnaces, and produce rhany articled th^t^ 
^reufcfuj to the natives, or that yield kti 
advantage in thie traffic with ftraogefs; 
Coal, which ahoiinds Jn that country arid 
in Haynault, and the wood of the Arderiftesi 
Tup^ly aii ample fuel to the fbi^e arid th^ 
furnace: the river Meufe yieldis atfb 
Ifiie benefit of a communication with 
France and Holland j a Wnefit that would 
ibe more fenfibly felt, if the merchandife 
tranfported by this river, which in ife 
way to the Ocean paffes through many^ ' 
different States, and belonjgs now to Auftrik 
only in a fmall part of its courfe, Was 
not fubjeQed to heavy and arbitrary diities* 
The prod udlons of this iron-manufif^Jlurc 
Jiave ]jeen in Jiait0 years much augtofihted, 
* ' ■ ' and 



and a large ficW ia o^en fyt foture improve* 
meat. The Province of Namur pofieflet 
the fame advantages that are ebjoyed by^ 
the bordering country of Liege, whofip 
iron- works arfe of a very iintient eftiablijQi^ 
ihent^ and. tvhich has long niaintained 
a profitable commerce b.}r the fabrication 
of fire-arms* 

A mine of calamine, a metal by whbfe 
tnixtnre with copper brafs is produced^ 
gives itsnanleto a tnouiitaim in which it 
is found in the Provilnce . of Limbui|;. 
This mine, whofe calamine is of an toctt- 
leilt quality, the fubjeft of early ind^ftr^f, 
has been woi^ed through .many ages in 
that country. In the fixtcfcnith century, 
the workmen that were employed in dig- 
.ginfg and refining the nietal of Mount Ga- 
launine, were fo numerous, "iind were fub* 
je£^ed to fudh order in their various ta&s, 
that around the mountain was exhibited 
the appearance of a regular and well- 
governed 
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governed republic. On account of the 
religious troubles which arofe at that time^ 
•many of the workmen forfbok their dwells 
ings at the foot of Mount Calamine, aiid 
retired to the neighbouring lands of Ger- 
many, where they were not difturbed in their 
religious worfliip. In thefe new feats they 
continued their induftry, fupplied with 
calamine from the mountain* The race 
of thefe artificers are faid to continue the 
fame occupation in their dwellings on the 
confines of Limburg, and the calahiine 
of the mountains js ftill conveyed to 
them. 

Various manufadures are eftabliihed in 
the cities of Flanders, Brabant, and Hay- 
tiault ; manufa£l:ures of (ilk, of cotton, 
of porcelain, of glafs, and other fabrics, 
which thefe Provinces poflefs in common 
with the neighbouring countries. Among 
the manufa£tures of antient eftablifhment, 

may 
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may be remarked fbme that are recorded to 
have been invented in thefe Provinces. 
Such IS that manufacture of gilded or figur- 
ed leather; a fabric which formerly fup- 
plied the apartments of the great v^rith a 
rich and lafting furniture, now lefs in ufc 
than formerly, though in fome countries 
that falhion is ftill retained. . Such is alio 
the art of ftained or painted glafs ; an in- 
vention well fuited to the folemn gloom of 
Gothic temples, and which has been often 
ufed to delineate holy legend or fcripture 
ilory on the windows of religious edifices : 

** And ^oiied windows, richly dight, 
** Cafting a dim religious light *." 

Many fpecimens of this invention, which 
has exercifed the ingenuity of the Flemifh 
painters, are to be feen here in the churches 
and convents. The lapidary's Ikill, and 
the art of polifhing diamonds, which an- 

♦Milton. 

J. ,' 

tiently 
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tiently brought great riches to Aatwcrp, 
ftiU remain in that city, though with di- 
miniihed profit *• 

The exteniion of commerce, the iaduftry 
of the people, and the cheapndTs of lahour 
in a plentiful country, promife to this 
country an imcreafe of manufactures. Nei- 
ther have the cares of the pre&nt Sovereign 
heen wanting to this important ob^edt. An 
enlightened Prince, who leeks to eflabli^fli 
snanufkdures in thofe parts of his wide 
empire where they have never prevailed, 
negle6ks not to enapiu-age their progrefs In 
Provinces in which they antiently fub- 

* As an inflance of that refpeft which the Princes of this 
rotintry tiave paid to ufeful inventions, it may be* re- 
narked, that the Emperor Charles the Fifth, with Ms fifter 
Mary of Hungary, did not difdain to repair to Biervliet, in 
Thmders, to vifitthe'tomb of William BenkeKns, who in 
the fiftee^tbceatiuy fouadithefccret of curing herrings ; a 
fecret which much enriched the Netherlands, and of which 
^Holland, fince the foundation of her Republic, has mudi 
availed herfelf. Britain, encompaflcd by the fea, has not 
yet learnt to reap the fame advantage from the difcovery of 
William Bcnkelins. 

: Med 
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fifted In fuch vigour^ and where fb many 
branches of art have had their origin. 

Many of the manufadures and fabrics 
of the Auftrian States are in the hands ofi 
thofe communities of crafts and trades, 
whofe inftitntion reaches, back to a yoxy. 
early period, and which, admitted here to 
peculiar honour, form an cffential an^ im* 
portant part of the conftitution. The in- 
ftitution of thefe incorporations, and the 
ample privileges beftowed on them, con** 
tributed not a little to forward the progrefe 
of arts, in the rude ages in which thefe com- 
munities were eftablifhed. But many of 
the laws and ibtutes of thefe incorpora* 
tions, ill adapted to the prefent times, arc 
found to be detrimratal to the arts which 
they were firft intended to forward. The 
prefent Sovereign has, in fome inftances, 
wifely fufpended the exercife of thefe fta- 
tutes, tfnd may extend the fame care with 
advantage to other objects of that kind, 

Difad. 
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Dlfadvantages have been alio found in Eng- 
land from the exclusive privileges granted 
to incorporations; and the example of 
thole towns where no incorporations are 
tftablifliedy has fliewn that manufadures 
fucceed no where better than in places 
where no exclufive privileges have force, 
and where an open field is left to the in- 
duftry of alL 

Tyranny and religious perlecution firft 
compelled the merchant and manufa£lurer 
to quit thefe lands, and to carry their 
wealth and ikill with them into diftant 
countries. A mild government, and that 
religious toleration which the prefent 
Sovereign has fo nobly advanced here be«* 
yondits former narrow limits, and beyond 
the example of other nations, now invite 
thofewho are oppreffed in other countries to 
take refuge in the Auftrian Netherlands. 
A powerful fadion within the walls of 
Geneva, fuftained by the might and in- 
trigues 
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trigues of France, has fubverted the antient 
conftitutlon of that city; and France, 
that boafts to have beftowed liberty on the 
difiant American, has impofed fervitude 
on this republic fituated on her borders^ 
The inhabitants of Geneva, deferting in 
great numbers a country that is no longer 
free, have difperfed themfelves into differ- 
ent parts of Europe. A part of thefe 
citizens Have fixed their abode at Bruilels ; 
and it is likely that the arts of that inge- 
nious people may alfo pafs into the Flemifh 
Provinces. 



SEC- 
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sECT'ioM vn. 

NO ccnmtry in £urope canta^ns, within 
equal bounds, a greater number of {psL* 
^ous Cities than are to be found in t)^ 
"Auftriari Netherlands. The Spanifli 4ol^ 
diers under the Duke of ^ Alva, when tfcjcy 
entered the Low-Countries, are faid ^'to 
^have cried outin aftonifliment, that Inlan- 
ders was one continued city. 

As the cities, from the immunities 
which they obtained, encouraged the pro- 
grefs of arts arid commerce, fo alfb increa- 
fing arts and traffic augmentfed the number 
and extent of cities, and filled them ibon 
with numerous and wealthy inhabitants. 
Thofe great cities, which in this country 
cover fuch large (paces, and fucceed to 
one another at fo fmall diftances, owed 
their growth or foundation to that trade 

and 
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and induftry, which began to profper here 
not long after the age . of Charlemagne *• 
In the twelfth century Ghent was confpicu- 
ous by her ftately domes and towery pride^ 
by her wealth and numerous people. The 
early treafures amafled in thefe induftrious 
communities, may be eftimated from the 
large fubfidies that they were wont to be- 
ftow on their Princes. The cities of Bra- 
bant gave at one time to their Duke Wen- 
ceflans, difcomflted in the unfortunate bat^ 
tie of Bias-wciler, in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, a fubfidy of 300,000 L a vaft fum in 
thofe times, when the precious metals were 
fo rare, and when the rich mines of the 
New World were not yet found. The 
magnificence difplayed on public folemni- 
ties was fuited to this great opulence, and 

* Thirty cities or wailed towns are counted in tlie Pro- 
vince of Flanders ; Brabant pofTefles nearly !an equal num- 
ber. Though thefe Provinces have been difmembered by 
France and Holland, yet the greateft part of thefe cities is 
^coatamed in the Auftrian Flanders and Brabant. 

I drew 



drfttr the tronder and envy of imghbotur«i 
iiig Prifices. When the Qnecn of Ftaacc, 
the cdftfdit «f PhUip thb Fair; made her 
etitrjr iftto Bruges in the thirteenth cen^^ 
tury, ihe was dftoniflied at the finery and 
rich attire of the ladies of that city, and cbidd 
hot ttfyMti from expreffing her futprize^ 
in terms that flawed her chagrin* ** I 
thought (faid the haughty Princefs) that 
I hai) beeti the only Q^en here ; bat I|)er* 
ceiv^ that there are ivx hundred Qveina 
at BnjgfeS;*' and thfc defpite wImcK (he felt 
Oh this otcafioft wroi^ht afitefvtiards, as 
the biftoriah adds, great troubles to 
Flanders. 

The populotifnefe of thefe coifMiiuniti^ 
added great force to fche State. As in iho& 
rudetifties the inhabitants of cities were 
trained to arms, and united martial prowefs 
with the induftry of trades and mechanical 
arts, the Sovereign gained a mighty accef- 
fion to his ftrength, from the bands of 

brave 



brave citizisu^s tkad: flight ifii jbifi armies* 
The Couut of Flanders was re(pe£te4 
among Princes, by the warlike fuccours 
wbiph be drew from his large and populous 
cities. Gheiit aioae as faid to have iCon** 
tained j;o,ooo fighting men within hec 
walls. The Flemifli were noted for their 
fierce and obdurate valour, and tried their 
ftrcngth againU: France in many fignal en- 
counters. The yi£tojy .of Courtray, in 
the thirteenth century, where the troops 
of Flanders were Jed to battle by an artifaa 
of Bruges, and gave fo notable an over- 
throw to the army of France, is a monu* 
ment of the courage and fuccefs of the 
Flemings, in withilanding their powerful 
neighbours*. 

As 

* A t^renchPoct>efth^ fourteenth century, William the 
Briton,. has defcribcd thetfuccour which Ferrand Count of 
Flanders dmwrfromihis 'citieS'Of Flanders, andArtois, in 
tbat war jvvhidilie wagtd with Iliilip^Aiiguflus, King of 
Seaoce. The iLatin veries of William the Briton, not 
4E»uch to:be admiced on-accouat of their elegance, deferve 
la attention, 
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As the Cities by their wealth and popii* 
loufuefs advanced the dignity of the Prince, 

fo 

attCDtiont as they record the early greatnefs of the Flemilh 
cities, and the arts which flourifhed in them : that art of 
the clothier, which fo much enriched Flanders, is not 
omitted : Ghent, Y'pres, Arras, Bruges, Lifle, are thus 
defcribed; 

Communia Gandavonmi 
Turritis domibus, ^zis, et gente fuperba, 
Inftru<5bi3 armis, acies bis miirta dena, 
£t plures, prcprits expends donat eidem, 
Auxilium beilo fequitiu* non impare faftu, 
Ipra cplorandis gens prudentiffima lanis, 
£xecranda juvans legionibus arma duabus : 
Atrebatumque potens urbs, antiquiffima, plena 
Divitii^, inhians lucris, et foenore gaudens. 

• m <» • ■ • .• 

• • - Nec Bnigia defiiit ilQj; 

' In ftrepitu tanto quin pluribus adjuvet ilium : 
Brugia, quae caligis obnubdt crura potenturo, 
Frugibus et pratis dives, portiique propinquo. 

Infula, poft illos, nihilominus exerit arma, 
Hoftica non paucas armat in beila phalanges, 
Infula, villa placens, gens callida lucra fequendo, 
Infula, qus nitidis fe mercatoribus ornat, 
Regna coloratis illuminat extera pannis, 
Unde reportantur folidi, quibus ilia fuperbit* 
The other cities of Flanders and Artois have alfe a place 
in the verfes pf this Poet. The ifliio of 'this war was not 
propitious to th^ Count of Flanders. : Philip, who on a&- 

;- , count 
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& alfo by > their turbulent difpofition, and 
that republican fpirit by which they were 
animated, they fometimes overpowered the 
authority of their Sovereigns, as yet the 
mafters of no wide domain* Populac 
leaders, by their influence in the great 
cities of l^'landers, acquired fuch an afcen* 
dant as gave to them the entire manage- 
ment of the State. A remarkable inftance 
occurs in the hiftory of James Artevelde. 
That noted brewer of Ghent, and trufty 
ally and counlellor of Edward the Third, 
by his intereft in the cities, drew all autho- 
rity to himfelf, and governed Flanders with a 
more abfolute fway than the Sovereign had 
ever exercifed ; whilft the Count of Flan- 
ders, Louis of Nevers, difpoffeffed of his au- 
thority, was obliged to take refuge in France. 
A band of armed men accompanied Arte- 

count of his fuccefles obtained the title of Auguftus, tri* 
umphed at the memorable battle of Bouvines over Ferrand, 
who had for his allies thelEmperor Otto, and King John of 
England. 

I 3 velde 



^elde in all places r the puWic revenues 
Were entirely at brs difpofal ; and, nol 
COfil tented to have engaged the Flen>iiigs irt 
an alliance with the Englifli King^ in op* 
^ofiticn to the will of his Sovereign, he 
fiad even conceived the bold idea of tran$* 
ferring thi fovereiguty of Flanders to the 
Ibfl of Edward, the Black Prince. At length, 
the ambitious ArtevHde was flain by thofe 
citizens of Ghent whom he^had fo often ftir- 
red up to arms. But the fame power, and 
£i(9tious fpirit, was renewed in his fon* 
Philip Artevelde was no lefs formidable to 
l^ouis of Male, the laft Count of Flanders, 
than his father had been to Louis oifNevers, 
and in the fields erf Rofebec had the bold- 
nefs to give battle to his Sovereign, who 
Was accompanied by the Duke of Burgundy 
his fori- in-law, by the young King of France 
Charles the Sixth, and the whole flower of 
the French .Nobility. ^ Even when the 
authority of the Prince was- enlarged, and 

when 



vihtn tl^e Netberlftod^ wece united u&dtr 
oaa powerful mailer, the bold aad mud* 
nam (pkit of thefe citi/e$ wad not reprei&d. 
The powerful D\ikes of Burguady, Philip 
the Good^ and Charles the Bold, were 
obliged to take arms agaiiift the rebellious 
cities of Flanders ; and thetholeric Charles 
was conjQ:rained fometimes to fuppreis the 
refentmeut that he felt on account of thefe 
tumults. Maximilian of Au^ria was de- 
tained fome months a pri&ner by the fac« 
tious inhabitants of Bruges* Neither the 
power of Charles the Fifth and the terror 
of his napie, nor that peculiar a&£kion 
which Ghent entertained for him as bora 
within her walls, was fufficient to deter 
the citizens of Ghent from that dangeroiis 
revolt, in which they fought to withdraw 
them^lves from obedience to their Sove« 
jeign, and to admit into their city his 
xival, Francis the Firfi 

I 4 The 
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•The Flcmilh cities are now greatly fallen 
from that high degree of fplendour which 
they difplayed in former ages. Tbbfe bufy 
throngs that were employed in works of 
art, and whofe free fpirit fometijnej dege- 
nerated into licentioufnefs, diiappeared 
when commerce departed from this (hpre, 
and dejeftion and fblitude overfpread thofe 
once crouded (eats of induAry and trade. 
The felicity of the prefent times has awak« 
ened a more adive fpirit in the cities, 
which of late have received many embel- 
lifliments, and improvement. The number 
of inhabitants alfo has increafed, although 
much inferior to the multitude that thefe 
cities formerly contained, and little pro- 
portioned to the wide fpace that their walls 
furround. 

Bruffels, antiently the refidence of the 
Dukes of 3rabant and Burgundy, and 
iince the reiidence of the Governor of thofe 

Provinces, 
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Provinces, and the feat of a Court, may be 
efteemed th€ cajJital of the Auftrian Nc-' 
therlands. Bruflels, pleafantly fituated, 
rifes from a plain through which the river 
Senne pafles, and where the city took its 
beginning, afccnding a hill on whofe emi* 
nence its faircft buildings are placed, and 
that overlooks a wide and beautiful pro* 
fpedl. In the moft elevated part of the city 
flood the antient palace of -the Dukes of 
Burgundy, afterwards noted for that fb- 
kmn abdication which Charles' the Fifth 
here made of his empire, confumed by fire 
about the middle of this century. The 
fair buildings that have been ere£ted lately 
in the quarter where that antient palace 
flood, and the embellifhments that have 
been, beftowcd on the park adjacent to the 
palace, have added a ^reat ornament to 
Bruflels. The Council of Brabant holds 
its feat in an edifice fuited to the dignity of 
that tribunal. A fpacious canal,* the work 

of 



of. the fixteemh oenttirj?^ extends from 
Bnifiels^ and joins the river Scheld, whidi, 
though not open to the veflels of thefe Pro- 
vinces where it enters the fea^ yet jrtelds a 
communication with Holland, and by the 
canals of Flanders with the oceazu Bjr 
this canal the city carries on a growing 
traific ; and at a diftanoe from the ocean^ 
where no navigable river pafles^ a port is 
£:en crouded with veflels not of the fmallefl 
burden* The French, when mafi:er$ of 
Bruflels, refpe£led the lofty trees of the 
Cours, or AUee Verte, whkh borders diis^ 
l^cious C9nsd« The outlets of this city lead 
on all fides into a fair and fruitful country^ 
ftretched into plains, or rifing in gentle 
acclivities. The woods of Soigne at a 
imall diftanoe fpread into a wide extent, 
who(fe pleiiing icenes have afibrdedto the 
Flemiih painters many fubjeds for their 
compofitions* Bruillels is now efleen;ed 
the moA populous city in the Aufbian Ne^ 

therlands. 
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therknds. The inhabitants have been 
lately numbered, and are found to amount 
to nearly a hundred thoufand*. 

Situated in fruitful plains, by the fide of 
rivers and navigable canals, the Flemiih 
cities were well plactti fdr . fuftaining thofe 
multitudes that they once contained, and 
for purfuing that Gottimerce by which they 
were foon diftinguiflled* The free fairs. 



* BentivogHo has def:rib«d. tl^s city and the countiy 
around: '* O quanto mi place Bniifeles et queflo fito. 
Giace m grembo d^un piano, at falir d'^un colk,' et da 
quella parte che fi va alzando, Jo feci la mia entrata, et 
non ho mai veduta Scena piu beHa. II paefe at intomo 
e ameniffimO) et- ora di mezzo A^o&o tide la primavera 
nei prati.** ^ . 

The principal cities of this country have been diftm-» 
guifhed by appellatiohs that . a^tly. enough chara£beniii 
them. Thus Bruflels is nanfted the noble, bmgel the 
anticnt, Ghent the great, Antwerp the wealthy, Louvaift 
the learned, Mechlin thetieat, Tht cky ^f Mechltp waf 
particularly cherifhed by the, Dukes of Burgundy^ whp 
cre^ed here a celebrated tribunal, br'couhcil, named by 
diflindtion the Grf at Coiipcil, which antiently fofhttsd a 
wider jurifdii^lion, and to which .appeals are fiill carried 
from the Councils of 'Flanders^ knd Nahjur. 
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whofe origin is very antient, and of whlch^ 
though now of lefs utility, the remains are 
ftill to be found here, contributed greatly 
to the progrefs of commerce, as well as to 
the growth of the cities of the Low-Coun- 
tries. Baldwin, Count of Flanders, ob- 
tains the praife of having granted free fairs 
to many of his cities in the tenth century, 
when the precious metals were yet fo 
fcarce, that commercial intercourfe was 
commonly carried on by barter. In an age 
when commerce was fo much pppreffed by 
the feudal tyranny, the merchants were 
encouraged to repair to free fairs, where, 
by the favour of Princes, they poffeffed 
opportunities of traffic, with fecurity to 
therhfelves and their efiedls. The various 
merchandise di(played at the free fairs, 
drew the refort of ftrangers from diftant 
parts j who found there many articles of ufe 
or ornament, which, at a timie when traf- 
fic was fo little diffufed, they fought for in 

vain 
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vain in other places. Amufement, no lefs 
than convenience, attrafted themultitudct 
The merchants were accompanied by co- 
medians and muficians, who entertained 
the croud with fhows and interludes, that 
they might the more eafily allure them to 
lay out their money in merchandife *• 
Such were the firft rude effays of commerce ; 
and from thefe beginnings the free fairs 
grew into high repute, enlarging and en- 
riching the cities in which they were held. 
The fairs of Bruges and Antwerp were of 
principal note, and drew a vaft confluence 
of ftrangers. The ingenious Erafmus, 
who beheld this country in its moft bril- 
liant age, under Charles the Fifth, has 
laid the fcene of a lively dialogue in a 
journey to the fisur of Antwerp. 

The ftately edifices that are found in 
thefe fpacious cities, which at prefent are 

* The entertainments of Bartholomew Fair, now abridged 
by the magiflratei had a like origin. 

not 



not furpaiCtl by many, and unticntljr were 
iafefior in beauty to *none, of the 
ckies of the octgbbouring <xmnt(ies, have 
been often noticed aod defcribed with great 
particularity. In a country noted for her 
munificence to the church, and for the 
fplendour of rel^on, ftately convents adl 
noble temples, decorated with fculptures 
and paintings, the woHks of the gwat 
Flemilh nia^fl«ers, make no fmali part of 
the pride of the cities. The ipl^n^ii 
abbey t)f St. Peter, whofe abbot holds ^ 
high rank in Flanders, adorns the city of 
Ghent : . the admired paintings of RubeDS 
give peculiar 'diifliin'ftian to the noble cathe- 
dral of Antwerp. The Stad-houfe, or 
Guild-hall, venerable for the moft part hj 
its Gothic Qrchitedure, and oniai;nen!ted 
with the ftatues ctf the antient Princes of 
the country, is always a diftinguilhcd edi- 
fice in cities, which fo early acquired .the 
form and authority of .fmalJLiq^ublics, <8nd 

to 
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to whole magiftrates fuch impoitant func* 
tions are committied. Tha edi^s that 
belong to the Companies of Arts and 
Trades, vflnkh pofiefs here fo much Infiu- 
enoe^ &nd without who& cooient no Tub* 
fidy can be granted to the Prince^ are alio 
conipt^uous buiidkigs, diftk^guiflied ibme- 
times by whimfical names, and a whim- 
feal c^rchite^ure +• The early rights that 
wtre acquired by dties^ drawing the vil* 
kger& to ieek an abode within their wails, 
bacrea>fed the tijimber of citizens. Op<- 
prei&d by their feudal Lords, the inhabitants 
of the country igladly withdrew from the 

f Thus the edifice belonging to tire Company of Mari- 
Ikers, at SrtrHels, b Ifo coi^rudledy that its tapper fioiy re<* 
femblos perfectly the ftem of a fliip. 

Inftances of little ornaments and conceits in architecture^ 
ardfctilpturc are tiat unufual here. Thcdhffonogram dif- 
pl^ys itfetf pompoully, in capiul letters, in the infcriptions 
of moft public buildings, and haunts even temples and 
aitax^. Inchui^ches, the&ul{)tor has ecipbyed his art in 
the decoration of the pulpit, Avhich, for the moft part, pre- 
fects an allegory or fcripture hiftory executed with curious 
wiarlcmanlhi|>. 

lands 
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lands of haughty Barons, to enter inta 
cities, where they were under the jurif-^ 
didion ot their own Magiftrates, and 
where, by the exercile of trades and crafts, 
they acquired property and confideration in 
the State. The Princes alfo, willing to 
diminifti the power of the great Barons, 
and to leffeii the number of their vaffals, 
were not difpleafed that the villagers de* 
ferted the lands of their Lords, and by 
ordinances gave countenance to their fettle^ 
ment in cities. In the time of Henry the 
Firft, Duke of Brabant, who began to 
reign in the end of the twelfth century, 
it was already grown into a law, that all 
who had inhabited the city for a year and a 
day were entitled to partake of its privileges, 
and could not be reclaimed by their Lords. 
By degrees liberty was extended to the 
country, and the villages in imitation of 
the cities obtained the privilege, that the 
power of judging fliould be ' transferred 

from 



fh)m tb^ brd, or bi9 bailifFy to the villager 
magtfl!racy. But the rights acquired ill 
the Q)imtry were not k> cOafiderable as iDl 
.the cities, to whbie privilisges may be 
ascribed in a great degree the £b^rty that 
thef? Provincea have enjoyed tbrouf h fb 
many ages. 

In the Fieml(|i cities are ftill to be 
found the remains of thofe military bands^ 
and orders^ in Vi^hich all the inhabitant*, 
were {orxnerly ei»roIled, and trained ;t9 
martial exercifes. Thefe bands of wdr* 
like citizens, who together . with the 
feudal vaflals aocDmpanied the Prince to 
the field, and fought under their own 
banners,, ftrengthened, as; has been re- 
mai^Kcd, the power of the Sovei^ign ; and 
the pivil^es obtained by cities were fome- 
times beflowed, in return for the eminent 
fervices performed by the citizens in battle* 
Neither were thefe military bands led from 
their cities to war^ by the noere will of the 

K Prince. 
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Pridcc. in the beginning of the fifteettth 
century, when the <:itizens of Brtiffels, 
fummoned by Antony of Burgundy Duk® 
of Brabant, had afiembled iti arms, being 
informed by their magiftrate^ that their 
Prince, from pride or from obftinacy, re* 
fiifed to declare againft what enemy he 
intended to lead them, they withdrew 
from the ftandard of the Duke, and left 
him with his feudal vaflals to purfue the 
war agaibft the Duke of Gelderland, 
whofe name he had refufed to difclofe. The 
military fervice of the cities has long iince 
fallen into difufe| ; but contefts in archery 

and 

X The want of "cxaft difcipline among t]|ip bands of 
citizens^ and that good cheer whkh they were accufionoed 
to make at home, and did not eafily renounce vi the camp, 
vproved fometimes a difadvantage in war.* Froiflart has 
drawn a lively pi^ure of the Burgher^ of Bruflels^ at the 
battle of Bas^weilery where Wenceflaus Duke of Brabant 
was overthrown by the Duke of Julicrs. 

*^ Autour du Due eiloient, fur les champs, fes Bnicellois, 
\ montes les aucuns k cheval, et leurs valets par derriere 
^ euxy qili portoient flafcons.et bouteiUes de vin, trouf- 



TB£ AUST&XAN MEfHtllLAKDS* t$t 

and other exercifes that ftill return at ftated 
times, recall the meoiory of that autient 
warfare, and of thofe inftitutions by which 
the citizens were formerly trained to 
arms. The Princes of the country have 
fometimes engaged in thefe exercifes, and 
have not been difpleafed to carry away 
the prize: an annual proceiii9n dill celc- 

fees ^ leurs fe^les-, et auffi^ parmi ce^ ftKiftBge et pafl^ 
de faumoQSy de truites, et d'anguilles, enveloppees de 
belles petites toUdiiles ; et enfognoieht la durement ces 
gens la pldce de leurs chevatkx, tant qu'on ne fe pouvoit 
aider de-nul cofte. Done dit Gkard de Bies au Due, *' Sire, 
commandez que la place foit vuide de ces chevaux. lis 
nous empefchent trop grandement : nous ne pouvoos 
veoir autour de nous, n'avoir la congnoiifance de I'avant* 
garde, ni de rarricre-garde de voftre Marifchal Meffirc 
Robert de NaniUr."-- " Jc le vucil," dit k Due, ^ le 
commanda. Adonc prit Girard foo glaive . entre ica 
maids, and auffi firetit fes compagnoniSy et comirencerent 
ii fxapper fur les baciaets et fur les cbevaux ; et tanfoft 
la place eo fut delivree, car nul ne vouloit volontiers v^ir 
fdntdui^er havr^r he noehaigner." Girard de Bies did 
well with his fword'to clear the ground, and to reprefs 
this croud of BruiTelers, who embarrafled the armyt 
and had brought fuch ample flore of r^eflunentft for 
Chemfelyes into the field* 

K 2 bratcs 
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brates the triumph that the Infanta IfabcUa 
obtaitied by her fltill m archeiy. 

As in the cities the inhabitants were 
enrolled in bands for the exercife df arms, 
and in companies for the profecution of 
trades, fo alfo they iVcre dilpofed iiito 
Societies that cnkivated the elegant and' 
"liberal arts. Thefe Ibcieties, diftinguiflied 
by fanciful namp;, as the Rofe^ the Peony^ 
the Fountain, took in a large part of- the 
citizens, and made at times public exhi- 
bitions^ in which they entertained their 
Princes with dramatic reprefentatiojis, 
and emblematic (hews, according to the 
tafte of thofe days, and, inftituting literary 
contefts, and beftowing priies, animated 
the ingenious to excel in eloquence and 
poefy. On certain occafions, thefe focie- 
ties from all the cities were fumnioned to 
aflembk. together, when, vying with each 
other in fplendor, in thefe times of opu- 
^ lence,. they difplayed an extraordinary mag- 
nificence* 
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nificence.. A contention was then hel4 
between them in trials of eloquence and 
4ifplays of geni^Sy as well as in the pride 
of (hews and pageants, and prizes were 
affigned to thofe that were judged to exceL 
Aflemblies of that kind were cuftomary at 
the acceffion of their Princes. The Flemifli 
writers have delated a pompous exhibition 
of this fort, at the acceffion of Philip the 
Second, when the Marygold of Bruffels, 
the Peony of Mechlin, and the Rofe ot 
Louvain, with other fbcieties, repaired in 
great pomp tq Antwerp, by the invitation 
of the Violet of Antwerp. The various fo- 
cieties gained various prizes, and the Peony 
and the Rofe were not undiftinguiflied. 
The prize of magnificence was adjudged to 
the Marygold of Bruffels, oh account ot 
that fplendid proceffion of cars and horfe-^ 
men and proud pageants that graced her 
entry. With fuch feftivities, thefe Pra- 
vinces honoured the accoflion of Philip- the 
f K 3 Seconj 
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Second, littje forcfceing the calamities that 
awaited thcto in the reign of that Prince. 

The cities of this country, which has fb 
often been the theatre of wars, have been 
renowned by the fieges that they fuftaincd, 
and by the ftrong fortifications with which 
they were begirt. In the long wars which 
werp waged in Flanders, during the reign 
of Louis the Fourteenth; thefe ftrong 
places were befieged alternately by the arms 
of that Prince, and by the arms of the allied 
powers that withftood the ambition of 
France. The befiegers and befieged ex- 
haufted all the refources of the military art 
in the attack' and defence of the cities, and 
the (kill of the greateft engineers was dif- 
played in ftrengthening their fortifications. 
The fieges of Mons, of Tournay, of Atfa, 
are celebrated in the hiftory of thefe times: 
Namur, taken by Louis the Fourteenth, 
and afterwards retaken by his rival King 
William, furnifhed atheme to the contend- 

ing 
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ing wits of England and France. During 
thefe contefts, while the cities palSed al- 
ternately from one matter to another, they 
experienced many calamities of war. Their 
inhabitants were ditturbed in their peace- 
ful induftry by inceflant fieges, and their 
buildings were laid in ruins by the batteries 
of the affailants. Four thoufand houfes 
and fourteen c)iurches at BruiTels were re- 
duced to afhcs, at the end of the laft cen- 
tuary, when that city was bombarded by 
the Marftial Villeroy^ who thus aveng- 
ed the cities on the coafts of France 
bombarded by the fleets of England. Lux* 
em burg and Charleroy fhared the fame 
fate with Bruffels. The invafion of 
the Auftrian Netherlands by Louis the 
Fifteenth, was alfo deftruftive to the 
Flemifh cities, compelled to yield to the 
fierce artillery of the Marshal Saxe, 

The prefent Sovereign of thefe Pro- 
vinces, adopting a new fyftem, has com- 
K 4 manded 
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jttzndti, the icides to be difmantled, and 
tbc lbilificatiQii$ by which they were fur- 
rounded to be deftroyed. This older has 
beca carried into execution. Thefe high 
works^ raifed ^Yith fo much labour a^d 
cxpcncc, are overthrown, the deep ditches 
ve filled up, and fruitful crops are already 
gathered from the ground, that was 
pofleiTed by baftions and ravelins* Of the 
many cities of the Flemifh Provinces, Lux- 
emburg alone^ counted among the ftrongeft 
fertre^es of Europe, remains fortified to- 
wards France, and Antwerp towards Hol« 
land. 

Motives of no flight weight are faid to 
have determined the Sovereign to take this 
mieafure* Thefe cities of vaft extent are 
not to be garrifoned but by numerous bat* 
talions : even with a ftrong garrifon,' where 
their bounds are {o wide, they may not be 
able long to reiift, in an age in which the 
art of befieging is fo much advanced ; and 

if 
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if they are furrendered, the mimerous bat« 
talions by which they were garrifohed^ 
made prifoners of war, arc loft to tlic State, 
and the Sovereign wages war with dimi- 
nifhed force. If the cities^now.difmantled 
prefent noobftacle to invaders, yet they 
afford no ramparts or entrenchments by 
which an enemy can be covered. The 
Imperial armies advance to the fuccours of 
the Provinces ; and the enemies, if worfted 
in the field, cannot maintain themfelves in 
a country where there are no ftrong holds. 
This fyftem has been purfucd with fuccefs 
in other parts, and may well be adopted 
with regard to this country, by a Sovereign 
who poffeftes dominions fo vaft and fb far 
removed from this flenderpartof his States, 
andVhofe armies, though mighty, muft 
neceffarily be ftationed near the center of his 
Empire. The learned in the engineer's art 
behold with regret the demolition *of thefo 
• fortifications, mafter-pieces of the Ikill of 

Cohorn 
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Cohori? and Vauban ; but they who love 
the repofe of mankind, are not diipleafed 
With a fyftcm that leflcns the horrors of 
war, and exempts froth fbh!e part of its 
calamities the induftrious inhabitants of 
cities. ■ ' 



SEC 
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SECTION yiii. 

COMMERCE and manufafture have 
decline^ in the Auftrian Netherlands^ but 
agriculture is undecayed. The populouf- 
nefs of the cities is diminifhed, but the 
number of inhabitants in the country is 
augmented beyond the parallel of paft 
times. Even in the moft flourishing time 
of thefe Provinces, under the Dukes of 
Burgundy and the firft Princes of the 
Auftrian line, the appearance of the coun* 
try in regard to culture and population did 
not equal its prefent ftate. • 

The natives of this region betook them- 
felves at an early time to the art of hus- 
bandry, to which they were invited by a 
foil well adapted to vegetation, and by the 

happy 
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happy temperature of the climate. In ages 
when only a rude tillage was known in the 
neighbouring countries, agriculture had at- 
tained herfe to a great degree of perfeftion, 
and had gained that firm pofleflion of the 
Ibil which it has fine? kept. The fertility 
of Flanders was not liibdued by the ravages 
of war itfjblf. Ev«i in the lafl century, in 
that mofl iinprofperous period when the 
other arts of the Flemife Provinces funk 
tfnd fi:ll into decline, agriculture flill re- 
tainfed its vigour : but during the long 
tranquillity which the prefent century has 
afibrded, this art has acquired a new a£fci* 
vity, and has advanced thefe lands to a ftiU 
higher ftate of improvement. Where thp 
tillage was impcrfed, a more complete 
hulbandry has taken place : large tra£ts 
that <V€rc formerly wafte have been fub- 
jeded^ to the plough : the villages have in- 
QTbiSiikd III extent and in number, and a 
4egre§ of populoufnefs is found in fome 

of 
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of thefe Pravinces, that Is not perhaps fur- 
paffed in 'zny part of Europe. 

The rural fcene ptefents here pleafing 
profpefts on all fides, fields* crowned with 
fruitful crops, meadows covered with nu- 
merous herds, neat and commodious farm- 
lioufes fet fingly or in groupes, chearfiil 
and crouded villages embowered among 
trees, and divided from each other by fmall 
intervals. Between fuch fair landfcapes 
wind the rivers, or extend the clear canals 
of Flanders and Brabant. The bounty of 
tlie land is difFufed in decent competence 
through all the multitude that inhabits it ; 
and the looks of the labourer, his whole- 
fome fare and neat dwelling, exprefs that 
he has his fliare of that plenty with which 
his induftry crowns the fields. 

Agriculture flourifhes greatly in Brabant 
and Haynault, but it is in the Province of 
Flanders that this art has attained its 
higheft praifc. Hexe were made the car- 

lieft 
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Jieft improvements of bufbandry. In thefe 
rich plains 9 the plough, long held in vene* 
ration, has left the feweft fpaces wafte o^ 
unemployed; and the hufbandman^s art, 
aided here by long experience and purfued 
with conftant induftry, exhibits mod the 
extent of its power in the copious produc- 
tions that it calls forth from the earth. 

The fields of Flanders never repofe or 
lie fallow, yet the rich foil fails not to re- 
pay the care of the farmer by a conftant 
fucceflion of fruitful crops. Nor is he 
fatisfied only with the crops that the fum- 
mcr ripens. Soon as the harvefts are ga-^ 
thered, the earth receives again into its 
bofom new feeds or plants, and new crops 
of greens and vegetables arife, that cover 
the fields through the autumgti and the 
whiter months, till the fpring warns to 
prepare the ground for the enfuing feafon. 
Such is the fertility which thefe lands de- 
rive from the natural goodnefs of the foil, 

from 
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from the rich manure which numerous 
cities and viUages bcftow, and from excel- 
lent methods of agriculture ; but above all^ 
from the patient toil of the hufbandman^ 
ivho labours in theie fields with unequalled 
induftry and pains ; 

Exercetque frequens tellurem, atqne imperat arvis. 

^ The farms in Flanders are fmall, rarely 
exceeding fifty acres,, and frequently con- 
trailed within a narrower bound. Set at a 
fmall diftance from each other in the center 
of their refpeftive farms, as . is often the 
cafe here, the farm-houfes, when feen 
from fome eminence, prefent a continued 
village, and exhibit a pidure of great po- 
pulation. The fmall extent of the farms 
has been thought, and not without reafon, 
to have contributed much to the exafl: cul- 
ture and populoufnefs of Flanders. In ,a 
fmall farm, each part feen by the eye of 
the matter has its due tillage : the work of 

hulbandry 
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liu^bdndry is chiefly performed by the far^ 
mer and hu family, who ipare no pains to 
cultivate that fseid vfhtch affiares their ^ih« 
fiftence ; and the glebe, lubdued and ma- 
nured with ailidiaoHS^ cure, makes a large 
return to that labour which k beftowed qq 
its culture* A vaft population fpriags up, 
and the land is covered with the dwellings 
of a multitude of cultivators, who find 
each in the produce of that fmall farm 
which he tills, a decent and comfortable 
maintenance. It happens otlierwife in a 
country where the farms are of wide ex- 
tent. In a large farm, many parts are 
overlooked or neglefted, .and a more negli- 
gent culture is beftowed by hired labourers, 
more remifs and lefs interefted in the crop. 
The great farmer is placed in a ftate of 
higher plenfy, and his dwelling, his furni- 
ture, and table exprefs his opulence ; byt 
while he enjoys this affluence,^ and while 
luxury gaips admittance among a rank of 

. men 
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men to whofe condition it is ill»fuited, the 
populoufnefs of the country decays, the 
number of induftrious cultivators is dimi- 
nifhed, and extreme indigence is often 
found in the dwellings of the cottagers that 
inhabit around. 

The other Provinces have remarked the 
advantages which Flanders has derived 
from the fmall extent of the farms, and 
have imitated that example. The States 
of Hayhault have, by an cx{>refs law, 
limited the extent of the farms in that 
Province, and have ordained, that no farm 
(hall contain a larger fpace than a hundred 
and fifty acres. The good efFeds of this 
regulation, which was made about thirty 
years ago, have been fenfibly found. Since 
that time, the fields in Haynault are more 
completely cultivated, the lands are not 
permitted to lie fallow, the country has 
become more populous, and the villages, 
ittcreafing, draw nearer to each other. 

L The 
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The States of Brabant and Natnur meditate 
hy ^ fimilar iaw to circumfcribe the extent 
of farms in thefe Provinces* That part of 
. Brabant which is called the Walloon Bra- 
bant, is a country caft into large fernas^ 
and from that circumftance is lefs populous^ 
and nK>re imperfedUy cultivated, than other 
parts 6f that Province where the imall 
Jfarms obtain. 

A contrary pra£tice has for fome.time 
paft prevailed in England, where the nucn* 
ber of fmall farms id diminiflied, and where 
the proprietors of eftates have ia frequent 
jnflances adopted the plan of laying m^y 
fmall farms into one large farm. Agri* 
eulture has not profited by this alteration^ 
The glebe, flmted in its tiUage where a 
iingle mafler grafps a large extent of fields, 
has not yielded more abundant harveib ; 
•and the markets, lefs amply provided in 
ibme important articles, mifs that iii^ly 
which they were accoilomcd to draw from 

the 
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the fmall farms, The populoiifnefs of th« 
fcoilhtry Has fallen. While the itianfiort 
of the great farmer has rifen tiiore often- 
tatioufly, thdfe niinierotis tenements that 
were fca tiered through the fieldi, or that 
iencitcled the ichearful greeii, have difap^* 
jpeared, and the delerted village has fur* 
faifhed a thenie for the poet's fong. The 
antieiit tenant^ finding tio bccupatioii itl the 
fields where he has fpent his yoiith, and 
iiof caring, as a mercenary, to plough that 
land which he forhierly rented, forfakes 
Itiis native fliorei and feeks with his family 
iahbther cliihate where his iiiduftry may b4 
better tequitedi Otheir difadvahtages may 
he tiiimberedi that have floived frorii thi» 
pra^ice; Let it be remarked ki aii article 
bf fome moment, that the firm and tndo^ 
pendent fplrit of a bold peafantry is better 
- nouriihed. among that rank of men by 
iR^dm fmiiil farms are occupied, thaa 
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among fervile labourers who perform the 
'taiks of hufbandry in larger farms *. 

The country of Wafs, a diftrid lying 
along the northern bank of the Scheld be- 
low Ghent (the fcene antiently of wars be- 
tween the Counts of Flanders and of Hol- 
land, and through, which m later times 
the Prince of Parma, in the memorable 
ficge of Antwerp, drew a canal that ftill 
remains), is the pride of Flanders in rcfpeft 
of culture* and population. Yet the foil of 
the country of Wafs is in many parts un- 
grateful, and equals not in general the 
goodnefs of foil of other parts of Flanders : 
but, divided into flender heritages, and par- 
celled out into fmall farms that often do 
not exceed twenty acres, fertilized by rich' 
manure, and fubdued by the unceafiiig 

. ~ * A learned and ingenious Engliihman refiding at Bnxf- 
lelSf the Abbe^Iann, whofe ftudies have been long duelled 
to the ftate of the Aui^rian NetherUnds» has treated this 
argument* of great and fmall &rmsy in fiflaye publiQied in, 
'jiie Jdisipoirs of the Royal Academy of Bi-uffels. 

labour 
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labour of the peafant, whp here, imitating 
the garddier's ikUl, applies the fpade and 
the hoe, no Icfs than the plough, to the 
culture of his narrow field, this diftri6: 
furpaffes all the trads of this fruitful re- 
gion in the abundance of its crops. A vaft 
population is founcj in this territory, whofe 
villages are equal to large cities. St. 
Kicholas, and Lockeren, villages of the 
country of Wafs, contain each npt lefs 
than 10,000 inhabitants. 

The Province of Flanders, now fb culti- 
vated, wore antiently a far different afpeft. 
The vaft foreft of the Ardennes, of which 
there are yet fbnae {lender remains here in 
the pleafant wood of Wynendale and other 
fmalier woods, then overfpread all that 
region :. the firft Counts of Flanders, on 
account of the deep forefts that covered 
their domain, were named the Fo^refter s of 
Flanders. Marfhes alfb and ftagnant wa- . 
tcrs abounded. A moid flty added to the 

L 3^ natural. 
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natural bumnlity of the foil ; and the Schell 
^nd pther rivers^ as yet unreftfaified I^ 
djrkes, and keeping no certain bedf o?iar'* 
^wed the level face of the country. 

Agriculture ^nd the art of man h^e 
Wrought the mighty change that is now 
ieen. The Mphljis, who in early times 
. united ruftic labour with contemplatioft 
and prayer, introduced the firfi rude 
tillage* Thofe fertile fields that furrdund 
the Qponaftic houfes were in their original 
ftate wild and fayage trails, that were 
pleared of their wood$» and fubdued to ci>i«- 
ture, by religious hands. The violence of 
a barbarous age reipe£t:ed the labour of holy 
men: feudal Xjords beheld with furpriz? the 
eflfefts of *induftry, and lands were beftowed 
on the monafteries, as the charters by 
which they are granted iexprefs, that they 
l^iight be rendered fruitful by the (kill of 
(he Monks. The fathers of the ton vent, 
extending their lan4s and gaining new heUi& 

from 



fforii the wUdem^ifs, afibciatejd oth^r hands 
ia ^if toil ; an4 around the monaftery 
Me frequent cottages, the habitations of 
labourers, the beginning of populous vil- 
lages, and fometime$ ofilouri(hing cities^. 

Agricultu» 

* Theinduftry of the Monks in Plandcrs had begun m 
Ibc.feveatb century. Among the ApoiUeaof the Chriftiaii 
faith at that time in Flanders was St. Livin, a native of 
6cotland,"whofe memory Ghent ftill venerates and who fell 
a, inart|rr to his zeal in Holtbam, no\y Hatitheim, a dHr 
tri^tof Flanders not for from Ghent. The Latin verfes of 
bti livio Hill remaih ; from wMch it appears Ihat'Holthano, 
vr)vch, in tl^ anticnt language of Fija^^ery as well as af 
England, fignified a woody dwelling, had at that time been 
kipmved by the labour of theMoiAa, and that fruitfiil 
fields had fucceeded.to the deep woods from which Holtham 
took its name. The verfe^ of St. Livin are written from 
% fglilude^ if^to iiifhicbl\e bad retired from the rage of his 
perfecutors, and where he was (upplied with nouriibment l^ 
idle monalleiy of Ghent. 

G^a par^t gremifiin? quomafoyetuberelato, 
Invitat, niulcct,. nutrit, amat, refovet. 

Ha^cquQque dumfcribO) properaiiSagi^tpc.afelli 
Munere nos folitd pondere laflus edit : 
" R^uris delicias offert, cum la6le butynim, 
Ovaque, cafcoli^ plena caniftra prepunt. 
The large poiTeilions that were beflowed on the antient 
fioaafierydf Ghent, the foundation of its noble cathedral 
L 4 dedicated 
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Agriculture thu$ introduced by tke 
Monks, made i rapid progrefs as the yoke 
af feudal oppreilion became lighter, and as 
the Peafants acquired privileges, by which 
they were fecured from the violence of 
their Lords, The cities of Flanders rifing 
11 trade and arts, afibrdeda great ecicou^ 
ragcmetit to agriculture. The Merchant, 
adventurous in commerce, by which he 
was enriched, exerted the fame enterprifing 
fpirit in cultivation : -the Nobles, that they 
might procure thofe luxuries which the 
commerce of the cities prefented, turn^ 
their care to the improvement of their 
demefnes; and the Hufbandman, who in the 
large coufumption of crouded cities found 
a ready market for the produce of his fields, 
was tempted on that account to redouble 

dedicated to St. Bavo» drew a great rcfort to that neighbour- 
hood, and fir ft advanced Ghent from an o^fcurp village ta a 
city of great note. St. Bavo, who poflefTed large eflatcsjti 
thefe parts, and who took the reirgiou3 habit at Client, W9$ 
a liberal bcncfaftor to the monaftcry, 

his 



hjisb iiv^uft^y. Th^ Princes ^Ifo beheld thp 
f^ogrefs of this. u{eful art with peculiar 
fgvrour ; and the Counts of Fknders, as itts 
faid, beftowed rewards oil thofe who ex* 
celled itt agriculture. Already in the 
twt^lfth century, the deep forefts of Flan- 
ders were cat down, and the foil laid open 
tp Xhe rays of the fun : fpacious cauab 
vtcrc formed, whu:h»:whilft they drained the 
lands, opened the communication, of the 
country. The Scheld, compelled to yield 
up fruitful fields that had long been hiddeii 
•under his wave, was reftrained by dykes, 
and' obliged to keep a certain bed *• Flanv 
. ; ' ders 

• * A double dyke retrains the Scheld not far from Bofn- 
heni in Flanders, where that river antiently overflowed;^ . 
large traft, and where it appears evidently to have changed 
hsbed. A lake, on whofe bank is fituated the antient 
caftle of Bomhcm, bears ftill the name of the Old Scheld, 
and marks the antient bed of the river, from which the 
Scheld now makes' a great deviation. The rich fields named 
the Polders, adjacent to the lake, have been gained from 
the river, which in old times took its courfe through them. 
Kot long ago the pea^uats, cfigging in the Folders, at fome 

depth 
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^ers became the moft cultivated and moft 
fertile domain of Europe ; and th<^Ugh (he 
has fince been imitated by other toations, 
her praifc has not fallen, EJngland, wher* 
tillage was fb long in an imperfedJ: ftate,' 
and whicl^ took from this country leffons 
of husbandry as well as of other arts, fat 
furpaffing Flanders ii> commerce and ma- 
nufa£kures,' has not yet furpafled her ii^ 
agriculture. ' ' ^ 

depth under the fur&ce found a long galley of a fingular 
conftrudtion, wluch, from the rude deicription of the pea* 
iants, has been conjediured tp have bef n a Roman gaUfy> 
or trircrois : it is to be regretted that this galley was de- 
tkroy^^ before it had been examined by the learned in an- 
tiquities. In the fame place were found medals of the 
Emperor Commodus, and flatues of Jupiter m bronze : 
the fiatues vere maimed^ and appealed to have fciffioped 
violence from the hands of men. It is recorded ^ that the 
Flemings, when they were converted to the ChriiHan faith,' 
broke the ibttues of the gods, and threw tihem in{Q ihq 
Scbeld. . ,,,. 

Near the village of Bomhem, is fituated a convent of 
EngUfh Monks of the Dominican order. The learned .fa^ 
thers of that convent, which was founded by Cardinal How- 
ard, employ their leifure m the education of youth. * 

* Liberty,"- 



' Liberty, which firft animated the induftry 
f)f the huibaftdman in thefe parts, flill iu& 
tains hi8 labours. The preient SovereiglH 
by a£l:s that add fignal luftre to his reign) 
^k&to promote agriculture in other parts of 
his wide Empite, by the enfranchilemcnt 
of the Peafants from that feudal bondage 
in which they have been long kept by th^ 
J^oble)5. A; like attention has not been 
needed in this country, where the Peafant, 
lio lefs than the Lord, poffeffes rights that 
tpay not be invaded with impunity, and 
where thofe feudal fervitudes, that ftill dif- 
grace fome parts of this ifland, have been 
long unknown. Confcious of his privileges, 
the Flemilh peafant refumes-his toils, nor 
repines whilft the laws fecure to him his. 
^property in that field which he cultivates*- 
The feafpn that renews his labours brings 
alfo along the appointed days of fport and 
fecreation. A religion more indulgent to 
hc^r votaries gladdens him with her return- 
ing 
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ing holidays, that are accocopanieci by 
•(ports, and games, and exercifes, confe* 
crated by long ufage. The Kerre-Mefle, 
or feftival of the Samt who is the patron 
of the parifli-church, diflblves all the vil- 
lage in mirth and oblivion of care, and the 
jocund neighbourhood exhibits thofe feftive 
fcenes, which the pencil of the Flemifli 
painter has fo often fought to imitate. Re- 
ftored by this remiffion of toil, the hulband- 
man »rifes more vigorous to purfue his 
talks, and the year is crowned with plenty 
by his redoubled activity. . ^ 

All the various kinds of grain are culti- 
vated happily in this country. Yeais of 
fcarcity that ^ffcd: other parts of Europe 
are little known here, where the crops of ^ 
ordinary feafbns yield a much larger ftor^ 
than the fubiiftence of the inhabitants, 
though numerous, requires, and where the 
exportation of grain to other countries l^fs 
fortunate, forms a principal branch of ccwv: 

merce. 
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rherce. The flax- of Flanders not onl^ 
fupplies to that Province Its chief manu- 
facture, but, yields alfo a profitable article 
of traftic with oth^r nations. - Many va* 
luable pliuitst adapted to various ufes are 
raifed with fuccefs : tobacco^ naay be ranked 
among thefe plants : legumes aiid all the 
tribes of elculent roots gtow in abundance, 
and have lent to England moftof her vege- 
tables of that clafs. Viiies vvqre formerly 
trained in Flanders and Brabant ; but the 
vine, lefs grateful to the planter's care, has 
given way to products that are better fulted 
to the clime and foil, and in which the 
huJbandman finds a greater advantage. 

Agriculture, whilft it fupplies materials 
to commerce and manufafture, is alfo more 
pernianent than either, and affords a more 
folicf bafis of national profperity. The ma- 
nufaxSlures of Louvain have failed, and the 
trade of Antwerp is fallen ; but the fields 
of Flanders keep a coiiftant fertility. Agri-^ 
culture '41fo entertains a race of men, tem- 
perate, . 
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perate, hardy, limplc, that withftand tlie 
attacks of luxury, and among whcnn virtue 
lingers long, when corniptibn has gained 
the other ranks of the State. Even in the 
improved ibte which huibandry has attained 
in this ifland^ England has ftill Cau(e to 
ipiake it a reproach to hor inhabitants; that 
they have not enoqgh itfye&ed agriculture; 
and that, intent on colonies and foreign pof* 
ieflionsi they have neglected the due im- 
provement of her foil, the bieftfoUrceof 
wealth: Hence, while a defective tillage 
i« found in many places, and while in oiEher 
parts vaft tra£ts of ground are yet udf«b<-. 
dued by the. plough, heriiativesbdve pafied 
into foreign climes, where themifelv^s v6it\x 
their induftry have been loft to the fwsut 
country, or where, with impaired IsefiA^^ 
and too often with idtpoired virtue^ ikty 
have acquired Indian g<Jd, tetttrning* ta 
advance the reign of luxtlry^t Itomet It^ 
ei:t;end the ^orcuptien ^f flMttng age. ? 

8 EC- 
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SECTION IX. 

. If H E Auftrifin Netherlands are boun^** 
. ^d Oil the North hy Holland* 

I'hat union, in which the Princes of Bur* 

giindf had jomed the Provinces of the Low^ 

<3ouioitrics, having been diiiblred by the arbi- 

/|;rary and impolitic condu^ of Philip the Se* 

c^fid^thc republic of Holland arofe; and in* 

cObiiderable In the beginning, with a rapid 

progrefs almoft unparalleled in the hiftory of 

Hationa, even in the midft of a fierce and 

db^inate war^ attained a furpriiing height 

. of gjedtnefa. . When the republic, at the 

' :{)caee of Munfter, fettled the independ- 

.^lice 6f her own States on a firm bafis, 

N ^^ alj(o. avaikd herielf of her fucccfies in 

. fv^fi tn fubjeQ: to her domkiation a large 

., partbof the^.Cath<alic Province* from which 

Cbe was aowLfepasated, and-whofe fiill teid 

Z' "i- contributed 
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cratributed fo greatly to her own exalta- 
tion. Fortunate conjunftures fiuce that 
time enabled' her to maintain and improve 
the advantages which (he gained over the 
Auftrian Provinces at the peace of Munften 
The courfe of rivers, the Meufe and the 
Scheld, fcparates by a natural boundary 
Flanders and Brabant from the Provinces 
of. Holland; but the power of Holland has 
paflcd this natural boundary. A large part 
of Brabant is poffeffed by Holland, together 
with the fovereignty of that Jong courfe qf 
the Meufe which wafhes this Province a>u 
the Eaft and the North. M^ny import^ 
cities are found in the Dutch Brabant.; 
among others Bois-lerDuc, 6ne. of the fo^f^ 
principal cities of the .Province^ na^d 
from thofe woods, the a^tient chace, of t\\p 
Dukes of Brabant, by which it wa^ for^ 
merly furrounded; alio Grave,, aud other 
cities on the Meufe, which weri^;l}i|ld pf 
ifuch account of old, that the Joy<jus.^rtt^ 

impofed 
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impofed an etigagemefat bti the Sovereign^ 
to keep'thefe cities, as far is it \fras pofliblet 
ehnys united to his State of Brabant. Of 
Flanders a fmaller part is under the domi* 
hion of the Republic, but not lef^ import- 
ant j ak that narrow tradt Which belongs , 
to Holland, lying near the mouth of the 
Scheld, and forming on one fide the ihore 
tof that river, while Zeland forms theoppo* 
iite'fliore, has founded that title, of which 
Holland has availed herfelf to aflume the 
fole havigation of the Scheldt A part alfo, 
of Lihiburg, though entirely divided from 
the lands of the Republic, has been added 
to the fcvereignty of Holland, which at the 
fame time poffefTed herfelf of the ftrong, 
city of Maeftricht, fituate on the borders 
of Limburg, though accounted among 
the dties of Brabant. 

Whilft the Republic thus ftretched her 

dominion over a part of thefc Provinces, 

file alfo obtained a fingular prerogative in a 

M . part 
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part where (he held no dominion — the pre* 
i^atwe of placing garrifons in many of 
their frontier-cities. Alarmed at the dan^ 
gerous neighbourhood o£ France^ Holland 
had very early feen the importance of 
keeping the Catholic Provinces, interpofed 
between that kingdom and the Republic, 
as a bulwark to her own State againft 
France; and, from her apprehenfioti on 
that fcore, had been determined to lend 
a more ready fuccour to the Auiftrian Pro* 
vinces, when they were invaded by Louis 
the Fourteenth. The alarm of Holland 
was increafed, when the pretenfions of tlie 
houfe of Bourbon to the fucceffion of Spain, 
in cdnfequence of the will of Charles the 
Seconrd, left no longer any interval be* 
tween the confines . of France and tte 
confines of the Republic ; and that firm 
ftrpport which Holland ^ve to the grand 
alliance that was formed to oppofe die 
:preteniions of the family of Bourbon, 

was 
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Was founded oa her feiife of tHs danger 
to which (He wodld Be eipofed froni this 
extenfion of the French Monarchy. At 
the treaty of Utrecht, the Republic 
fully unfolded the maxims by which heir 
policy had Been guided ; and that flie niight 
ireiider the Auftrian Netherlands a ftrongcr 
irampart to her dwii State agairift Francei 
by the barriei' treaty coiiddded ibori afteri 
ihe impofed oh theoi this condition, that 
fcertairi cities on their Ibuthern frdnticr 
fliould be affigncd as barher-cities, a fafe- 
guard agalnil the Attacks of Prance^ aiid 
that thefc cities fliould Be garrifohed diily 
by the trbbps bf Hblland* The Catholic 
Pirovinces ifelt it ias a great degradation, 
that forile of their principal citieS Were to 
be garrifbned by the trbops of a foreigil 
power, and of a povirer which had ihewn 
fo jealbu§ a tenipei^ towards the Flemifli 
States i but their oppoiitioh was lAefiec- 
lual a^aiaft Holland feconded hy the 
♦' Mi powerful 
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powerful aid of England. Ypres, Menin, 
Tournay, Namur, and other cities, fituated 
on the fouthern frontier of the Auflrian 
Provinces, and forn^ing , a continued .line 
of fortrefles, were affigned as barrier-ci- 
ties agaihft France, and were occupied en- 
tirely by Dutch garrifons. A condition 
no lefs humiliating was added, that the 
expence of mviintainlng the garrifons of 
Hollafid in the barrier-cities fliould be 
def/ayed by the Catholic States. 

Fettered in their commerce, and exclu* 
ded from their noblcft rivers, rcftrained 
in their limits by Holland, and controuled 
alfb by her garrifons, the Auftrian Pro- 
vinces have borne with fome impatience 
that depreflion hi which they were kept 
by the Republic. The prcfent Sovereign, 
willing to raife his States to their juft im- 
portance, has fought, as far as is conhftent 
with the faith of treaties, to render the 
domination of Holland lefs burdenlbmc 

to 
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to his fubje£ls, and to guard againft Her 
encroachments on the{e countries. The 
Dutch garrifons, that feemed to keep thele • 
Provinces in a kind 6f fubjedion, have 
evacuated the barrier-cit'es, and the Fie- > 
mlngs are releafed fron that appearance 
of fervitude. In the war which Louis the 
Fifteenth waged in the Netherlands, thefe 
cities, ill defended by the Hollanders, 
were reduced by the arms of France, and 
the greateft part of them were difmantled 
before they were reftored to their Sove- 
reign. As the Republic had (hewn no 
difpolition to put thefe difmantled cities 
Into a flate of defence, and had not other- 
wife fulfilled the articles of the barrier- 
treaty, the Emperor thought himfelf no 
longer bound to continue ^the garrifons 
of Holland in places that were untenable 
in war,' and has freed his country from a 
mark of fubjedion galling to an independ- 
ent ftate- Holland had taken an oppor- 
M 3 x^ tunity 
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tunity at various times to advance he^ 
frontier beyond the limits marked by 
treaty, and to ufurp on the territory of thq 
Auftrian States, far removed from the eye 
of their Sovereign*. Thefe encroach- 
ments have been reftraincd, and the forts 
which the Republic had built on thq 
ufurped ground in Flanders have been 
overthrown. That generous fuccour, which 
the Spanifh Netherlands gave to Holland 
in the.laft century, in that moment of 
imminent danger when her State was 
invaded by the whole might of Louis the 
Fourteenth, and when England, under a 
monarch too carelefs of his own honour 
and of that of his people, was gained 
to the fide of France, contributed greatly 
to fave the Republic from entire deftruftion. 

* la the country of Liroburg, an antient trc^ nasncd^ 
from the' Dukes of Limburg, the (5ak of the Duke, not 
jnany years ago marked the limit of the lands of the Repub* 
lie, Holland had taken occafien by degrees to pafs beyoo4 
that limit. 

' ' • In 
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In a treaty concluded at tliat time between 
Spain and Holland, fo lately hoftile to each 
other, but now leagued againfb France, 
Holland expreffed her gratitude for that 
feafonable fuccour, and by an important 
article engaged to yield up Maeftricht to 
Spain, on the termination of the war with 
France ; an article which yet fhe took no 
care to fulfil, when the terror of the arms 
of Louis was^ withdrawn, and the per- 
formance of which, though often foli- 
clted, yet under various pretexts fhe al» 
ways evaded. The Emperor fuftaining 
the claims of his houfe, afferted his right 
to the city of Maeftricht, and to certain 
diftrids in its neighbourhood, by virtue 
of that treaty ; yet willing to defift from 
thefe claims, on condition that the navi- 
gation of the Scheld fhould be opened 
to his Provinces. Holland, faithful to 
her {yAcm of holding in bondage the 
commerce of this country, has chofen 
' M 4 rather 
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rather to make other facrifices than to open 
the navigation of the Scheld. Maeftricht 
has been redeemed at a vaft price ; certain 
forts and diftrifts have been ceded to the 
Catholic Provinces ; the Auftrian dominion 
over the Scheld is extended to a greater 
diftancc below 4ntwerp ; Fort Lillo, 
yielded to the Emperor, marks no longer 
the bound of that fovereigntj; andf thus 
thofc differences, which at onetime threit- 
ened to bring on a conteft oy arm?, have 
^lad theirfinal ifluein pacific arrangements* 
Amity is now renewed with Holland. From 
the prefent ftate of the Republic, whidi 
having held a fplcndid courfe appears now 
to have pafled the point of her higheft 
elevation, it is likely that fhe will content 
herfelf with the territory beyond the 
Mcufe and the Scheld. which fhe pofleffcs, 
and that; the Flemifh States have little 
reafbn to be apprehenfivc of danger from 
her neighbourhood. 

On 
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On the South the Auftrian Netherlands; 
in a long extent from the banks of* the 
Mofelle to the fliores of the ! Ocean, are 
bounded by the kingdom of France, 

France is not divided from the Levy* 
Countries by any natural boundary. The 
houfe of Burgundy, when moft flouriftiinj^, 
advanced its frontier into Picardy ; and 
the river Somme, by which that country 
is watered, and on whofc bank many ftrong 
cities are built, was the limit on that fid^ 
of the empire of Charles the Bold. 
France took advantage of the death of 
that Pritice, to repel that limit. Louis 
the Eleventh, King of France, the rival 
and enemy of Charles the Bold, delivered 
by the death of that prince from thofe 
difquietudes in which he had been kept 
during his life, haftened to enrich himfclf 
with the fpoils of the houfe of Burgundy ; 
and whilft he recovered Picardy, and feized 
on the Duchy of Burgundy fo long dif^ 

mcmbered 
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raembered from Ff anqc, fought alio to ad- 
vance his domini9n into the Low-Couu-? 
tries. An occafion in that moment pre-? 
fented itfelf to France, of gaining the 

Netherlands, which (he miffed, and was 
• never able to recall, Mary of Burgundy, 
the fole hcirefs of that richboufe, was 
unmarried at the time of the death of her 
father Charles the Bold. This rich heirefs, 
to whofe nuptials many Princes afpired, 
was well inclined to a marriage with a 
Prince of the royal blood of France * ; an4 
that marriage, in the event, wojald have 
annexed the Low-Countries to the French 
Monarchy. Louis the Eleventh, though 
crafty and politic, loft that opportunity, 
either from the hatred which he enter- 
tained againft the houfe of Burgundy, as 
fcune have fald, and from the hope of fub- 
duing the Netherlands.; or, as others have 
written, from the jealoufy of his owni 
*' The Count d'Angoulefme, father of Francis the Firft, 

temper, 



femper, which would pot permit him to 
behold the exaltation even of a Prince o( 
Jiis blood without apprehenlion. Whilft 
France delayed to feize a favourable 
moment, the heircfs of Burgundy married 
the Arch^puke Maximilian. France re- 
pented of her error too late, and faw with 
iregret a f ival houfe e^ter into poffeffion of 
thofe fair Provinces, that were (b well 
{ituated to make a part of her own 
Monarchy. Hence that long animofity 
5vhicli (he npuriflied againft the hdufe of 
Auftria, and hence thofe frequent wars in 
which (he fo often direfted her enterprifes 
againft the dominion of that femily in the 
I-.ow-Countries*. 

The efforts of France to penetrate into 
|:he Provinjpes, which Auftria had thus ac- 
quired, were for a longtime attended with 

+ Louis the Fifteenth, when he viewed the Maufoleum 
of Charles the Bold and Mary of Burgundy at Bruges, is 
fcid to have exclaimed, •* Voilale Berceau dctoutes nos 
pucrrcs!" ' 

little 
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little fuccefs. Louis the Eleventh, who 
had flattered himfelf with the. hope of 
makmg an e^fy couqueft of the Netherlands, 
was not able to advance beyond the fron- 
tier. Francis the Flrfl found a formidable 
rival in Charles the Fifth, in whofe favour 
he. was con ft rained to renounce that title of 
homage, which he claimed as Sovereign 
Lord of Flanders, Henry the Second drew 
little advantage from his fucceffesin the 
Low^Countries. The civil difcord by 
which France was rent under Charles the 
Ninth, and Henry the Third, vvas artfully 
fomented by Philip the Second, that 
France might be the leis able to profit from 
the troubles that were at that time kindled 
in the Netherlands. Henry the Fourth, 
mafter at length of his own kingdom, m^ 
ditating to avenge hliXifelf of Spain, and to 
humble the power of Auftria, was ftabbed 
by the poignard of an affaffin. Louis the 
Thirteenth, leagued with Holland againft 

Spain^ 
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Spain, had coucerced to make a partition of 
the Catholic Netherlands between iFrance 
and the Republic ; but thiat partition took 
no etfeft. 

The advancement of the ertipire of 
France into the Low-Countries was re- 
ferved for Louis .the I**ourteenth, That 
Prince, from the beginning of his reign, 
d:re£ted his enterpfife? againft the Nether- 
lands ; where his pretenfions were fo high, 
and his fucceffes fb brilliant, that they gave 
a deep alarm to Spain, and to many pow- 
erful States of Europe, who yet by their 
combined fofce were fcarcely able to re- 
ftrainhis arms.. The fucceflive treaties of 
the Pyrenees, of Aix-la-Chapelle, of Ni- 
meguen, ftill augmented the greatncfs of 
France by the acceffion of ftroiig cities 
and fruitful diftrifts of the Catholic Low- 
Countries. The whole Provnice of Artols ; 
a large ^nd flourifliing traft of Flanders, 
containing Lille, almoii the faireft city of 

the 



1 ' 
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the Netherlands, add Dunkirk, coniiderat>Ie 
by its port \ d portion of the territory of 
Haynault, of Ndrttur, of Liixemburg; 
were taken Into the French dominioiii 
Whilft Franche Comt^, the laft |)art of the 
Burgiindifes that reniaincd to the Houfe of 
Auftriaj WAS alfo united to the cfbwn bf 
France, from which it had been fo long 
feparated. The fame of Louis the Four- 
teenth, who now took the title of iGreatj 
filled all Europe: the (kill of poets and 
orators was iemploycd to celebrate hiS 
triumphs ; ..and his arrogance, nVirfed by 
flattery ahd fuccefs, diiplayed itfelf in vio- 
lences and infults to the neighbouring 
natioijs*; Theunjufl and arbitrary ptd- 

fceedingS 

'^ Aiiiting the rFitices wHo were at tjiis time bppcefiecl 
bytheihjiiftice of Fraiice, were the Dukes Of Lorramei 
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorraine, a gallant Prince; 
difpoflcffed of. bis States by thb ambitioti of France^ 
dedicated his fervices to the Eiiiperdr Leopold, who 
bedowed on hirh his fiftfer in rtiarrlage ; and the houfe of 
Auftiia poflcfled no ally more faithful, nor fcoeral more 

brave, 
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Codings of France after the treaty of Ni- 
mcg«en ftilred up againft her a powerful 

confederacy ;• 

brave, than the Duke of Lorraine. This gallant triricc^ 
after performing many emineat afts of valour, ^as he 
haftcned to Vienna, being taken with a mortal illnefs at 
a village near Lintz in Aiiftria, wrote the following 
pathetic letter to the Emperor : " Sacred Majcfty! accord- 
** ing to your order, I fet out from Infpruc, to repair to 
*« Vienna, but I am arretted here by a greater mafter. I go 
" to render to him the aceount of a life which Ihddcon- 
*' fecrated entirely to your fervice. Remember that I leave 
*' a wife who is of your family, children ta whom I can 
" bequeath no other legacy than my fword) and fubje6ts 
" that are in oppreirion,'* 

^ The Peace of RyfwiG reftorfed Lorraihc to the foh 
of this brave Prince, the Duke Leopold, who applifed his 
\^'hole care to heal the wounds that war had inflicted on 
ids. State, to reflore plenty, and to diftufe among his 
people a taile for arts, and fcience, and the pleafures of 
refined and elegant fociety. It was a faying of this 
txctUtnt Prince^ that when he could no longer promote 
the good of his fubjedts, he would rfefign his fovercignty. 
To Leopold fuccccded his fon Francis, Duke of Lorraine 
and Emperor, father of the prefcnt Emperor Jofcph 
the Second^ in whom the family of AuHria-Lonaine 
begins, and to Whom is allotted a wider fphei^e for the 
exercife of princely virtues than was given to his anccftors 
in the narrow' State of Lorraine, 

By i treaty concluded at Vienna between many Princes 
of Europe, \be Gmnd Duchy of Ttifcany, the antient 
poflefSoh of pie lUuflrioUs hbufc of JNIedicis, was be- 

ftowed 
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coiifecJerafcy ; '^and England, now gdvcrh^d 
by a Prince who, borii in the Netherlands, 
had oppofeJ a gallant refiftance to the am- 
bition of Louis, acceded to that league ; 
yet the confederates could hot Uoaft of 
their fucceffes in Flanders, and it was 
deemed an -advantage, that the French 
Monarch, when he laid down his arm^ 
at the peace of Rjfwic, had not extend- 
cdhis empire farther into the Netherlands 
than at the peace of Nioiegueri. White 
Louis was faifed to this height of glory, 
the teftamcnt of the Spatiiih Monarch, 
Charles the Second, which d<jftined the 
whole Spanlfh Netherlands to the houie 
of Bourbon, feemed to complete* his tri- 
umphs in the Low-CouiVtries. Rut For- 
tune displayed here her ufual inconftahcy ; 

bedowed upon the Duke Francis, afterwards Emperor, in 
exchange for Lorraine. Tulcany has been ailigned as 
pjtrknony to .the 4rch-Duke Leopold, the fecond . bro- 
ther of the Emperor. Lorraine, now ceded to France, to 
vtkoii Monarchy It .makles al^ utiponant acceffion^' ftHl 
k^eps ia memory the race of itt a&ticnt Priqi^ct* 

and 



^ tkfi Netlwrlmils^ that had been the 
th^e^tre of the vi^ories bf this PHoce ia 
the early pan of his reign, beMme now 
the icene of his 4ifgr9C69. . The graad 
altiancei whii^ wis formed againft tho 
lionfe of Bourbon, and which was {o 
sHich ^nimatod by the fpUit of Bng^and* 
tdulnpbed It .many memorable battle* 
over th^ archies of Francei All that larg^ 
INMCiao/^ the Au&dm l»ow-Go\intryi, 
with it$ ftroog and. nutperoBS citi^s^ 
which had fall^ under the domiiuon of 
France, was re-conquered, aiid, the frontier 
pf F^rapce itfelf was laid open to the inva- 
(ion of itfi eoemies. , Louis fued for peace 
in vain on humiliating terms, and the Al- 
lies^ uow vidloriofus, difcovered in their turn 
as little mpderallQ^ as the French Mo^ 
narch had formerly fhewu in his pro^ 
iperity. A change in the Englifli cabinet^ 
and the diigrace of the Duke of Marlbo-> 
rough, faved Francefrom that humiliatioa 
' *N' • and 



add du^erwkh; wlUch '^ was thr6ftitaai| 
iddcN ifiUo of ^e war Was more ik\NA^<> 
«feKlfe ti&Ff»i«e tilatfy k h<»ir ^IMlb^ fly 
M i«afea to h^. ttie ^ce of U«8cht| 
IRitilth- gdi^ the S{iil&ilii Ketberlands w 
^ 6iritiati to^ch of AtiftHa, • tefiti(«^ 
alib^ 90 l^flee th« terrini^ m the eatludie 
h&mCo^Mie^i wlach fte had p4i^6d dir 
thigjieafc<5ofllyfwic} and Louts chfe l?o«t« 
tiHltb ended kis ttiig^ trai^diittiligiitt M» 

t^ Nethefritftids. 

hams th« Fif«l!l^thi «f d tli6repcl!&^ 
ehatadtcr,- Jjermitti^ 'thefc Prftvincds ^ » 
enjoy rtpofe-^Urhlg^ si ibiig |)art of Mf 
ieign,' till the acceffidh of the 'f*rin<»6 
Maria Therfcfa to *he throfl* ef hei 
^ceftoB,- "atid' thit ftit occafwto ' -Whkll 
^t^ftwtid hfelf of defpoilirlg the Irotffe ^• 
AuflHa' cf its pofleflroni*^ awaifeefled tfct 
sKttbitiott of that Princej and dr^w ^pSh 
ftfe'fVttich- arms, hito the Gathi^ic Ne* 
♦ • thefknds. 



ilieiiands. fottiiaiie ^un. £t»mic4 ^iHiftgi 
ly a traitt <if fao:cff«s» to HQtr^tukffl 
to. France the di%races fufbusod ioi |^ 
j^irmer w^: tlic cbmbiiled powtr9 tl)Mi 
Oppofihg ihe h6u& bf Bourbon, ha4 fpr^ 
Q^G^y £^^ned ip mijich glory iu xhp. pliioi 
of ]^am)UiaS9 Wer^ liow Vanc|uUh«d ift 
kieir turn ; the fatal (Mid 4^ Fa9M(M>3l 
witQeflbd the valour, jbiit n^H thb f^cc^j^i 
of. (the 'JS|kgl^ troops^ the Aviktim 
Hetherlands, pialWred . by <tbe powerful 
genius of MariHal Saxe, wt^ eoHrtl^ 
iieduc^ uxKler th^ pojt^rt o£ Frampe, 
^d^w<;xe fqr fofois tlmeh<ddm fubje^oOt 
iff that issvifrn, But, w^itlA Fr4<ic«Wfta 
thuj».. .3^^<)rjpus jp; Fi^d^, Brltaio, 
th<ii aJ|y ^ Attftria) triutn^td in 0th(ar 
pf(ft$ 4»y i^r .Hfival poifi^ ^ widy at t|ie !txe»^< 
(^ Ali^rlai-ChflpeUe, Fraoce m^s Gonftrtb«4 
to reftofie her ^oaquefts, aed to oadQi)^ b^ 
dominion in the Catholic LoWi<k>untries 
viji^m tik9Sk)mi$$ thiK vm^ appomttd h^ 
N 2 tht 
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the treaty of Utfecht, and by which it is 
ffilt bounded. A ftri^ league, cemented hy 
the band^of afBnit/, has now forfome 
titne united tHe houfes df France and 
AuAria, and exhibits a new fpedacle Iii 
Europe* • While this amity lafts, the fafe^ 
%y of thpfe Provinces is affured againft 
their moii formidable ne*^bour ; but if 
thoie accfidents that are perpetually chan^' 
gtng the face of political affairs fliall re-kip-^ 
die the antieht animoirty, that for almoft 
three centuries fubfifted between thele^grcat 
btMrf}>s,^the''Aaftriatl S^fheiiandis havelHl} 
reafon to apprehend an inYafion from that 
powerful ► Wfonarehy, whfdh fccc|)S HRxeH 
iiroi^g armies ^atioued Hear th^ir fi-ontier, 
*tid wMch has fo Ibng r^rettAfthatiffic' 
njiflfed^he opportuttity .ol adding V.to her 
^j^lre the inheritance of-; the hoUl!?' of 

Bui^gundy/^* . 

^ ■ . .. • > ." . s^h0 

oC the rivaUhip of Auftria ami Fr^oe, cootoadiag i<^ 

the 



THE AusruiAV ifzfHfl^hhT^rys, i8t 

The Ocean which bounds the Auftrlaii 

Netherlands on the Weft, fcparates them 

frotrjL Engiand, the antient ally of this 

country, that was pnited in find: league 

With thefe States when they were governed 

by the Prfnces of Burgundy, and that has 

iince, at the expence of much blood and 

treafure, maintauied themto Auftriaagainft 

J**rance/ The lervices rendered to thii 

cbuhtiy by the Britifh nation, jind the 
■:*.A 1 • ■ i '• ' ' . . • • .\ 

dtjedomiaion^of Naplej aad AfilaQ,. wjiichinthe fixteeat^ 
(Ceniuiy ^jtrerc ani^exeid to the Spaniih Monarchy. By the 
(^% cif. Vtt^ti ^$p3Mi.Staltc$ iaJtalyv at MreU as 14 
the ^edierlaodsy were afligned to the Gennan branch of 
A'tiftria. ' The German tine has not prcferved this part of 
^^^a^i^i^l^o^ ^^tir^ aa fkc Netlcrlaads. Whilft 
LouU^e Fifteenth permitted the Auftrian Low-Couotried 
Ic? enjoy tcpoCc, he cairried his arms into Italy, where, 
{i^^.tby otb|er 9%v^r$^ b^ ;tKpf29fte/d the f^vereignty 9| 
Naples an4 Sicily to a Prince of thehoufeof Bourbon. 
' -The In^perial^oaiidfons in Italy, detached, like the Ne<^ 
^.rla^ids, foam the ms^ui body of the ^uftria^ Sippire^ ai;^ 
now contained in Lombardy, in the Mantudn and Milanefe. 
Another State in Lombardy prepares to obey an Anftnan 
Siijli^p.. The, marriag;^ of the A^h-Diike FerdtnaQd» third 
t^irother of th^ Emperor, to the heirefs of Modena, opens 
U^ tfiat Pnnce the fucceffion of the aotient £unily of Efte, 
&tm|9flh celebcatcd bf Anofio« 

N 3 valour 
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vdour of her troops, are not forgotten here; 
yet whilft the Flemings recx)lkft the bcnq* 
fits that they derived from England, they 
ibmetimes accufe her of having fupported 
too powerfully againft them the intereftd of 
Holland, an ally that has not always 
proved her gratitude to the Britifli State. 
The bands of that antieht amity which 
/ubfifted between Auftria and Britain, htve 
been fbmewhat IJackened, fince the hoirfc 
of Auftria entered into 'ftrift league with 
France. It' inay be (jticftiohed if tfcc 
councils of Britain were guided try <ftie 
oundcfl policy, when Ihe formed that new 
alliance in <5erraany, which determined 
Auftria to' depart from the antient lyftem, 
and to enter into intimate union -with a 
power whofc rivalihip ihe had ib long 
dkperienccd. The ndghbourhodd of' ISri- 
taih, fo often knit in frie&dihip wiri)^ thki 
country,, and removed beyond the *fea, 

■ creates 



jfeootiec iato thefeXQU&triQSi, .the.^f^ncir 
|»4itf ..q£. JLIi^^ ii^ its whole veg^fial, li^ 
if^nui^fM with tl^e idcufiriiu) Prpvincf §• 
Tfac ppuntrj iqf I!ieg;e, iiiU^itfd by 

f«aksd taarois. a£4oiig ^jkqc^s ,41)4 vaf?^fht 

fRlCh 3r^l>aqt, ai^d.tlie A^^e^t Prpvlnqe$^ 
of' ti^^ LQWrCoui^trips. . Noundiifig. thp. 
lams, hqfiile Spirit,, wbea the i&jj|t^rjyi»cis[ 
3P>:^Q. ijnited ^n^ the lafws of Ihis houfe 
of S^giindy, this jccmutry, u^dcrJY^^^ 
|t;Q«at Charles the ^Id a feyerc aod memo- 
sable, fbadiiement. Louis, the J^leveath^ 
png <>f t^R^c^r th? eneitij qC ^l^e hogfe 
6f Buf gi^pdf ) whili]|: he profef^^to renm^ 

fecretly flihrred ujp the people of Liege, by his 

eEQi^anes, to invade t.he dfikpainiQUS of that 

N 4 Prince ; 
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Prmoe ; and thai ^people/ ho(tiI« t<ri^ . 
Duke of Burgundys tlu)i]j^ they ba4- 
Of pcrienced bis clemenap^, vfct^ kaa ranCcA ; 
to arms. The ncjvs of the invafion* of* 
h^s countiy wa» brought to Charles iat, 
Peronne, where Li>ul$, not appr^heu£ag; 
that bis arts w6uld fo quickly have takep.. 
e^e^, had uitwari}^ put himfelf into the; 
power of the Duke, The loipatieotDukei 
of Burgundy^ inflamed with rag^/ cpul^. 
with difficulty reftfain the traniports pf }^p 
an^r againft Louis, and the cadle of 
Feronne ieemed deftined to be fatal to xht) 
Kings of France f . At length turning bi» 
wrath againft Liege, he led his ^myintq 
that country, compelling Xvouis . to apQO^)- 
pany hiip, that be might he a witocfs of 

. *) Philip de Commiiies, who pbtBffi^ d»coDfidence:6f 
Cbirlc^, is faid at tbii ttm^ to have, been gained fay^ th|p 
Xing 4f France, and to have contributediiot a little to turn 
^fide the warm reientmcot of tiiti Pdke ^^inft. Bm}^ 
FfaUipde Comminesfooo after quitted the fervioe of tb^ 
PuWof Burgandy, to enter into tliat of Louis, by whom 
be Was largely .recom{ieniedf , . *^ . ; * ^ .V 

. . li^at 
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that fcvere and too cniel piinlmment which 



he now prepared lb hiflift/ The city oif*" 

liiege was taken by ftorm; and confumed 

by flames : of the inhabitants/ a part were ; 

deftroyedby the f word, or were drowned^ 

in the waves of the Meufe ; ' a larger part " 

perilhed by famine ili the woods wHcfe they '• 

had taken refuge ; the* King of ^France '• 

being not only obliged to befiold the mife-^ 

ties "that befel'tliis unfortunate city, but"^ 

Having beeii alfo cohflrained to jbin'his' 

airms to thofe of the Duke of Burgundy, 

in reduciug th6' place. ' The country of 

JLiege ieemed at this time about^tdfall un* 

• ^ . . . * ,.'■'•*. . ■ ' 

d.er the domihionof thehoufe of Burgun* 

dy, with the Pf ovinces of the Netherlands 

among which it is (ituated. By the death 

<lf Chadcs liie ^did, it WSs wifbdiia^A 

fforii the jTul^eiQ^^^ in whicii it was kept bjr 

^t yriftce rbBf frcim that time the neigh* 

fcourhood of Liege has cejiied tor 4i^iy^l> 

the repoie of the Low-Gountfies. ^ 

'- ' The 



.-The State of Liege, under its Prince^ 
J^iJiop; enjoys ajcpUdgovernmenty bearing^ 
a n^fti: (Midty to the adjacent Provinces of 
the Netherlands, as well in many^ part^ 
of )C$ (x^ni^itution, as in that Walloon 
language which is here fpoken* The fupw 
|)ort which t1:ils fimil piincipality, as 9 
membet of the Germanic bddy^ derives 
from the ^cnptre, afluxes its independ^ce. 
The citj^ of Liege £iouri(hes^ by itlie in-* 
djjftry and comcncrce of its inhabitants* 
The river Meufe, paffing from KTamur, 
Watery this Country, which in fome patts 
exhibits rich and cultivated plains that do 
iiQt yield in fertility to the adjoining lands 
of Brabant, in other parts pref^nts the ru4e 
a^d mountainous fccnes of the Ardepncs, 
tjbe antient chace of Charlemagne, among 
whofc trails rifc t'hofe celebrated fprings 
that invite the refortof ftrangers int^ the 
cs)untry of Liege. 



THE AUST^^IAK V^Ht^JLJ^J^^^ |1EI| 

On the Eaf| tl^fe Provinces luie |i9VH^de4 
by Germany^ ia which the feat of ejppw^i 
tl^ou|5h remote, of their Sovctrngji, i| 
found*. In r^fpe^t of Geroj^y^ xhfi Nfl-i 
tlierian^B hav« been often ftyled th? ho^Wi 
Germany ; a name wliich is not in^rfh 
perly b^ftqwed on them, as well \^ refpe^ 
of th^ir ^^tyation and language, as on^rJB^p* 
count of the orig^i of their ftrft ; inljftbit 
tantSy, who may be judged fn3m thefure^ 
evidences to have been of German ^a^;^ 
Tjie natural relation, that fuWHled l)?tw«epi 
the Netherlands and Germany, becagio 
more intimate, when the ibvereignty of 
the Low- Countries pafled to the Princes of 
Auftria. Maximilian, who efpoufed the 

* The, German States, Bohemia, Hungary, Tranfylva- 
i^ia, afid the adjacent Prbviaces, form the main body of the 
Auftrian Eippire^ 'wide irid extcnfive coiiQtries, lying to- 
gsther in clbfe union,' that have not yet gained their full 
zneafure of ibiength^ and vrhkh the genius of the rcigninf 
6bvcreigh promifcs* to ejcaltto higher importance. The 
ipkcious and fruitful kingdom of Hungary prefents ^ vaft 
ifcrtifor improvement. 

'• ' hcirefs 



• Pli tnfCUks or. THE MfSTORY OF* 

ficircfs of Burgundy, fought to ilrcngtherj 
this relation, by crefting the Xx>w-Couhi' 
tries into a circle of the Empire, under the 
title of the Circle of Burgundy ; but this 
band of- union has neVer taken complete 
(tS$Q4k. The neighbourhood of Germany, 
#irkere ^eit Sovereign holds (b high a rank 
Si the chief of the Empire,' and pofleflfes 
fuc^ powerful States, together with the 
fplendof of his reign, and tliat confider- 
tfion which he - enjoys ^mong Monarch s, 
idds to the fecurity and impbrtance or ' the 
A\lftrian Netherla;ids/ ' " ' '' "' •'^'* 

.■■'-•:■ ■■■-■■■■■ ■' ■ •■' -^ 

... j . .';•■;•. ..-■■:■.■-• • ■' • • '■■■^^ 
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' SE CTION ;3i, . . 

• . . . '- • • . • *•■*- * "^ ^ 
T H ]^ Rovnan Catholic Retl^on is t^nA 
bli^al ia the Fkmiih Provinces. Thfiy 
^oftiines of th); Reformers ' fpr^ad frp«> 
Germany. ii)td th^fe countriies early in the 
bqgiaii.ip^ of thaii^teenth qentary;, a^dthd 
num^r of this Reformed increafed ib faft ill 
FUndets and Brabant, that their 2eal thrcafi^^ 
enied<fo overthrow the antient wodhip^ and. 
laflafQcd thofe difcontents, which drew on 
the revolt of the Low^Coun tries from Spain* 
But when a reconcilement took place be- 
tween Philip the Second and this part of the 
Neehedands, It was agreed that the Roman 
Ca&cdic religiCMi Ihould be eftablifhed in 
all the Provinces that returned to the Spa* 
nidi {pvcmment. Sittcethat time, the Ca« 
diotic religion has kept quiet po^leiHon in 
thefc couotrieSy the Relormed withdrawing 

themfclves 



igp SKSTCBSS OF. T8K BISTOS,V Wt^ 

iBemiiblves in- great iraoibers itito other 
jparts, particulady into Holkcid; where theit 

. The rcHgton of the AudrUo Netheir ItSMis 
iee^i^havstskeaiip'fnii^^ tU)i(^i»ti>m 
ihe fiiperfUtna of ^aih, wichvrhich ihi^ 
}ia^:&> ioQg «ttd & iatuiiate,du Aiit«f«44ft)t«u 
HtPO^ daid. i}^ii)[QiHe^ iiiid :pvm trfiiei^ 
iadoes; inultiplied in diofe parts (beyoiulrHMt 
example- oCinoft Catholic couo{rie9>^ hoiori 
^at vfsoBiatkiii of famtfi atid reIiqii«»,Lkiiiaft 
hpljr i^:ofeb«^j|bo6ds» ai)dieli^i««9|KrD6«^Qfi^ 
thatjo often croud thetii;i)9$t$ oi.ii^'^kKaiQk 
titieii hetiC9..al^o tbpj^ ii^to^ iitmtH kA 
s^igtoii^ asii $^a| #e^:9n^M%><tii^^«ff 
taken f«ch deep tdox h.?«« ■ - - «^" :-« i 

.. Thefe Pro!^lft<;e9$ :.llke.vo<hA( jQafeiMlifi 
(fmi^ms^ pD^^ti|fk.|«;Q«litr Stintfa, ittfi^ 
i^yes of thefe lait4$, jthtfmrero.^Ma^YtiflMift 
l}}^ Mf pious fl^i$,c jn . the; agd .-when 0im 
Chriftiao fa«h.tv«s Mi pkalt6^:.ffi|«8aar^ 

.: • ' and 



vSai the Holy V*a^ St. Godald* iviioA 
]^a^ h ib atA{Jy at^ie^ By fhe f^fio^ 
h!gfttt<fe of JftraHaiitv&tt^ to M^hom th6 f^iib^* 
dpai chitrch of Bhiflels is dedicated. =Buti 
St; Hubert is held mpavtibtliUii' tititera^ 
in the Airdefindi. . Sti' Hutnert, Bom «i^ 
itdjirp^iilsj wai kii idolater^ ami a-hUnte^ 
iti tfic woods, 'when, a& Ht'^urfiibd tlle> 
patnti a ^r j^i-dfeiitod itielf/be^etti tvlioltf 
hems' was planted a dailraculdti^ ' crofs;- 
Serut^ by thi^ niiratfe} Sn I^iibsrt foirroDkr 
the ^de Hib of' :& butiter^ dtl<d^ ieftibracihg^ 
Ihe C^r^ah faiths b«»me afi-enliQent 
ApdSdt ih the ArdchneS. The ifeftiVal of 
Sc; Hiibert^ ^peoiottsto rp6i&iiii«^.aad con- 
fecrated to the chabe, /lill rec4lis the db- 
fig^^at tiuiSaifk: td(>k It^ jiis firft ^i 
ie&ojx of aiiiinter. Neither has Bt. Hubeirt 
dn&dfta if(rdrk'fttthicte», m^i^iehd his^ 
to tho^ W\i<i {\iSkf: hana £M>dk the dog, 
his 'ftfthftil bodipahion hi the d^aee. All 
Wl^ have the ousfoctviBe to be bit by a 
' mad 



mi 409 vUKDr: fUL t^ Aixleane; and ^ 
^ybbfjr of Sit; .Httb^t, jm|) l^jf tbeic^eKf^i. 

<JidBi»]f tli^ ^fd^' which jf£^^ 

Iknifli ProviQc<${ » t^tf yenml^ble mh 
ushpti^Bvfyj^ $..is C32|e4r: 

&id to hgye hoen wwn^t Ifi thefoMrtecnth, 
c«ptii|rf. At th^t time tke J#ws of ^uiH&y; 
arit kfWtRD^pd^ftok the cQ^fccrabe^ hfo^ 
fromtbe^ltar of St Gu4u^>-^4»^4Ei|^i^^ 

fot byt^upcrfijifiOQi^it the mqft f^e^p^ ^'^^fi'^ ^^i'!^ 7^^ 
been found againff the bite'^of a mad rfog,'\inleis, perhaps, 
tWnrgtmcn {uiefertbed by the r^gtourtif St^ tJ^Htkrt be* 
allowed to have fomf ihar^in wqskJm^g thU niiracle. ^ _ ^ 
Cnarles, IJukc o( Lower LoVraine, who founded the city 

from the vills^ of MoitzelU This holy perfon had beep, 
fil-ft interred at the Village of Ham. * A lofty tree,* which 
hfid p«t^<foiiteLbBl: %uk%le«tlfiui^- pyftafly ft^med. 
|)er rem^tm, as grave authors have written, to the vill^ of 
M5|tzfclK where it took root,- fpreading its boughs oveF the' . 
new'bariaitplace of t^Saint* . It ii nouoeatboed Jivhetlon:? 
this devout tree had alfo purfued th^ remains of the holy 
ulaidtothebaDk^oftheSlttne.. '^ 

to 



Hoft . w^^.tJi«!kf6}iiiJ«r4i^^ ' The iWoft,:^ stff . 

le§e..of.)t^ JdY9Sti.»ii4-t ol'-.^bB.- IniraeSM* 

to^h^J^r^^fHF.fil. -Qttdtotb ,;T1» mink! 
ciilous ,^^ vrasr j^nHi^t 'bitil^^ b? t^lumpb - 
to the cl^urch^of S,^<:Qfl4|ib : ; tfie; mihapjip^ 

^eMafig^f mA ^cf^ that cariiiei.ileadi ae 

?^^.%i»fw*'>&^f.?>si»fi fee'k .tl> cahuiuuald 
thdjjewsf^ rii^Ttlie)? llEMghtt tht. l^btter tm- :. 
^e{lf^|^%;iiif>eirftia»»,0^-thc.yulgar; and 
on.jibch vain ,pietesa(;es ivefe innocetit 
{i^A.'pf. thp Jewii^/na^m c<M3Kkntoed to 
4ie by the avarice of Princes, who thus '" 
t^^j^ta^^mi to ibi^ef on this woakfa wfakb 
they had acquired l?y their traffic llnil^ances' ; 
of a like kind.ara not . wanting in the hti^ 
tpty of the neighbouring p.at;ions. This' 
^ .- O pretended 



1$^ »sxainu^«Y-^ti»4A$teitY dr 

fttt^bifA aptrppk is tel^ated-it-ftaiii:^ 
bf.ajKady fcKtival^ wlui^ is hoiunxtcdhf 
t(he {irdfence. of thie Cwitt^ of the Mi^>- 
ftiWW) :aftd:4hp' pnai%)ai Ccnindls of the 
SlitB. £iwh: after -tfceitdn term of yevs > 
a iiBtunring' Jvkii^ a^tfs fre^t^ poispptb 
t^is. muad^, and <he -^eittiA artiih ex* 
ltit}ift.the«.' ftUi itf p0llhgt 'ZH4 in ta}M!' 
iibriea^ '«» adorn* a' £^yaf^ which' is' khz 
nDnumndt 9f die iaiiikit^r (^ the Jt\n tioo 
of dte arts; «f 'Pr4iBft^ of the tyi^nnjr^of 
Pcinoiist mi d th»4fea^ oieduli)^ of the 
Makkud^ in ^he-fkne^h^Q^ io ivttdi tfiti 
postended y»latioti.of tbe^-Bbft drevt thas 
jBKerc cha^^^gacnctfui ll^-jewo at Bniffik* 
manjr thoa^d^ of that Hdhapj^ peopfe 
vere .Qqn4emae4 in the fame cottntifiito 
ppdfb b^-^Jre or the fword^ oq a vain tdca*- 
^tian, dot- they had- j^i^ted the finn^ 
tiios and ^lead the pe^iense thcttUgh^ 
^ntofe ^ThoMgh thefe iMt.&^txmi) thatf 
«ere|;reedilj Me&ed to^ datk times, can 



/ 



titofollgft«]giSn £i^3lt, yet it Would feetrt 
that' e^en in thfe pneTent agej and tinder 
miidrjlovertiitienttei Ihe Hebrew^ race, (o in- 
laffteftve W foeiety^ are ftiH dteftined to fuffer 
kippr^fiotii^ : . ' ' 

Attiidft nift ieSiremi^ie^i Snd obftrvances^K 
bcHifeebted fy l^g ufajley a mdre enlarged 
fp^V erf Ireligkjh infefiftbly diffiifes itfelf 
&rough theCafhrfft Provinces. The fe- 
pisMon i|aixi S^aih has tended fbmewhat 
di}reip»fs {h&fbperftition which tlie narrow^ 
higfttky nd tfaw country h^d introduced; 
^hfc iisllMiiOe ttf^^bifoftphy aHb> which in 
thi$ age applies it&lf lb happily to corrc^' 
t|!«{E.€rfbr8^ that.falfe religion had nouriih- 
ed>-^|l to bai>ifli kw -fuperftition to the 
iQllgar^ 'ha6 beeh felt in the Aufltian 
Netberlands as in other parts of Europe. 
Armbre powerful caufe nowexcrts itielf hero 
td:iUittiiinatei:he minds of me% and to re^ 
tkmt^ the eKc^es of bigotry and fuperftl* 
tious zeaU The prefehf Sover^h has ia 
O a; no 



-t^ SXfiTGHBS OF THpt IirtTOILY eV 

1)0 tefped: ^{phyed a inor< enlarged vpliviAi 
/ than in the ordinances which he has ^ua^ed 

.conceruing reh'gion ; . ^ad it is the p^uliair .^ 
praife of. this enterprifing and enlightened 
Monarch, that in the Ihort term of years 
during which he has reigned, he has 
wroo^t irnprovemeots in the religious 
fyftem in his. States, to which the lo^g^ 
reigu might fcarcejy have been though^ 
fu^cient. 

The Fkmiih J?rovinces, Uy ^he compa^ 
with Philip (he Second^ bfld agneed thajt 
the Catholic .rejigtonihould be maintained } 
but :whilft this fecurity'was ftipula|cd for 
the .ancient ;worfliip, |he intolerant and pery 
CeCvitipg; Spirit of Spain was not adopted^ 
T^hirt dark coyrt 6f the Inquifition, whofo 
^re^tjgn had filled this country, accuftofned 
tf> jftild, tribunals, wif h fuch jyft alarms^ 
was fprpver fuppreffed.. No feverities were 
e3^ejfife4 ^E^ip^ the Proteftant inhabitants} 
apd if ;they^were»e}cclud«d from the ^nagi* 
> . r , ftracy, 



ftracy/ and fi'otn 'public offices of truft,^ 
they v/ere not mblefteid in their property or 
perfon; and the cxercife of their worfllip- 
in thfeir* private meetings was not obftru£t- 
ed. But the edids of the prefent Sovereign 
have eftabliflied toleration on a firmer bafis, 
and extended it to a voider latitude. Whilft 
the Catholic religion is maiufained, the 
Proteftants are indulged here in the ppBHc 
exercife oT their religion, and are admitted^ 
rio Icfs than the Catholics, to Hold public 
ofBceS and ehiployments. England no^ 
fees her felf but-dorie in the article of reli- 
gious toleration by a Catholic ' coiAitry. 
Whim religious 2eaHn the Btitifli iBcalftill 
drives many of their gkllant natiWs oFthlsr 
Catholic "faith into exile, and compels theni 
, under. the ftahdards of a foreign 
prince^ thofe nailitafy honours |vhicH* thdy 
are not admitted to Ihare iii the fervice of 
their own Sovereign, the Imperial armies 
are ppen to the reception of Prdtcftarit *of^ 
O 3 ficcrs; 



U;i|«ijpg Q»r 9gF aiv> SfHWit^JJ* bayc.iwjljv 
i^9^ 4^ ^Ypa de&a<fd,,thc If^lfa^ji. 
pf. J^l^yn ill faer csfibm^ t(> - extend, t^ t^ 
Qal:hol|c^i.a^^^ exierclie of their r^jl^f^ 

- larheaj^ivjqf tbe^oge, |r dai^rcMislcj. 
^tes aftd {^riofes. in the ^^'^^flr^^^^f: 

m. the- fise. of re^rmation, for departing 
^«^ tl?« ^^ptient. re|igio». The Jo^oii? 
Smnrofi Brabant permitted no caules to ^ 
||s»f|i(;^rt^di^frpm thfj ipirijiual courtj of 
^p Province to Rome; nop^palmapdate 



leeh a|i|)Knred anil fialtiictibodi^ ^ Ooila/; 

nstrlgate any buH- or ib^iuktt cIm 9»fi^- 
till ft hid obtatv^i- thk f^^n tpf &at: 
tributial:. 3tit^ l^y *tHe Itts* e^iiStsi ^ the ' 
l^itiip^r, (be stkhatity oftht ^^'pflLo^ 
is^U ipore fbridg^} |n the Ai^h^p'f^iuii* 
4erfc *piat peyw^p whkh ^M ?foly Soi 
hiid' acd tiiit^d* of gr^ng 4i^pe9£itiui9»^ 
ai^d (^>co!l^u%'td benefitted) is^iiow takeil 
ftfray, aidthc^Fape ei^ercile»^b <itk«r au^ 
^rity (him thV ^M<^^ belong ' to>l|itt af 

fhie ^tfpremeHdad <£f (he Catl|c4ioH^«^»<i^ 
ti^hd^ r6gvi}ates the rihs and di^ijiditfe <cif 

fl^'eiiC&tiroh. A I^oncb from the <£ourt o^ 

Itome re^es ae llihxilis, vnth ^'yi}KitMi 

ioiyhiehno ai^thonty is a^aeifeil* fk^ 

I^Qitis9| T?ou^ m this ag;e h^ 'pra^ied 

condercenfiai^s tQ tl^e pr«|ent £m^rQti 

that have nc^ bee^ i^way^ 'Ih^wnrby hi# 

^edecefitbr« to former ^perbrs ; thoi^ 

'^eCs'€B^l^$A&& haves Hot A)¥de4>a^- 



9ti <tiiHghtt)Qed Prince ffofil . i^Qjii^fatikiS 

.4faorft:aliu&i'.«rhidi.«iti«nt fvpei^tioa hud 

ittttadiMiai incohb Sttle^.' • : J:. 

:.. Btttjt .iQighity rdbto ••ttjh<»-.atti<ile''*f 

'nliigk)n» \iri»ch itM.<iUHflgu}0}^ t)^ rdg^ 

of tlfe^proTetitiSof^emgn/ '» the f^pfureflkp 

- of jboiWi^s tad ' : mprt Wiefe. The : mo- 

aa3^« oi<4ers found.their way- ^Jjan ?arfy 

'time iatp tb4 Provinces 6(.the Lqw-Cc^iq- 

tries.. The : blind, piety of Prihc^ and 

'NobiM^gntfifeCitfelf berei ' ^ ^n other 

pftttsof Europe in the €fft agcpc^f the 

churph,: : by the; ^njdatioD . and. eQ^t>w<: 

-mettt of :. eonveots. • ; Tl^ . fti^^ily : fiata) 

ikrhich 'CbarlcQiagne defpended, fT»iift^9i 

'haaaes, /was* alfo fi!ui(^ of faints, whq 

wera miuuficfot .in the' •endoi9''Cf>^t o^ 

-:i^|;^us-houres» and: of iivh^|aBi.miiny .991^ 

braced. the monaOic Aate in thefe eba- 

Vents iv^hieb'they had endowed.. S^ i^eggja^ 

tttdSi:. fjterfnide,. vhoare nc^^tby:^ 

ftundatioalof «^^iWf ljo\ift«.i« xljefe Pro- 

V ^' vinces. 



^in^rit to che coot$iQp}ativ^4i^<)]ai^^.hie^i>g 
. ^ art , i^toj^HQf tijtj %. pr.iPi^fcvf®*^ J|l«ir 

■m to (:oui»jries,- w|ii«ih -w^xfi'-ii^d f fof • tl)«^f 
$Dam,(lil| .incjxalbd.the- number pf^ ,-f<^i-t 

:g4i;6e!d.,ar fe^Jjia t^bc;Apftri^ I^tjifiiiap^^- 

t^efe Prqvinc?^ ..[A*; £f^,^ PW¥f ;-^ 

eitifl6MW,' ; o^ ^ bjith fejfps^- . have been> withr 

. 4rfi«m, ffoiw ^ifi, li% tftw^p. tbeir 4a^a 

io ^ ji^<)rou^ celibacy, pn4.^ ^^e J^of^^^ 

.«^erci;Q:V^ol lli^.plwft^r 4,,^4 1^ labour- ©C; 

. ,= ..f a great, 



N 

tj^MtpanJot fI|»«oikimttiut)r has b^ 

i>|hgfevii|WBflttbtB- Icifiir^n^ftleeft no iiiei>e4i» 

^ -Tl^e 8o<rcasti|n bat {c6n tiie dtfiidraa<' 
tai^t refiilttiigt^ bia('$»t<s»-lix»m the miiU 
tiCttde of iNfig^Wt-faottiea ; aid' l^e ven6<* 
t0konm wibtli dw nxma^ orljer has"' 
Bee^^ioiig htMf liatqqtoeftialnedliirtt 
fiom apjk^g a remedjr, bjr fuppr^fiiiigfW 
part of die colalftats, -■ The ienfe't>f die 
StSRs of the FloWtices'hai^ agne4 iH t^i^ 
fidttir «rtcN die: ienie^ die db!verei|ttV 
aal m Brafaai^ die rmp6rial ddifi»have' 
been fubfedbocl by the Ocmneil of Biab^f 
or 4ii0 nfil^s hottfes fimqded in die- 
AtltilaUk Pnmhces, a gre«t nnmHa^^ it^;. 
t0«Rlii the ^es at lit the G6tmtry,iar6 now 
^ifibhecl 'The rii^d order of' the Carr 
divifians, moftreclcife^ and moK ahftrti£fc)g<^ 
iimn die wokld;^' M Beenendxely fli^d^ 
^(^flbd; 'fhe^ other obaveobrthat'^^^^^ 
' -' diflolved 






Ti»^, A0«f pLiAV >imnM»i.uim» ^ 

jam^^ig the': otbctt ercleiss««n<^fli^daiis or- ' 
Aii8*l^<(% 6iitome» of Sib ^aoHK^^or of 
St. Clara. The Carme}ice9» sio ocder i8» ; 
f oxluced by 4ib«t vid iiab«Ua»>aoid wl^lc|>' , 
trac«$. hxk ^% ^ogiA 40 Jl|av«|t CarAwi ip.< 

"Xiift ioUttfy harzqits have faoen c^le4> toti 

for^ their wo^$ mi rocks^ ^ j^bu^.^ 

-with-iBiea, : ; -■ , :... .{ 

Xhtf ,^reat;,r^nnatioa:l)jH» hem} wtap^^ 

|dUiie(l igmetly, and uri^iA r^^^bMKiK: 

TI»e .yoipe, of feafon, long fuppfiffqilifjligtj. 

fa& rc)igb4> baa at length, Ji^Mtt lMMf4s; 

fU)(i tlie. ^iflblutioa of xi^ona^es^, t|i9t J9j 

fl^ iuctceatl^ cent;ugr co«)14; Aq| hm cojftrii 

f^ed ki. gogjlju^withwt .tji*af>^iMi4fl»ri 

l^op j is ^a ftbi^ 9g^ «^p»£M.v>n) J^;<«4|lM«^ 

cjoxm^ry wi^^t viokacf - t^c Ofq^^A^ofu^ 

J^ja^.hmtjf Ims been ;^Me^i|4' jn t^i^ft^- 

t . .^ . •• enter 



^^'^ SKEtOtA'oF THE HIStokY OF 

enW into the world, motiafteries are opea 
fof^the ^reception of thofc atnong them, 
«rfco,'Wfcddcd to rhfe rnonaftic life, chufc to 
piR the remainder of their days in thofe 
obfervahccs to ^hich 'they have beeii loiig 
a^feuftbmcdl * Tf^erefiglotis of both fcxes 
fct^'fttfrfie rtioft part entered again into 
tlB&v^rW. 'The Nuns pf the t&rmeHte 
order, ittort attacKeH^to their profeflion, 
have pafied Into France, where thef Prin- 
^efSXxMaifa; a daughter of France, lias efn- 
brtded'^hat ffgt^^order. *'^ Niith'eEl has the 
i*balth^ ^oPtKe^fupprcffed convents been 
f^A^ndired^away, as iir England, by a pror 
ffiie prince^' or lavifhed on rapacious favour- 
ttiiJ- A^part of the eftates'of the 'diMved^ 
monafteriens fet apart for the fuppoirt of 
tWlreliglouswko enter ihto the world, and 
for- ^hqm^ decent penlions^^arie' provided : 
me remairider is deftlhed for public works^ 
biBhdikSaL t6'«fec^6tate,' of ^hl'ch fbttxtf hi^i 
bkeii already mifrlteijiiilti * ' ' -v ; 
x^ur, The 



yet tafcen. place, may .b*-confi4ef«d «»lycM 
the begilinmg of a greater x^^rmztim: tba* 
U intended. The- oonvgnts that ate fup-i 
preffed are not the I^rgeft part of the^rdi* 
glow houfes^ , n^ are they the jrooft; qqjq&§ 
derabl? fw th^ir wejilth, No: ahhisy haj 
yet been diifolved : and; if the ref<s>rmatiQa 
proceeds, it 1$^ likely that, the abbeys, will 
f^ll thekftft^as^maay of the Abbots in thia 
Cpuntrji like the mitred Abbots of Old in 
Biighnd who fat in parliament, are entitlo^ 
to a place in. the Aflembly of the States % 

* It may be remarked that, in the States of Brabant, the 
<Jrd«r of tine Clfcrgy is reprefented entirely- by Abbots, the 
Prelates who tt io that AiTembly poffcSaug a place only pa 
account of the abbeys that they hold. The Prelacy was 
aot eftabMihed iti tbaC Province When the States were con« 
ftituted. . The ere^on of bifhopi:ics, and their endow* 
irtent from the revenue of the Abbots, was a meafure of 
Philip the Second, that raifed much difixmtent, and wa« 
diought aa infringement of the liberties of Brabant. It ^ 
^itiarkable alfo, that, in the States of Brabant, the firft 
place in ^ order of the Nobles bdonpto an AU>ot, the 
Abbot of Gembloui^, whopoflefles that rank not as Abbor^ 
but as Count, of Gembloun. ' ' 

But 



Aut itit imgHtpi 6f Monachi^ ietxxa 
now ill all p^rtfi of Eidrope to be drawing 
id Si flaai jfieriod^ The ditfufiou di (jbienc^ 
has prepared the overthrow at thk inftitij« 
iUthf tlsat 0wed iH grbvnh to dge# df ignti^ 
rarice ; ai^ the cond^ft erffhe Soye^eiig^l'pf 
thef^ Provinces has fet st fair example to the 
ilhitatictti ef other CSathtflie PrincfeS. Per*. 
haps^ ih another century^ the tntftiaf^Ic of- 
fers will be foifg^ht fw ill ^a(n in moft parts 
oif Eilfbpe, afid will leave no ofter tracei? 
of theriifelves, than iA thefe ftateljr btiUd- ^ 
ings which th^ once inhahitcd; 

Whilft high ap|)laufc isi due to the j5<?*,, 
vereigii, who by the fuppreffioil of , con* . 
vents has rendered fo great fervke tq , hi? _ 
States and to human kind, yet juGi/Kjc-t^ 
quires, that the merits of the religipus or- ^ 
ders in thefe lands ihould ^ not be eptiisely ^ 
forgotten. Let it be remembered that the - 
Monks gave the firft leijbiis of agricul^ui^:^ 
ih this country, and that the ru^P.waRespC 

Flandera 
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l^lktide'rs i^c/e conVerftJ into fhik&l fi^M^' 
l^ <Ke labour of holy rtieiik If too lii^ 4i 
ifliiiarc'b^ the khds has been allotted to doii*^* 
Vettts andmonafteries^ yet let it be remark*- 
cd, that the wealth of the ireli^ous houfet; 
has been employed chiefly in hoipttablfr 
a<&:s^ -In the endoilr^gemcnt of elegant arts^ 
imd in the conftruftion of edifices that hate , 
adom(^the country; whilft the farmer hai 
^Hhd in ihe fathers of the^onvent^ whofe 
laridis he rented^ Jiurtiane- and indulgent 
laiiidlords; The leifure of the felbifter 
litas not always been wafted ih indolence^ 
^mong tiae lilonks iii this tountry have 
been found men that were eminent in Jurts 
w letters ; and the Abbots bere^ as former- 
ly in Bngknd^ hare flood forth the advo« 
cates of the fiberty of the pedplcA tt may ' 
Wildded aifoi that the lives H>f the religious 
h^ve Wen for the moft part Without fcan« 
4^t an example of feverejvirtue ; and that 
if u&wiUing captives have beta deiainedi 

within 



pride^rpf faqmliesr 3^t ibinetiii)^ 'the^^n^ 
bapgyr^ave found afuitai)leTet!^^ mt^pi^ 
Q>aA(k)jas qi f|ra}rer and intfi^,talion. ' ^|li]» 
^raife niiay be beftpwed pn M^naefiifmrbfe- 
%CC; Its fiiml departures ftpmthefe r^giofisii /^ 
:jAtt ; jnftitu tion of -the; religions, . rfcin^/ 
which tqek its nfe' in th^ie;^r9yiftC€5<»a»4 
liB peculiar tb tbefilfi^ ^^^ inftitutjt^ pftfii^, 
&n^le conimunitjr '^^am^d ;thejP?gt}ii^l9| 
The Begtiines d\yell together in tjie faiKM^ 
qujirter of the »citjr,; wt^^r.^l^e fanr^ i^£^ 
habit, profeG; obedience to'a i"yf|/3rifv,ji affic^ 
dedicate a- part pf the day to iiJevotipiKn r|;y^ 
thejr feclude not xhcm(t\ve^ ]ikq t4>e J^V^^ij 
fi:om the worlds ai^d'they retpiii th«'li|)e|^ i 
of quitting the prpfeflioQ of Beguina?,-*^ 
o^;eiUeting mtqthe^nparrled^flat^^^^liBQ |h$^ 
t|ynk -fit. -^ ;7^ Bcguinps^^^MrFiep^ #i^#%i 

^fenpg .with,fl}^;a;fip%l} fua?b oiiam^ 
^dt..©«aflgy;^;jhe^5,j(leif^ l^^^^^rl^. 
r**: ' ^' and 



TUB AUSTRIAK VfiTB^aLAVPII, fO^ 

* aaa4 other female occupations, fo that their 
Ql^intcaaance lays no btirden upon the pub- 
lic* St.Begga, ^hofe name is retained by, 
tine Begnines/ is iai4 to have founded this 
ttiftitution, which yields a reifx^able re*- 
treat. IX) womep tharppffefs a flender iur 
come^ or that may chance to.be left with- 
out protedor or guide. A grpat number of 
W(HB9n ^ thefe landa take the profeiCo;i oC 
^^guihes;' 4 Beguinage i$ found in every 
g^e^tcky^. and, furrpunde^ with walls, and, 
laid<out into ne^t ftreets and buildings, the 
dWfllii^gs of the Beguines, refembles itfelf. 
a&iallcity. 

The religious foundations \n this ooun? 
try, th?it are named Noble Chapters^ yield 
aaho^ourable^ihltiQn tq unmarried ladie^ 
of noble birth, who poflefs no|: ajways a 
fc»rtjj|ie. 6xmd tp their rank, The Cano-i 
nefftj (^fo. the lady is named who enters intb 
tl^e Noble Chapter) muft exhibit proofs of 
^bie defcen/t ; her re^idencie ^t the chapter 
f Imppfe 



aid Biitrtntt cfT rus fturoxt ^9 - 

impofes no auftere duties, and (he is. Qot 
ei^cluded firom partaking the iiinAcei|t 
amufemcnts of the world fuit^^ ip.hpr 
birth. The r^renue that this .^undajioit 
yields, adds to the iadepeqdbn^ of her 
income when i^e is Ilngle ; aod 0^ is, ai: 
liberty to etlter into the itiaried ilate, and 
|:b refign the nfpie aKui plficeof C^fiqneis 
'when fhe thinks propen |Vhapf Hoffsuf 
part of the |)&llageirf tba rttonfifteii^ iq 
]p!lngland mi^I^ have iDeen more u&ifuUj 
employed m e^^^ihmmW.pS tlu^ fort, 
than in enriching rs^ioqs caurtiere^ TJbe 
Noble Chapter of JJiyclle.in BrabAOt r|rta» 
founded by- 8t. Gertrtade. The JUwIy.pf 
Nivelfe ( fi) the Abbefs is aamf d) pf^^^^es 
2( krgejtinfdifaion, and h^ btea %9j$dr 
Princefs of the Empire, . The NpblQ 
Chapter of Andcnne,^ . fituated aoaidft thA 
|>tea£ng and pidtur^fqne . iceofis i)iy I^a 
bafriks of the^Meufe^ w&$ fQimdedi>ySf4 
;a. qphe tity of ftfons iowed its. 5rft 
- !- greatiiefs 



gfefat^e(Vto the. Ni^leChaptetvUiitttul^.^l!: 
SK Wintctmdey qi illuflrkius 4cfeent^ and rpj 

tlley are caficijt^ ai«']^d^9«(led ji&^^s xotto;* 
try bytb^Teutenk order,* Ifhiah^^ iofiituted 
Jn the time of ihe Croiades, liy a £ia(aitie 
^Hknee umt^^ tbe |MrofeS«il l»f aiau wifh 
tliat of teKgion.' ft&ii ^f |<9bk^ finmlkl 
dird of^ ^fhb^Fate jf»nm8 Jiid%$ i ofe^rc^ ia 
emW?Ci^ !fhii^«)i46^.' TMI^^^^*^^*^ 
* teutonic order are required <fe^«llftbit«p4:<« 
of noble defcent, are bound by vows of ce- 
Jibacy, and are befides required to have 
given proofs of valour by military fervij^e, 
|)efore they can attain the emoluments of 
f he order. THe fbtutes of the order enjoin, 
that this military fervice fljall be performed 
againft the Infidels 5 but a difpenfation is 
eafilyi ijjbtained in this article, ^nd the ^night 
iiiiiy be permitted to perform his noviciate 
jh arms in the wars betwiceh Chriftian? 
Pa States. 
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States. Great Princes have held the plac« 
of Grand Ma^er of the Teutonic Qrder^ 
the ajooilMtion of a Prince of Brandenburg^ 
in the iixteenth century, vhp feized al^e 
pnt'ef the jpotMSoas of dje Teidionic atr 
der of vAueh he ik^ Graiid Ma^, bid IJto 
firfttfiraodatitt^of the gre^tne^ of the lUl^ 
of Pniffia;^ ' Tlite PrioQp lyfaximil^aiiy *!)«»• . 
therof tfae.£rapemr» 90$ £le6k>r p£ Qe 
]ogoe, .wkofe. Slates almoft bdrder oaitheie 
PnsviiioeB, is^ at fieiieni; >pr^ AfeAfrpf 
the TeutdnieOrfler*' 
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S E q T I O N Xt 

LITERATURE and the fdenocs wcrt 
t:ulti\rat6d at ah tidy lime id the Auftrian. 
i^eth^^latids^ And made q'tiidcer advynces : 
Kette than m the neighbDuring countries*.: 
^he Dttktis of 1 BorgaUdy wd^e enxiiient « 
jprdtedors of iicgrature, and by their en^ > 
caoragement forism^led the progrefit of let*' I 
ters. The antient library of CjiefePuoc^es^ - 
^yhich {lill remains at Brufiels9 named the 
Library of Burgundy, contained a greater 
ht!imber of vdlumes than was to be found 
in that age in the libraries of moft Kings. 
Among the earlleft hiflorians that fiou« 
rilhed in Europe, are to be numbered the * 
hiftorians of this country, fuperior to the 
Cotemporary writers of France and Eng« 
land ; Fr oiflart of Haynault^ who in his 
native Walloon tongue has delineated ib 
P 3 happily. 



hajJpily, Md with expwflidns fa natuj^Ij 
the mannftrt cf the foortcjhth . c^nt^j]^, 
Vf hen the^ Wifii*e8<^fv£iirguad)r firft. cptief^d 
into the Lovir-eouiitrie&; Mtoilfetet.of 
Cambray, who has ointin^ 

• of Fi3diflb;tjf cherif^^ the Puit^gof 

Btfrgundy,^ 4iad tott; pait^^ at.hg^ bi^a 
' thcMLighr^ i)d that hoiife whf fe ^^ 
e&jayed $ . Philip, i^ Commaest fo^iag^ 
ftom that citf in Fland©*^. jki 1^1$ ]^^|yi of 
tlw t^jrsri 5vhei'e he tras^hotuf vf hpi i^ hifto- 
rlcd gretf icy ^»d. political ^v^ifdpi^ yidds 
im .to-the i^mMmediiivi'ijters of antf^^yi 
imr^ worthy <rfpi:aifei, Jf kfi h^ 9i9^i^^ 
Jaken his :m#ftec Charles i).ufce of Bur- 
giindy,/«eriatfer ^te:'t]ixe. io-vice ^o^.hi^ 
€namy Lpuia ;the XI th.' Undef, the £rft 
t&qftrm Fi«a^»> fci^ee flillcpi^ini^e^ ta 

, ja6bm'thJ§jeo^nt^^^ and Ikf fay xnefit Jwais 
^ot unrewarded. Thf Smpexor Maximir 
iian «0«e'me4:apdi QJf^WuTgged learned me^i 

' cMairgacet-bf. Sav<^yj'th« daughter of Maxx- 

. ' miliail 



4^ertidd the Low^Cotiiitritd Mt fome ^imc 
fluiiilg the cetgn- «rflier neplww CJhurles tjiip 
'Vth, -virai not oaljr riie pKJdeitfefft 0f jkffrni 
itiii but .t^as- atfo -liftiagtiiftii^ bjr «he dje- 

iRlfthi if ha^addatj nob to. bisi 4tfaer. greaft 
i^nalitied t^e jprsife of Wt^nry ^ecooxpJiOi- 
tiieftts, j€t gave a' ^Of*f. c^f t|^^ r«(ped 
'tt^flkhhe bt»ra«»ldt£&t$^ m a<|vaugiQg;,to 
thi -^^l^epal thifode Adrian fets.precejt^r^ a 
ihtol6ff& of Ldtividii. iBv^oKrawiili^; the 
leiiN^ulftmis of dvii jwar^ in the. irHWfpi' 
€i6^i relgti <tf Philip the^^Ild^ .the l%ht of 

* This Princefs inner tender years wais beifoihed to 
CH^Hes Old Vllttfa, Hiflg of Fraiifce; atid'^iat Krinoe 
itavJM^ foHH'ken )ier for Atuie of Bretagnei ihe was ne^t be^ 
frothed to the ^Priricc of Spain. In her voyage from the 
ixiti^Cinlktries to Sjpab, a fiiddm tempdil mfiog* tke flup 
in which (he failed wafi in danger of being wrecked. The 
J^rincefs is faid to have tonipofed this epitaph ibr hcrfelf 
in that momeiif of danger ; 

" Cy gift Margot, la gente demoifelle^' 
** Qu'cut deux maris, ctfiJmdumt^uefeB*?.^^ - 
After' the oeath of the Prince of Sptia, Jfargaret mtrried 
the Duke of Savoy* 

P 4 fcience 



fcienoe was not extingui&ed hcrt^^mii 
ihoRc forth jbfightly dqripgHthci more frntu^. 
nate gpvernmoiit of Albert and Ifabdla. . *. - 
The fall of letters may te dated ffom'the 
middle of thf Uft century, when fom^igr 
iaufesconi^irecl to worik: tb^ decline pf tboil 
States* That train of difailers, which, then • 
overtooktthis counti^y de{^effi^g/th@iphi^ 
of the Flemings tended alio tp eflfe^^e %hi^ : 
geoins. The gbyernmen t of . Sp^in ^ ued^r ' ! 
the laft Au(l;rianfPri2»;es, ill*dii^ed in other A 
refpe£ts to the public good^ was neglige^ot ^ 
of letters^ and, by thftt negled, damped it|||. x 
difcopraged all literary excrtbn*/ T^ 
Spanifti fuperftkion,. taking ^ deeper root,, r 
was alfb .iinfaToirrable to, leAming, suid . 
turned the mifid afide from manly pOxfiai^s 
to vain and frivolous -iftwlies. At this > 
period^ .while ; the neigh^oj^ring nations- : 

* A Flemifti F(5et having heea rewarded with a penfioA - " 
by ^w, the -Xiyth, the Spi^niih Goypri)ipeDt.|ccjttVc4' : 
that the Poet fliould give up the penfiotti but had not the . 
gCD€rofity to makeany compeniation to him for this ticrifice« ' 

advanced 
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i^nced fe' rapyi>^ tfi the VaHous part§ bf^^ 
fciettce^ the |itiei-ary ei^drtis of thfefe Prb 
Vihcfes 'ife^eife fetfu and feeblfe. A large Wdrk, 
(entitled * Tf he A As of the Satnts,' and ^. 
tititig in aih|)te detail the ftolyi^pyts 6^^ 
alithe Saints «f the Rbiiiifll Cdfendir, i^ 
tited iiiiorig the bf rghteft' prodnftions, at 
thfetiiiie, bf the Flemifli genius. Of this 
ftupeiidbus vroA, bejgun by *thte learned 
Bblahdbs^ whbfe name his futceffors in 
this ta& have retained, fifty huge Vbluiiies 
have ^ready af(f)eared, yet the work is uii* 
limihed. 

^he fpirit of Inipro^enient, which has 
fceen-' gradually riling^ in this country 
undef the Getmian Prinqes, has extended 
Its induisnce to fiteratUrc. A taffe for 
fciente diffufcs Itfelfi better and rhore 
liberal ftudieS are putfued^ and the literary 
genius that has long flumbered promifes 
now to afiume frefli vigour. The care of 
the Sovereign has conlpired with the tran* 

' quillity 
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^uillltjr of the tiines to' .eriooura^e the pftf-' 
grefc of learning, Amciu^ dther iiiflitutipus 
by >vbich tJife government has fought the 
advancenaent of letted, h to be. meiitioned 
the inftitutioa of the Royal Ac^iienpj? of 
Sciences an4 Belles Lettres 'at Bru0els, 
trefted in the reigt> of Maria I'tierefa. 
The Members df this learned Academy 
have already given proof of th:eir talepts 
iind iufduftry, by many ingenious treatlfcs 
tiiat embrace various ' interefting f ubje(Jis, 

and exhibit no unfavourable id^a of the 

. . . • , -.f. . 

progrefs of letters^ in thisr country. No' 
Complete hiftory has yet Jtppeared of the 
Flemiih Provinces, which haV0 teeiv th« 
theatre of fuch^ impgrtant events^ and 
wliofe pofleffion has been Warmly cpntefted 
by tlie greateft powers of Europe,^ ^ A 
learned Member* of the A-cademy of 
Brufftls, well known by hi^ llxe^ry jpro- 

' '^ MivDct Roches^ S^Cn^tarj of the *t)j^! ildadei*/ ot 
Sciences 2vad Belles Lttti€6 ?'t BrHfRisi \ - 

, duftions, 



^uftions, and by his profound acquaintance 
ivith the htftory tif his countryi has under* 
taken this talk, and from his ftudies may 
be expected a valuable acceflion to literatures 
^be Emperor difdains not to take the ti$lc 
pf ' Protedor of the Royal Academy of 
BruilUa* Letters, that tend fo much to 
ennoble andekvate the human mind* Well 
Qcfsvifc the prdte£lion of Sovereigns, whofe 
Ireighs find, often their greatefl ornaments 
and moft durable memorials in the writings 
of men df genius. 

Among the elegant * arts, the art of 
painting is that in which the natives of this. 
Country have made the happiefl eflforts. In 
jpalntingi the Flemifh fchbol yields only to 
the Italian, and in fome refpe<Sls even emu- 
lates its fame: if the Italians excell in ele- 
gance and grace, the Flemifli matters, in 
juft imitation of natiare^ in expreffion, and 
in fltill of colouring, difpute the prize, 
Bruges, Bruflels, but above all Antwerp^ 

are 
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are reiiowned by the eminent painters that 
liaVe flotrriftieci in thefe cities. In Rttbens, 
whofe talents etfibVaced all the bli^ariches of 
iiis art with fo much forte and facility, thi^ 
country boafts of having poffeffed a rare and 
fablime genius. The delicate p'e;^cil and 
fkhcy 6T Vandyke, in fome parts of compo^ 
fitibn, rivals Or furpaites thai of his maftef. 
Other painters of the Flemifh fchool 
follow, \^hofe works haVe gained deifei^ved 
feputafioD, Crayer, Jordaeiis, Sriayeri/, 
Janflens : nor mull that artift of Antwerp 
bb orAitted, fo\* i^hom LdVe ' wrought that 
i:niracle,' and' frahsforilied the ru^e fools d^ 
the Blackfmith intb the filie pencil of the 
Pauifer. - * ' 



\ , 



ConnubiaRs Amor de Miifcibre forit Apellem f •• 

. The art of painting, like rnoft of the 
other aits, is of -antient date in this country^ 
and had n>ade advances under t^e I^uk^s of, 

'- ' I Qsoi^ki Mp^i. _ ':, 

Burgundy, 
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Bwrgpiwij,, by whom its firft profi^ors were 
tewardedt The inventiqn of painting iix 
oil^ is due to John Van-Eyck, an artift of 
Brngps m the fifteenth century, who par- 
took of the liljpjality of the Princes of Bur-s, 
gi^n^dy* Italy feized e^^rly an invention 
that adfled a new brilliancy andperinanence 
to colours, Jfrpn^ that firfl: dawning of 
geoius,. a .cpnt jilted fucceffion of painter? 
w;js (Carried on to that bright sera, when, 
jhe q?ljf bfated mafters of the Flepiifli fchool 
^rofe,,,and wheij this art jreached here ^s 
greateil: eminence, in the beginnuig of the 
fei^entjeenth century* Neither was paint- 
ingjtoftjin j;l»at,ri?,dpihock, which the arfs 
pf this country encountered afterwards^ 
^nd which proved fp fatal tp moft of them, 
The laft Kings of Spain of the Auftrian 
Jine, remifs in more fcrious cares, encou* 
raged this pleafingiirt; and their patron* 
ager may be thought to have extended its 
jflfludic* 10 .the Low-Couutriest Nor is 
\ the^ 



tAe flkiil of difi pencil now falii^ in^o aegr 
Itifi: herc. Aca4etmes of paiittbg fubfifl; iir 
mdft df the great dtic§| and painterj ar« 
firatid, wko, if thty equal txot thtrhtotof 
the great mafter? of the 'Flerni(h ich*el, 
jrct exercife their talen^j ^rlth credit^ aM 
maintain the repxjtatjon that Flanders :ha$ 
acquired. Ltn$* and Herreyhs txmy b$ 
mcntroned a$ artifts of note in^ the lioe'trf 
hiftorical compofition J. 
: In ardiitediire and fculpture, thougl[ 
hk eminfcnt in thefe than in paiciting^ d^ 
.country yet ^fplays monument^ pf antienJ 
ikiii thdt are entitled to refpe^^i. Nor ait 
there now wanting able profefibrs of thrfe 
arts. Mufic is faid to have been: cultivated 
atihe Court of the Dukes of Burgutwdy, 
. and the names of Ftemiih mafterft are fouii4 
•among the eartieft compofers erf" mufie: 
... • ^ • , > 

I The pix>fei{bn of this art iq En^aiid, t^ their a^vai^ces 
*to excellence in late years, have made a grateful return' to 
; Ale proteaioit with wUch they tevebeaa faoooiurcd (^ Ac 
Sovjpreign. 

. but 



btit thi&^^ art advanccNi notktx^eyottdttait 
^rik dfkys.- Froifikrt ^^p\kA him&if'tdr 
j^tr5s no le(6 «hau td htOofjr ; and Frmcm 
lafik^ this Writer of Hayilault among hep 
ekrty ^o«s of the fourteenth century, all 
age iiot greatl]t lavoar^dbf the Mufea^ 
3ome antient pi^Cesv written in theFlemifh 
tongue, are faid to pofiefe poetical ni6fi& 
(The diftafade^at ^wiiicfh fhefe Provinces ha^ 
J>een long removed from thci tefideiice of 
their Sovereigns, difedvan*ageous in other 
refpeds, may well be fifppdCed to have 
kieeh paVticular^ ^^judidal to the fine att% 
Ifeat^need to be cheriihed- by thd (miles cf 
^*kice$^ • ' -,.-.,..♦ 

' Tlve'Fltoifli t€hgu*> thfe general latih 
jgHWgfe of the Low*Co»ntries, -isi,' as well « 
^be^^ngMih t<Jngue^ to which it bears- a 
gttf«^roil«tid^, a branch of the antient 
T^uftonic. The Flemifli language is co- 
pious, l>old, and energetic, but Kttle refined 
"^to efegance ** ^ feieothiiefs?* ft has fccen 

': an 
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^Dk ohftade to the improvemeiit'of tl^s 
"tongue, diat fer feooieages paft, iinoe the^ 
ProYmces pa£fed undef the iwaj of A^iftm^ 
Pruicesy the . language of the Feeble has 
feldom been the language of the CmmI. 
The fail pf letters alio in this cpisiifiy, in 
the laft century, vrhea the heighfaourihg 
nations applied themiclves: to poiifli th«jr 
refpeftive tqngues, was unfavourable fo th^ 
advancement ^f t|iis language* It is not 
jnow probable, that the f^lemiih tcmgo^ 
will reach a higher ft^t^ of iti^>€i^^aM| 
in the Auftrian Netherls^^. 'Il^e Franctt 
language, which is the prc^r'tcmgue'Of liie 
Walloon Provinces, has made a rapid pA* 
grefs here in this oeMury, parriolUirly 
-fince the war that Louis the XVth v»age^ 
againfl Maria Therefa, wh^ |ht AQ^nli^ 
Provinces for fome years wwe^ov^r^r^lft-b;^ 
the armies of France, Not only hi coH^ 
vcrfation, butalfo in writing, the language 
of France, foj^ aiid more ele|;ant9 b\^ 

iefs 
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k& nervous tbm that of the Fkmtngs^ ims 
eatxmd here into general uft. In aiiQtfai^ 
ceoiurf « it is Hkeljr that no other language 
Aan ihie French. wHl be Cp^ktn in thk 
ea(iiiflytry» and that the Flemi^ too^e wiH 
maifttaiii itfelf only in the I^rovinces of 
Holbftdr where k has long fubfifled in 
greater purity than, ia the Auftrkn Nether^ 
tends. 

; jrWitb the. language of Piiance* the cuf- 
tarns and w^et of that country have eni>> 
Jfffid int0 the ^ Aid!hian Flanders. The 
fyiatmd^ fafhi0JW of the Frendi in fami,.- 
Jijtf itffit iheir.wu3ftefy and %b;qf fociety; 
^beir t«|fe for ihew and omaolent^ tfaeit 
lUnkiements and entertainments, are imhr 
taied^re. With the modes and fajObions 
4pf Fiaiiice has 9ih hem intsoduced foam 
ihare of ^diat rekxati<m of jinanners, which 
JSjf^m accoinp^mi^ great n^^x^mG^md pof> 
J^k&eneii^ and for whkh th$ aufi^ will 
thkk, 4iat^^gsBaterjrad«»i5is, hmgrqater 
CL purity, 
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purity, of fimple times has been ill ex-' 
changed. The conqucft of this country 
by Louis the Fifteenth, may be remarked 
as an oera that wrought the manners of thcfc 
Provinces into a greater refemblancc to 
thofe of France. 

The Flemings have been remarked for 
their love of liberty, are tenacious of their 
rights, and confcious of the privileges that 
they poffefs : the Joyous Entry of Brabant 
is venerated by the people of that Province. 
According to the teftimony of an'tient 
writers, fiipported by many proofs, the 
Saxons, noted for their love of liberty, 
were tranfported by Charlemagne in g^reat 
numbers from the fhores of the Baltic krto 
Flanders and Brabant, and no fmall portion 
of their fpirit feeras-to have been tran^fufed 
to their Flemifh defcendan^s. ; Good f»tlx 
and fincerity have beai; long ^noticed - as a 
part of the charadfeer of the.naticwi: the 
Cardinal Bentivoglio has remarked, that 

the 
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the faimefs of the complexion of the 
natives correfponds to the candour of their 
minds ; nor are the manners of the people 
now changed in that refped:. As the Fle- 
mings are fituated between Holland and 
France, fo they have been found in theil* 
' works to unite the perfevering temper of the 
Dutch with the fprightlier fancy of the 
French : the Walloons approach to the 
lively charader of that nation on which they 
border. Amidft the advances of luxury, the 
antient frugality ftill exhibits itfelf here in 
many llriking features : the fortunes that 
were acquired by antient commence have not 
been diffipated, and have been tranfmitted in 
many inftances, unimpaired, to the defcend- 
ants of thofe families by which they were ac- 
quired. Good order andtranquillity pre vail — 
not lefs the eiFed of fober manners, than of 
wife laws and good police *. Daring ads 

of 

♦ In the Cities the police is entrulled to the Magiftrates. 

An Officer, who is named the Prpvoft-General. is charged 

Q 2 with 
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of videncc feldom violate the general quiet, 
and the commiilion of. great crimes is rare. 
A happy equality takes place. No rank of 
men is defpifed : the Peafant is efteemed in 
his ftation^ and the Nobles are lefpeded* 
without opprefling the lower ranks* 

The Nobles in thefe Provinces poileis 
their peculiar privileges, of which the moft 
important have been noticed. . Nobility 
defcends here to a lower degree than among 
the Englilh, and takes in thofe ranks which 
in England form only the firft clafs of the 
Gentry* though no rank below that of « 
Baron gains admittance into the AiTembly . 
of the States. Many families here ate of a 

with the fecurity of the highways and the open country. A 
company of Archers, of whom a part are horfcy a£^ i^id^ 
the command of this Officer^ Vagrants arc fubje6led to the 
authority of the Provoft-Gencral, but are to be judged by a 
fpecial Tribunal ere^d for that purpofe. This jinAitutioa is 
due to the Emperor Charles the Fifth, Befidcs the Provoft- 
Gencral of all the Provinces, Brabant has alfo her oy^ii Pib- 
voft-Gcncral commanding his company of Archers. 

The weak police of England has long been made a re« 
proach to her among the neighbouring nations, 

veiy 
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vciy anticnt nobility, and count a long ftfies 
of illulbdous anccftors : the houfcs of 
Arembcrg, of Ligne, of Merode, and 
other great houfcs, boaft juftly of the fplen- 
dour of their pedigree ; but it is a difad-^ 
vantage, that in this country nobility is ex- 
pofed to fale j and may be purchafcd by 
money ; a bad traffic, which, while it adds 
bidy a fmall part to the revenue of the So- 
vereign, debafes nobility, and afligns to 
gdd the rewards that belong to tnerit. A 
Itfw of Haynault has ordained, that perfons 
whd are ennobled in that Province fhall not 
gain admittance into the States, unlefs their 
ndbility has been obtained on account of 
fervices rendered to the country. It is rc^ 
markable, that, fince the beginning of the 
laft century, the Nobles of the Province of 
Flanders, by the ufurpation of the two other 
orders, and by their own tame acquiefcence, 
have loft the brighteft ornament of nobility, 
and fit no longer in the Affembly of the 
States of that Province, 

0.3 • The. 
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The jurifprudence of the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands is guided in part by antient and 
unwritten cuftoms, in part by the edicts of 
the Sovereign : where neither antient cuf- 
toms nor the edids of the Prince have pro- 
nounced, rbcourfe is had to the decifions of 
the, civil law- The antient cuftoms, that 
hold the place of laws, differ greatly in the 
different Provinces ; a circumftance not to 
be wondered at, when it is confidered, that 
the Flemifli Countries were antiently dif- 
tinft States, governed by diftinft' Princes, 
Even in different diftrids of the fame Pror^ 
vince, the antient cuftoms, that are regarded 
as laws, differ widely ; a confequence of the 
antient feudal fyftem, and found alfo com- 
monly enough in England, where diftinft 
Manors govern themfelves by diftindt cuf- 
toms and ufages* 

Two cuftoms> that are direftly oppofite, 
the cuftom of Valencieimes, and the cuftom 
of Mons, divide the Province of Haynault 
in the iniportant article qf the alienation of 

landed 
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landed property. By the cuftom of Valen- 
ciennes, it is perMfifted only to perfons who 
are unhiarried to alienate their lands : by 
the cuftom of Mons, th^y only who are 
married, and have children, enjoy the right 
of alienating their landed property. The 
Province of Haynault was antientty divided 
between the Courts of Mons and Valenci- 
ennes,' and at that time arofc thefe cuftoms 
fo oppofite that obtain in thefe Provinces. 
Ttie cuftom of Mons feems to be the beft, 
which prefumes that perfons, who are mar- 
ried and have children, will notfo raflily or 
imprudently alienate their property, as they 
who are unmarried. Though Valenciennes 
now belongs to France, yet a large part of 
the Auftrian Haynault is guided by tKe 
cuftom of Valenciennes. 

By the general cuftom of Brabant, as 
well as of moft of the Flemifti' States, the 
inheritance, unlefs in the cafe of fiefs, is 
fhared equally between the children; a 
wholefome law, that favours the natural 
0^4 equality 
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equality of inen» and prevents the ae» 
cumulation qE large (i^f^ To detrimental 
to a country *t It is ^o a commendaUe 

law, 

* The lands of drimbergy a fief in BrabanV that ^ves 
thtt title of Prince to a noble family,, by a fingi4ar 
cuftom, pais to the younger fqn in exclufion of the eldeft« 
This fihgular cullom took its rife from that war between the 
Puke- of fira)>ant and thp lx)idof MpphUn, pf which foipe 
account has been given above. The lands of Griitiberg 
antMntly belonged to the Bertholils, Lords of Mechlin. 
Cocttrey, Duke of Brabant, revenging the injury that had 
been offered to his States by the Lord of. Mechlin, com- 
piled Walter Berthold Lord of Mechlin, and Gerard his 
brother, to fwear fealcy to him, and kept the bnpdiers in a 
(late of obedience. Afterwards the elder brother, reciuefl- 
ing to go as a warrior to the Holy Land, obtained permill 
fion from the Duke, only on this condition, that -he fbouLd 
return within a limited time, and that his, younger brother 
(houtd remain as a hoftage in hi^ abfence. The elder bro- 
dksr not returning according to his promife, and the yotu^er 
brother dying while he was detained as a hoilage, it was ad- 
jiid^sd ^at, in memory of the virrong whidl the younger 
brother had thus fuftained from the negle£l of the ^er, the 
lands of Grimbeig fhpuld from that time pafs to the younger 
Ibn, in exclulion of the elder. 

The Princes of the Low«Countries were not a little diftiiV; 
guiifaed in the vrars of the Holy Land. Godfrey of Bouil- 
ton, file hero of Taffo, and the leader of the Chrifti^ns in the 
£rft Cmiadei was a native of Brabalit, and held the dignity 
«if Duke of Lower Lorraine. The Flemings, led by the 
t^ounls df Flatiders, made a nation apart in thefe wars, and 

wore 
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law, by which perfons who art given to 
wafte and diiIij)ation of their property/ are 
reftrained and limited to a certain part of 
their income, proportioned to their eftatc^ 
when due proofs of their difpofition tor 
wafte and profufenefs have been broaght 
before the Tribunals of the Province^ by 
their chiidrcai or neareft kindred* 

By a particular cufioni in csertain diAxids , 
of Brs^anf, the children of diefecond bed 
are excluded from all (hare of the laiidsr 
which belbrig eirtiyety to the ^hildrdn of 
the firft 1xd. % virtue of this Cii^omf i 
Louis the Fourteenth, married to the In- 
fttita Mark^Theiefa, daughter of Phil^^^ . 
the Fourth, King of Spain> by the firft mar- 
wore a green crofs, while the Cnglifh Wor^ a wKite, and^tluei ' 
Fftneh a red crofs. 

Seguia la gente pot Candida e bionda, 

Che tra Franchi, & Germani, cH mar fi giacc, \ \ 

Ove la Mofa e ove il Rheno inofida ; 

Terra di 3iade e d'anim^i ferace« &c. 

The title of King of Jerufalem has defcended from the . 
herpes of the Cndadesto the Emperor, * ^ 

mge. 
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riage, aflerted his title to the Spanifti Nether- 
lands, in oppofition to Charles the Second, 
the fon of Philip the Fourth by the fecond 
marriage ; and, on this weak ground, com- 
menced that memorable invafion of the 
Spanifh Low-Countries, which firfl: infpired 
Europe with a jealoufy of his ambition and 
power. The fucceffcs of France were rapid 
in this invafion, againft which the weaknefs 
and flow counfels of Spain had prepared 
little defence. The Queen and all the 
Court of France accompanied the young 
Monarch in his campaign into Flanders — 
fo that the rude operations of war wore the 
appearance of a party of pleafure.. The 
triple league between England, Sweden, 
and Holland, the work of eminent Statef- . 
men, Temple and De Witt, arretted Louis 
in his ambitious career ; but the conquefts 
that he had made in the Low-Countries 
remained to France. 

The 
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- The criminal jurifdidion inther Cities, of 
thefe Provinces belongs, as has bcen*rc> 
marked, to the Magiftrates of the Cities'; 
a refpedtahle tribunal, oh M^hich the dti^ 
zens may fafely rely. The tribunals in the 
Country, where the Magiftrates of the 
Villages, named by the Lords in whofe 
manors the villages arc fituated, exercife the 
criminal jurifdidlion, are more liable t» 
cenfure. In the appointment of tlw'Vil- 
lage-Magiftrates, too large a (hare of powor 
may be thought to be committed 'to th« 
Lords of Manors, fuccefTors of the feudal 
Barons. So important a charge, as that of 
judging in calufes on which the lives of meii 
depend, may feem alfo to be unwifcly 
trufted to the Magiftrates* of Villages, cveii 
when they are aided by the two lettered 
Magiftrates. A farther objedion remains* 
As, in the profccution of the^criminal before 
thefe Village-Tribunals, the expence of the 
profecution is to be defrayed by the Lord 

to 
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vlioife ixunbr die village belongs, it fome- 
limes happens^ that on diat account juftioe 
is flackly adminiftexcdi and that» by the 
wiflii^ negled of the Lord» criminals are 
permitted to make their efcape. The 
Nobles are vain of the honour of poffefling 
^ this criminal jurifdidtion, in which may be 
traced the remains, though much contradted» 
of feudal power. 

The criminal laws of England, excellent 
in many refpeds, ordain, that aU who am 
accufed of crimes ihall be tried ini open 
court, and the conAitution juiHy regards 
this mode of trial as ei&ntial to liberty^ 
This advantage is wanting to theft Ro* 
vinces, whcr^ the Tribunals judge with ihut 
doors. At Antwerp alone, whofe laws 
and wife poli^ contributed to its antient 
greatnefs, the Citizens claim this right, that 
they are to be tried in open court; and this 
trial is there initituted with much folem-^ 
»ity,. 

The 
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The Lords» who in this coimtiy £BU xe« 
tain the femblance of feudal power in die* 
criminal jurifdidion* poflefs alio; in their 
baronies or manors, moft of the rights dmt 
are enjoyed by the Lords of Manors in 
England. Thefe rights, in fome iafbnces, 
have been abridged by the laws of Brabant. 
As an example of this fort, it may be re- 
marked, that by an article in the Joyous 
Entry pf Brabant, in the fourteendi cen^ 
tuiy, it is declared, that all the natives of 
that Province fhall aijoy the privilege of 
hunting with hound and hawk through all 
the lands of Brabant, excef^ng cmly in the 
ibrefts of the Prince, and in thofe manoriB, 
few in number, that had acquired the right 
of frete wanwi before the beginning of thatt 
centuiy; an article which marks, among 
. ihany <Hhers, the early influence which the 
^^onxmons acquired in this Province, who 
wese thus abk^to ccmtroul the feudal Barcois 
in thofe amuiements of which they were 

the 
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die mbft jealous, the amufcrhents of the 
chaos.'. The fame article extends aHb to 
all the natives of Bnbant» the right of fifh-» 
ing in the river Senne, which pafies through 
BruiTels. The Brabanders have not failed, 
by the exeicife of thefe rights, to maintain 
the polTeflion of them. 

The Sovereign ftill poffcflcs large de- 
mefnes in the Auftrian Netherlands ; and 
the profits- of the demefne lands, which 
antiently formed here, as inother parts of 
Europe, the largeft part oF the revenue of 
the Prince, ftill bring no inconfiderable 
acceffion to the treafury of the Sovereign. 
The laws of Brabant permit not the de- 
mefnes of the Prince in that Province to 
be alienated, without the confent of the 
States and Council of Brabant. The nobic 
foreft of Soignes, which approaches almoft 
to Bruffels, and which overfpreads atra^ 
of country that meafures thirty miles in 
circuit, containing amidft its lufty woods 

fruitful 
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fruitful fields, fair feats, and populous.vilH 
kges, belongs to the demefnes of the Prince 
in Brabant. In this foreft, well fuited to 
a princely refidcnce, the Dukes of Brabant 
had their antient feat at the caftle of Ter- 
vure, decayed and fallen into ruins within 
thefe few years paft. .. 

The military fervice of the feudal vaffals 
gave way hefe, as in other countries of 
Europe, to a regular army, of which thp firft 
traces occur! under Charles the Bold, The 
perpetual enmity which that Prince exer- 
cifed with Louis the Eleventh, induced him 
to keep on foot a body of regular troops, 
that he might cover his frontier againft the 
invafion of France, which -began at th^t 
time to give the firft exanxple of a Jftanding 
army, fince imitated by othy nations, and 
produdiye of fuch important confequenccs 
in Europe. The good wder and diidpUne 
that Charles/eftablifhed in this body of regu^ 
iar troopjjwcre fuite4 to the martial gepius 

of 
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ef that Erince^ and were adipired in that 
tgt. A fid>fidjr is now paid by the States 
of the Brovmces for ntttntamii^u inilitai7 
fbice confifting i^ thirtjr thoufaad men. 
- The adminiifaration of the Auihian Ne^ 
dieclafids is oooduded chiefljr bjr three 
Councils, whofe feat is fixed at Bniflels—^ 
die Cinmcil of State^ the Privy Couacil^ and 
the CdoDcii of Finances ; an ammgement 
tiiat was eftabltfiied by Charles the Fifths 
and which has been found well adapted to 
the management of public affiurs. 

Since diefe Piovinces have ceafed to be 
the refidence of the Sovereign, a Govemof 
or Regent, by the appointment of the 
Prince, reprefents the Sovereign in the 
Auftrian Netherlands. Though the autl^* 
rity of the ©ovemor is limited by the 
Councils that have hem ^aiAed, yet fplen«- 
did prerogatives are annexed to this charge. 
The Governor maint^s the exteri<^ pomp 
of a Sovcitign in tibia couatiy, and Mia^ 

fters 



fljdrs'cirom foteign Powers fefide. at: the 
Goiirt of Bruffels. When the .WaUoon 
JPfbvinces confented^to a reconciliation with • 
Spain, Philip the -Second entered into an 
on^gptricnt, that the office "of Rflgcnt," jot 
Oovertiar, in the Netherlands fhould" be 
coiafenJed only oa Princes of the BlocHi of 
thc.8p»a»iga. This article has connnbnly 
teen- adhered toj gnd( when a ^ peffori of 
inf^tior raiik'hafi been raifed to this dignity >. 
a, ,cljiu&ihaS been fubjoined to the patent ©f 
hiii office,, that.he.fupplies that ftation' only 
till the Sovereign fhall depute a royal "JteriCon 
of; \^^ o)vn ypod. ^ The importantcharge 
of -Regent ha« fometimes been beftowed on 
Princefles' of the' houfe of Auflfia; and 
their government has Ihewn, that they , 
were not unequal to the truft repofed in 
them. The tranquillity and flourifhing 
ilate of the Netherlands, under Charles the 
Fifth, was in a great meafuie due to the 
wife, adminiftration of jhe Auftrian Prinr 
, ' .-. ^ R ceffes, 
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cefles, Margaret of Savoy and Maiy of 
Hungary. The prudence and moderation 
of Margaret of Parma^ in the leign of Phi-- 
lip the Secottdt had well nigh fuppcdicd 
thofe tumults in the Low«-Countrie6» that 
wcfre kindled anew by the intemperate zeal 
of the Duke of Alva. The Archducheis 
Maria*Cbriftina» fifter of the £mperor,'now 
holds the office of Regent of the Auftrian 
Netherlands ^ : the Duke Albert* hear hafr^ 
band, a Prinosof the Electoral Houfe of 
Saxony, ii a£&ciated with bee in tlua 
dignity, 

* The Queen of France, the Queen of Niples, the Du- 
cheis of ?^tm9i ^ ^fp ^^n of t)ieSmpemr; the flon* 
rifhing houfe of Auftria-Lorraine fpreack its fway and afi^ 
nities over a large part of £urope. 
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SECTION XII. 

A FORTUNATE marriage, and thi 
law of fucceffion irt thefc Provinces, gave 
Flanders, Brabant, and Limburg to th^ 
houfc of Burgundy : Nartiur and Luxem- 
burg wefre obtained by purchafe : Haynault 
\ras acqiiired by a title kfe hoiiourable and 
jiift J and Hiftory prefents an inter^fting re-^ 
ktibn in recording the misfortunes of the 
Princefs Jacoba of Haynault. 
., Nature had beftowed her faireft gifts on 
- this Princels— -^rare beauty, a Uprightly and" 
penetrating genius, with firhjinefs^ apd fefo-^ 
hition beyond her fex ; and FortunS pro* 
mifed to her in her youth a brilliant deftiny. 
Her father, William Count of Haynault, 
was alfo Count of Holland; Zeland, and 
Friefland. The only daughter of the Count 
of Haynault, and the heirefs of his States, 
- R 2 Jacoba 
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Jacoba derived alfo no fmall luilre from -the 
great families to which ihe was related. 
Her father was defcended from the illuftri- 
ous houfe of Bavaria * : her mother, Mar- 
garet of Burgundy, waS the filler of John 
Duke of Burgimdy, Count of Flanders and 
Artois, whofe family, now feated in the 
Netherlands, began to acquire great confi- 
deration in thefe Provinces, and whofe 
younger brother Antony had been called to 
reign in Brabant. But the ill fate of Jacoba 
had decreed, that in thefe great families* to 
which (he was ty blood fo nearly related, 
(he fhould find her moft bitter enemies. 

At the age of fifteen, Jacoba, while her 
father was yet alive, was married to the 
young Duke of Touraine, little advanced in 
year^ beyond herfelf, the fecond fon of 
Charles the Sixth, * King of France. By 

• On account of her defccnt from this family, this Prin- 
cefs is often named by the Flemifh writers Jacoba van Bey- 
cren, Jacoba of Bavaria. By the French writers, whom 
the Englifh copy, (he i& named Jacqueline. 

this 
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this marriage. Fortune feemed to prepare 
for the Princefs a high exaltation • In a 
few months after the marriage, the Duke of 
Touraine, by the death of his elder brother, 
became Dauphin, and the ambition of Ja- 
coba was flattered , with the profpedl of 
Iharing the throne of France. But this 
bright expedlation foon vanifhed. The 
Dauphin, her hufband, in the fecond year 
of his marriage was taken off by a fudden 
death, not without fufpicion that poifon 
had been fecretly adminiflered to him by 
liis unnatural mother, Ifabella of Bavaria, 
well known by her crimes in the hiflory of 
France. 

The death of this young Prince was the 
beginning of the misfortunes which Jacoba 
^vas deftined to prove from marriage. The 
death of the Count of Haynault followed 
foon after that of the Dauphin, and Jacoba, 
by the death of her father, fucceeded to his * 
dominions of liaynault, Holland, Zeland, 
R 3 and 
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and Friefland. The care of providing a 
juitable marriage for his daughter, a widcvw 
at fo early an age, and the heirefs of fo 
many States, had engaged the thoughts of 
the Count of Haynault before his death ; 
and he had recommended to her choice her 
kinfman the young Duke of Biabant, who 
was alfo fprung from the houfe of Burgun- 
dy, and whofe dominions, bordi^rmg on 
Holland and Haynault, were fo happily 
fituated to be united with her own. Mar<f 
garet of Burgundy, the mother of Jacoba; 
wifliing ihi alliance wilh a Prince of her 
own houfe, folicited hei? d^aughter tQ^coni* 
ply with the laft requeft of her fath^ i and 
Ae Princefe, ft the age of eighteen^ con- 
fcnted to give her hand tq the Duke. of 
Brabant. But this unhappy marriage>>tQ 
which Jacoba had^yielde4 more fricmfi de-j 
ference to hey parents, and from ise^cins^^^ol* 
ftate, than from her own inclination, proved 
the principal! caufe of htt misfor^jmes, 

John 
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John Duke of Brabant, the fon of Antony 
Duke of Brabant, who had beeii flain not 
long before, fighting in the fields of Agin- 
court againft Hanrjr the Fifth of England, 
wafe in the eighteenth year t)f his age at the 
time of his marriage; a prince of a narrow 
undeiilanding, of a feeble conftitution, and 
little fuited to gain th^ affedtions of a prln* 
cefs of the fprightly charadei* of Jacoba. 

An occafion foon prefehted itfelf, tlmt 
difplay ed the weaknefs of the Duke of Bra- 
bant, and the fuperior genius of the Princefs, 
John of Bavaria, the uncle of Jacoba, a tur- 
bulent atid ambitious princei upon a yain 
title afferted his right to Holland and Hay* 
nauh, and,^ feconded by a difafFeded party 
in Holland; made £> great a progrefs in that 
province, that it was found neceffary to 
oppofe him by arms« In that war^ Jacoba, 
vrh0 poflefied valour and martial pxovfds, 
of ^hich examples in that age were not few 
^mong the fofter fex, took d^e field at the 
R 4 head 
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head of her troops of Haynault, and, by h» 
undaunted fpirit, animated them to fignal 
a(9:s orbravery ; whilft the Dv^ke of Bran 
bant, by his tmwarlikc charadtcr, fpread 
dejedion among his troops of Ekabant, aijd 
rendered the fucceffes of the Princefs fruit-? 
Icfs, and of ,nQ efFed:. At length, that he 
might hidf his fhame, he drew his forces 
away from Holland, commanding Jacoba 
to follow him into Brabant ; and an inglo- 
rious peace, upon difadvantageous terms, 
was concluded with John of Bavaria. 

If Jacoba had reafon to be difpleafed at 
the littk ardour .that the Duke had fhewn 
in the defence of, her dominions, his coHr 
dud: afterwards tended ftill more to alienate 
her. Negleding the Princefs, he eftranged 
himfclf from her company, purfuing mean 
pleafure$, and yielding to the guidance of 
unworthy favourites- . To the ncgled of 
the Princefs he added harfhncfs arid ill ufage, 
difmifling from her pcrfon her women that 

had 
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had accompanied her from Haynaiilt, and 
in other inftances treating her with contUi* 
mely. The contempt that Jacoba had be- 
fore entertained of hqr hufband was now 
changed into refentment ; and, liftening to 
her anger, Ihe took the refolution of depart-* 
ing from her hufband and from Brabant, '. 
and of retiring into her own^ country of 
Haynault, - , 

Jacoba, in the full luftre pf her beauty, 
had attained only her twentieth year when, 
fhe withdrew herfelf from her hufband* 
Inclined to the tendemefs of love, and capa- 
ble of feeling that pafiion in all its ardoufj 
fhe had proved a fevere difappointment ia 
her union with the Duke of Brabant, and 
fhe now thought only of difTphring an union 
that had been to her fo unhappy, A reafon 
t^as not wanting in. the neamefs of blood 
between her and the Duke of Brabant ; and 
this reafon had .been thought fo powerful an 
ebjedion to the ^marriage, that the Pope 

Martin 
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Martin the Fifth, who gave die permiifion 
to many* bad at one time, on account of 
the neamefs of blood, revoked that difpen** 
fation, which he afterwards granted. 
While Jacoba fought to annul her marriage 
with the Duke of Brabant, flie caft her 
eyes on a Prince who ieemed more worthy 
of her af&dtion. 

Henry the Fifth, King of England, tt 
this time waged thofe wars begun by Ed- 
ward the Third, that wert fo fatil to France. 
The courfe of the war had led this Prince 
to the b(»rders of \he Low-*Countries, and 
the frontier of Artois had been the fceneof 
his fpicndid vidory of Agincourt. Among 
the Princes and Nobles of England that 
attended Henry in this war, the Pcii»xfs 
Jacoba bad feen and diftinguiihed the 
youngcft brother of the King, Humphiy 
Duke of Glocefler, whofe name is fo well 
known in the Engliih ftoryi a prmct^^at 
thjis time in the fiower of his age^ ksad^ 

fomc. 
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Tome, fprightly, bravc„ and endowed with 
all diofe qualities that might gain the. heart 
of 'the Princefs. In an union with dbti 
accomplilhcd Prince, Jacoba hoped that ihe 
might find that happinefs> which flie had 
fought in vain with the Duke of Brabant. 
The Duke of Gloccfter> on his paart, was 
neither infenfibk to the charms of Jacoba, 
nor uranoved by the prdfpcft whidi evened 
it&lf to his ambiticm, in the poif&ilka of a 
Princefs the fovereigii of fb inanjr States ^ 
Thus xnutually attrafted, Jacoba and the 
Duke of Glocclkr flattefed themfebres, that 
thejrxmgl^ prevail upon the Pope to anmd 
the fovmct vtmtmgc of Jacoba with the 
Duke of Brab^t ; the more eafily^ that the 
Church: was at thi^ time rest by a Tchifaw 
and that Pope M^m the FiAh fiwinda 
competitor for the p^al throne m Ba»e- 
4iift the Thirteenth. But whilft die Duke 
and the Princefs indulged the hopev^ -drat 
thm nwrriage iimght be tiGiy ef&ffco^- a 

powerful 
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powerful obftacle to their union arofe in 
the kinfman of Jacoba, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. 

Philip, Duke of Burgundy and Count.of 
Flanders and Artois> had lately fucceeded 
to thefe dominions by the death of his 
father John, flain at Montereau by the con- 
trivance of the Dauphin of France, after- 
wards Charles the Seventh. Philip, pof-^ 
feflcd of emiiient talents, nourilhed an am- 
bitious mind, and, already mafter of ample 
domains in the Netherlands, fought to aug- 
ment his power in that country. The fair 
inheritance of his kinfwoman, the Princefs 
of* Hiaynault, prefented an pbjed to which 
the ambition of this Prince afpired ; and 
he had ftudied to draw advantage to him* 
fclf by fomenting troubles in her States. 
For this purpofe he had formed a league 
with John of Bavaria, and had fecretly aided 
him inhis cnterprifes in Holland. As he 
indulged the hope that no progeny would 
' arife 
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arife from the bed of the Duke of Brabant^ 
he had iaot been much moved by the mar- 
riage of Jacoba to that Prince, and heliad 
afterwards heard with fatisfad:ion' of the 
variance that had taken place between that 
ill-afforted pair ; but he was greatly alanxied 
when he learned the new engagements that 
the Princefs.had formed with the Duke of 
Gloceftdr, and refolved to employ all^his 
efforts to /prevent their intended union*. 
With thi;s view, whilft he applied himfelf 
to dppofe the fuit of Jacoba to the Papal 
See, he alfo made wafni reprefentations 
agiinft this marriage to King Henry and the 
Englifli; Court, where he jufUy. pofleflei 
much influence. : Engird had been.in*^ 
debted for a great part, of her triuraphfi 
over France, to the aid of Ae houfe of Bur*^ 
gundy ; and her future fucceffes in that war 
depended inuch on the afliftance oS that 
po^yerful houfe. The refentment thatPhi-* 
lip; had conceived. againil: the Dauphin, ..on 

account 
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account of the aflafl^tion of his father^ 
now bound him in firm amity with Eng-^ 
land ; and it was of much moment, tint 
aojuil: caufe of offence ihould be given to 
thii Prince^ by which this band of union 
mi^t be weakened. The influence which 
Philip poffeffed in the Englifh Court was 
aUb augmented by his affinity to the Duke 
of Bedford^ die fecond brother of the King^ 
a brave and accompliihed prince^ to whom 
he had given his fifbr Anne in marriage. 

But the ccppo&tix^, though powerlul, of 
the Duke of Burgundy did not hinder die 
Piittce^ Jacoba and the Duke of Gloceii^er 
from the accompliihment of their purpoie. 
The Piincefs pafled over into England, 
wheie Hie was well entertamed by the 
King and the Englilh Court, and where 1^ 
married the Duke of Glocefter. Arid that 
a^ papal fan&ion m^ht not' be wanting^ 
a ferflsnce was fbon after prdcuped from 
Bcnedid the Thirteenth, by which her 
M former 
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former marriage was annulled, and her 
marria^ with the Duke of Glocefter wa& 
dbbliflied. Fortune now feemed to fmile 
on Jacoba, and with an amiable Prince fbe 
tailed a happinefs that fhe had not before 
experienced. The Duke of Gloccfter 
t^ok the titfe of Count of Haynault, Hrf- 
land, and Zelsuid, and a large part of the 
Netherlands feemed dei^td to the fwajr 
c^ an Englifli Prince. After fome time, 
the Duke» accompanied by a body of 
Ehgliih troops, paflediover with the Prin- 
c«& ittto Haynaultj to take pdTeffionof die 
domimona that he now claimed by the title 
o£ his marriage. > 

But the feficity of Jacoba was of no l*ng 
duration, aifkl (he was foon to^ prove the lli^ 
el]bdti» of nuptials too precipitately* con*: 
tra4te4- The Duke of Burgundy-, now 
Ml <rf refentment, inveighing fevcrelyj 
^ai^ the l%ht conduct of Jacoba^ and 
i«&lnpkming Itmdly of the wrong thai waa 

done ^ 
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done to the Duke of Brabant, joined his. 
troops to thofe of that Prince> and a pow-^ 
eiful army advanced into Haynaalt to op-^ 
pofc the Duke of Glocefter. The force of 
the Duke of Glocefter was not able ta 
withfland the combined army of Burgundy 
and Brabant, and k flaughter was made of a 
great part of the Englifh troops at Braine 
in Haynault. ' Letters of mutual. accufetion 
and defiance now paflcd .between the DKikes 
of Burgundy and.Glocefter> and, a day was 
appointed for the fmgJd copabat of theft; 
Princes. Whilftby \\\\^ defiance,, which 
yet in the end took no eflfefti a fufpenfion 
of arms is produced, the Duke of GioCeftex 
took' that pccafipn of resuming into Eng- 
land, that he might colled: a' larger force. 
The Princefs had at firft determined to ac- 
company him thither; but, w6n by the 
prayers of the citizens of Mons, who gave 
fokmn affurancesthat they would defend 
her during the abfence pf the Duke, ihe. 

confented 
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tonfentcd to remain in Haynault, and to 
fix her abode at Mons. She had foon 
caufe to repent of this too eafy comphance. 
No fooner had the Duke of Glocefter dc* 
j)arted| than the Duke of Burgundy applied 
all hi^ efforts to feduce the people of Hay- 
Ifvault from their duty to their Sovereign, 
and in particular to gain the city of Mcms. 
In this he fucceeded too well i and the 
Princefs, betrayed by the citizens of Mons^ 
in whoMr ihe had trufted, and finding no 
fuccour from the Duke of Glocefter, to 
whom fhc conveyed her griefs in a lettfaf 
Written from her " falfe ia.nd traitorous city 
t)f Mons*/* as Ihe %les that place, was 
compelled to furrender herfelf to the Duke 
of Burgundy, and was by him conduced 
a prifoner to his city of Ghent in Flanders. 
The courage of Jacoba did not forfake 
her in this diftrefs. Difguifing herfelf in 

» Monflrelet. 

S man's 
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man's apparel, and p^dling through th^ 
ilrcets of Ghent by night, flie found nleans 
to efcape into her Province of Holland» 
where fhe was gladly received by that party 
which remained faithful to her interefts. 
Here Ihe found herfelf at the head of nu- 
merous forces, and gave an overthrow to 
her difaffeded fubjeds in that Province; 
The Duke of Burgundy, to whom John of 
Bavaria had now bequeathed his pretended 
right to the States of Jacoba, alarmed at tht 
fuccefs of the Prindefs, advanced with his 
army into Holland. While Jacoba oppofes 
a brave refiftance to this Prince, the Duke 
of Glocefter folicits frefh fuceours in Eng- 
land, where he was retarded by many ob- 
ftacles. Heriiy the Fifth was now dead, 
and the cfowns of England and of France 
had defcended to his irifant fon, Henry the 
Sixth, a prince bom to an unhappy deftiny ; 
and a troubled minority ulhered in an un- 
fortunate reign. Though the Duke of 

Gloceiler 
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Glocefter was now advanced to a high 
rank, and poffeffed popular qualities, yet he 
found the Englifh Court little difpofed.to 
fupport his pretenfions in Haynault with 
warmth; The ftrife between the Dukes of 
Burgundy and Glocefter had greatly inters 
rupted the fucceffes of England, in the war 
that Ihe waged in France. The Duke of 
Bedford, knit in affinity with the Duke of 
Burgundy, and now appointed Regent in 
/France, was folicitous that the whole force 
of England fhould be employed againft 
that kingdom. The ambitious Beaufort, 
Bifhop and afterwards Cardinal of Win* 
chefter, fought to thwart the views . of the 
Duke of Glocefter, from the hatred which 
he entertained againft the Duke, and which 
did not terminate but with the life of that 
Prince. At length, after many delays, an 
Englifti force was obtained, and, under the 
command of the Lord Fitzwalter, was ffnt 
into Holland, to the aid of the Princefs of . 
S % Haynault. 
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Haynault. But this force was too weak to^ 
effedt the intended purpofe, and, foon after 
its landing on the fhore of Holland^ was 
attacked by the Duke of Burgundy, and 
after a Iharp conilidt overthrown, the Lord 
Fitzwalter efcaping with difficulty to his 
ihips. 

The defeat of the Englifh army was a 
fcvere difappointment to the hopes of 
Jacoba, and other difaftcrs foon followed. 
The Duke of Burgundy failed not to im- 
prove his viftory; and whilft he purfucd 
with vigour his fucceffes in arms, hfe alfo, 
by his arts and addrefs, drew away the Pro- 
vinces of Jacoba more and more from their 
Sovereign. Martin the Fifth, triumphant 
over his rival Benedidl the Thirteenth, and 
obfequious to Philip, iffued at the fame 
time a bull, by which the marriage of 
Jacoba with the Duke of Gloceftcr was 
annulled, and her firft marriage with the 
Duke of Brabant was confirmed : a fevere 

claufe 
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daufe was added, by which the Princefs 
was reftrained from marrying the Duke of 
Glocefter, even if fhe fhould become a 
widow by the death of the Duke of Bra- 
bant ; an event which, from the ill health 
of* that Prince, feemed not far diftant. But 
the blow that imprinted the deepeft wound 
on the mind of Jacoba, was the inconftancy 
of the Duke of Glocefter. That Prince, 
from a compliance, as he pretended, with 
the counfels of his brother and the Duke of 
Bedford, but mor« from that unworthy 
paffion which he entertained for Eleanor 
Cobham, whom he afterwards married, and 
whofe pride wrought his fhame, now de- 
clared his purpofe of fcpamting himfelf 
from the Princefs of Haynault, and of 
yielding entire obedience to the mandate of 
Martin the Pope. Deferted by her fub- 
jefts, forfaken by the ungrateful Duke of 
Glocefter,* preffed by the armies of Philip, 
the unfortunate Jacoba, after many exertions 
S3 of 
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of a noble and valorous fpirit, was obliged 
to yield to the Duke of Burgundy, and to 
fubmit to thofe harfti terms that he now 
prefcribed. The tenor of thefe terms was 
fuch as fufficiently declared the fecret am- 
bition by which that Prince had been'fo 
long actuated. By the firft article it was 
ftipulated, that all the dominions of Jacoba 
were to be governed by Philip, who was to 
rule in them by the title of her Lieutenant. 
A fecond article not lefs rigorous was im- 
pofed on the Princefs, now a widow by the 
death of the Duke of Brabant, that (he 
fhotild not be at liberty to contradl any fu- 
ture marriage without the confcnt of the 
States of her Provinces, anc} of the Duke of 
Burgundy. ^ 

Jacoba had not exceeded her twenty- 
feventh year, when (he was obliged to fub- 
mit to thefe hard laws. Yielding now to 
iier illHfortune, and diverted of all authority 
^n her Provinces, while flic retained the 

name 
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aame of Sovereign, Ihe retired into the 
country of Zeland, where a flender revenue 
was fupplied by Philip to her expence. 
There, in thofe ifland« that are furrounded 
by the Scheld, where, dividing itfelf into 
many channels, it pours its waters into the 
ocean, ftie indulged thofe melancholy re- 
fledtions which the misfortunes of her life 
fuggefted. Sometimes, in order to amufe 
her melancholy, Ihe joined in the village- 
fports, and inftituted exercifes in archery, 
or in horfemanlhip. In thefe exercifes, in 
which fhe excelled, and that were fuited to 
her martial genius, Ihe was well pleafed to 
win the prize, and to be proclaimed Queen 
by the voice of the villagers. Thus fhe 
pafled two years, her beauty as yet little 
impaired by time, or by the accidents of 
her Ufe, when Love, that had wrought her 
fo many diftrefles,, furprifed her again in her 
retirement, and prepared for her new mif- 
fortunes. 

S 4 Among 
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Among the Lords in Holland who had 
been the moft adverfe to the intcrcfts of 
Jacoba, and who on that account had been 
rewarded by Philip, was Francis Borfclcn, 
Lord qf Martendykc. This nobleman 
poffefled large cftate§ in Zeland, and fre- 
quently made his abode in that province. 
His oppofition to the interefts of Jacoba 
had IcHig kept him at a diflance from that 
Princefs, till an accident, that fortune threw 
in his way, and of which he profited, gained 
him an accefs to her acquaintance. Marr* 
garet of Burgundy, the mother of Jacoba, 
having fent to her daughter a prefent of a 
fine horfe from Haynault ; and Jacoba, from 
the extreme parfimony of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy« being unable to reward the perfon 
by whom the horfe had been brought fo 
liberally as ftie wiihed ; Borfelen, who had 
kamt her diftnefs from a •domeftic, took 
occafion to prefent a large fum of money 
with fo good a grace, that the Princefs, 

touched 
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touched with his generous proceeding, 
forgot the prejudices which flie had chter^ 
jtained againft him, and gave orders that he 
Ihould have free admittance to her company. 
A nearer acquaintance prepo0e{red her ftill 
more in favour of Borfelen, who to a grace- 
ful perfbn joioed courtly and engaging manr 
ners. At length her inclination for this 
Nobleman, growing from the retirement in 
which fhe lived, and perhaps alfo from the 
hard reftraints impofed upon her, became fo 
ftrpng, that, forgetting the difparityof rank> 
and the engagements by which Ihe wa$ 
fettered, Ihe united herfelf with Borfelen by 
a private marriage. 

Philip, who had employed fpies to watch 
the conducSt of Jacbba, was no fooner ap- 
prifed of this marriage, than he hgiftened to 
draw; from it that advantage which it afford- 
ed to his ambition. While he was inwardly 
pleafed, he afFeded violent indignation, 
Borfelen by his command was apprehended, 

and 
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and conveyed from Zeland to the Caftie of 
Rupelmonde in Flanders, fituated at the 
confluence of the Rupel and the Scheld. 
Here, aggravating the prefumption of 
which this Nobleman had been guilty, 
with a view to alarm the Princefs, he 
caufed the report to be fpreadf that the life 
of Borfelen was to atone for his offence^ 
The Princefs^ of Haynault, apprehenfivc * 
for the life of her hufband, coUedled a fmall 
force in Zeland, and, having armed fomc 
veffels, failed up the Scheld, with the hope 
of furprifing Rupelmonde, and delivering 
her hufband. When fhe approached to 
Rupelmondje, fhe learned that her defign 
had been difcovered, that a large force was 
aflembled at Rupelmonde, and that Philip 
himfelf was in the CafHe, Difappointed 
in her fcheme, fhe next requefled that fhe 
might be permitted, from her vefTel, to 
fpeak with her coufin the Duke of Bur- 
gundy; and the Duke not declining the 

conference. 
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conference, flie inquired eameftly of him, if 
her hufband was yet alive. Philip, as if 
to remove her iapprehenfions, commanded 
that Borfelen fhould be brought forth on 
the terrace that bordered the river ; when 
the Princefs, with the ardour that was na- 
tural to her, tranfported with joy at the 
fight of a perfon fo dear, and forgetting that 
fhe gave herfelf into the power pf the 
Duke, inftantly fprang from her veffel 
upon the fliore, and ran with eagemefs to 
embrace her hufband. 
' Philip had now obtained the advantage 
which h^ fought, and> detaining the Prin-^ 
cefs, 'wrought fo powerfully on her fears 
for her hufband, that, in order to pur- 
chafe the life and liberty of Borfelen, fhe- 
confented to yield up to the Duke the en^ 
tire Sovereignty of all her States and Do- 
minions. So high a price did the ambition 
of the Duke require for the ranfom of Bor- 
felen ! Philip, having attained that objed 

tQ 
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to which he had long afpired^ took poG* 
feffion of the States of Jacoba ; and thofe 
Provinces, accuftbmed to his controuli 
and by his arts indifpofed towards their 
Sovereign, fubmitted quietly to his go-^ 
vemment. In return for that ample con-» 
ceflion which the Princefs had made, ho 
afifgned to her certain eftates in Holland 
^nd Zeland, which Jacoba, fetting no 
bounds to her afFedion for her hufbaad, 
beftowed in free gift on gorfelen. This 
Nobleman was alfo created Count of Ofter-p 
vant, and decorated with the order of the 
Golden Fleece, lately inftituted by Philip, 

Thus was acquired by Philip Duke of 
Burgundy, and by him tranfmitted to hi^ 
dcfcendants, the Province of Hsr^^rjault, and 
with it the Provinces of Holland, Zeland, 
and Friefland, This Prince has been 
diftinguiftied by the title of Philip the 
,Good| auiappellation to which he i$ in fome 
(legr^e entitled from the geners^l mildpefs 

of 
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of his government : but impartial Hiftoiy 
will always reproach him with the wtbngft 
done to the Countefs of Haynault j and his 
unkind and ungenerous treatment of this 
Princefs, his kinfwoman, and the unfair 
advantage that he drew from her errors in 
condud, errors that merit great indulgence, 
imprint a deep and indelible ftain on his 
memory. 

Jacoba, who, in place of all her pom- 
pous titles, now bore only the title of 
Countefs of Oftervant, paffed into Zeland, 
to tafte the pleafures of a humble ftation, 
in the company of a hufband to whom fhe 
had given fuch proofs of entire afFedlion. 
Hiftory has not fpoken of her in her re- 
treat, but it appears that her life did not 
laft long beyond this period. She died at 
the age of thirty-iix, and was buried in 
the tomb of the Counts of Holland. In 
her retirement, fhe had fometimes amufed 

herfdf 
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herfelf in framing vdhs of earthen wafc i 
many of thefe have been found in the lake 
that furrounded the Caflle where (he re-, 
fided, and were long religioufly kept by 
the people of the country, who named them 
the vales of the Lady Jacoba of Hay- 
naultr 



SEC- 
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•SECTION XllL 

IN the church of Notre-Dame in Bruges 
lie interred the remains of Charles the Bold» 
thi laft Duke of Burgundy. The hiftory 
of Charles tl\e Bold conveys an important 
leffon to the ambition of Princes. The 
gjreatnefs of the hpufe of Burgundy, raifed 
by the fucceffive cares of three fortunate 
Princes his predeceffors, had attained a high 
elevation when Charles began to reign; 
and temperate, magnanimous, and brave, 
this Prince poffeffed many of the virtues 
that belong to a Sovereign. But his good 
qualities were overpowered by an unbound- 
ed ambition, and the unconquerable love of 
arms, which precipitated him into underr 
takings rafh and hazardous, that in the end 
wrought his own overthrow, and the cala- 
mity of his houfe and people. 

On 
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On the death af his father Philip the 
Good, Charles fucceeded to the States o£ 
Burgundy, as^ well as to the dominions of 
Philip in the Netherlands* The Provinces 
of the Netfa^Iands flounfhed at thaf time 
beyond all the countries of Europe in arts* 
in commerce, and in wealthy and populous 
cities. Philip had united almoft all thdk 
Provinces under his command, a|^d Charles 
now crowned that dominion by the accef*- 
fion of the Province of Gdderland. The 
, wealth of his States, together with the vaft 
treafutes that had been accumulated by 
Philip his father, the moft opulent Prince of 
his age, raifed the power of Charles to an 
equality with that of the greateft Monarchs. 
His own perfonal qualities^ and undaunted 
courage in war, added to the refpe<^ in 
which he was held among the Princes oi 
Europe. 

' An early animofity had taken place be- 
tween this Prince and Ix>uis the Eleventh, 

King 
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King of France. Charles, during the life 
of his father, and whilft he yet bore only 
the title of Count of Charolois^ had car- 
ried his arms into Ftancfe, where he had 
ftirred up a dangerous war againft Louisi 
and, at the battle of Mont-Pheri^ waged 
againft that Prince, tontradted that love of 
war, which afterwards became his ruling 
pailion. Since the death of his father^ 
Charles had given proofs of the fame hoflile 
difpofition towards Louis^ and by his en« 
terprifes kept that monarch in conilant 
alarm and inquietude. In Germany, the 
fevere vengeance which Charles had infli<Sed 
on the city bf Liege, had impreifed the 
terror of his arms on the Princes of the 
Empire that were his neighbours; and 
the Emperor Frederic, though remote, \vas 
not without apprehenfions from his war- 
like and ambitious fpirit. In England, he 
was joined in league with Edward the 
Fourth, who now triumphing over the 
T houfe 



t74 SKETtREt OP tut HISTORY OF 

houfe of Ltncafter, had advanced the houfe 
of York to the Englifti throne. Edward, 
when driven from England by the Earl of 
Warwick, had fought an afylum in the 
States of the Duke : Charles had efpoufed 
Margaret of York, the fifter of Ed\Vard, 
and, as i mark of refped: for the Englilh 
King, wore the order of the Garter; whilft 
Edward, in token of like amity, wore the 
order of the Duke, the Golden Fleece- 
The league that fubfifted between thefe 
Princes tended to increafe theapprehenfions 
which Louis of France entertained from 
the power of Charles. 

One only daughter, Mary of Burgundy, 
was the heirefs of the dominions of the 
Duke; and that circumftance was artfully 
improved by Charles to the purpofcs of his 
ambition. Many Princes, drawn by the 
profpedl of fo rich a fucceffion, afpired to 
the marriage of Mary of Burgundy ; and 
Charles, holding the fuitors of the Princcfs 

in 



in fufpenfc, or flattering tl^m with hopes 
which he«ftilj delayed to fulfil,, added to his 
own iniportaxice, and rendered. many Sove- 
itigns in Europe dependent upon him. 

Elated with the greatnefs of his houfe, 
and with conftant fuceefs, Charles, now in 
the £xth year of 'his reign, fought to deco- 
rate his family with a royal title* For this 
purpofe, he folicited the Emperor Frederic 
to iaife his States into a Kingdom, hy the 
title of that antient Kingdom of Burgundy, 
of which a part was contained in his domi- 
nions. Frederic, gained by the hope which 
Charles gave of beflowing the Princef^ 
Mary in marriage on his fon, the Archduke 
Maximilian, confented to his requefl, and 
Triers on the Mofelle was appointed as the 
place where Charles was to be crowned 
King of. Burgundy. The prep^ations for 
this augufl ceremony were made by the . 
Duke with the magnificence fuitable to his 
greatncfs : the fceptre, tlys crown richly 
T 2 adorned 
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adorned with diamond^, the royal throneV 
were provided; and Charles, at the time 
appointed, made his entry into Triers with 
mighty pomp, and a fplendid retinue. The 
Emperor alfo repaired to Triers, according 
to his promife, though the pomp of his ap^ 
pearance could not vie with the fplendour of 
the Duke of Bui^undy : but before the day 
arrived that had been fixed for this folem* 
nity^ Frederic fuddenly withdrew from 
Triers, crofling the Mofelle by night ; ap*« 
prehending, as fome have faid, that Charles 
fought to delude his fon with the hope of a 
marriage, as he had deluded many Princes, 
or jealous, ds others have written, left the 
title of King' fhould infpire ftill higher 
thoughts into the ambitious mind of the 
Duke. 

Difappointed in the hc^e of adorning his 
houfe with royal dignity^ Charles turned his 
whole thoughts to war and conqueft, and 
revolved vaft and magnificent ideas of em- 
pire 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 277 ^ 

pire in his mind. Mafter of the Provinces 
of Gelderland and Holland, lying at the 
liiouth of the Rhine, and having acquired 
the country of Ferette, lying alfo on the 
Rhine, in the higher part of its courfe not 
far from Switzerland, he thought of nothing | 
lefs, than of afcending from Gelderland by. 
that river, till he had taken into his domi* 
nion the long courfe of the Rhine, with 
the numerous cities and fortreffes fituated 
on its banks, from the borders of Switzcr* 
land as far as the ocean. As the Duchy of 
Lorraine made ^ feparation of his States in 
the Netherlands from his Province of Bur- 
gundy, he meditated the conqueft of Lor- 
raine ; and when that conqueft was com- 
pleted, he hoped to advance his arms fouth- 
ward, along the banks of the Rhone, till 
he had ftretched his territory from the 
ihores of Holland to the coafts.of the Me- 
diterranean Sea, Even the Alps did not 
bound th? ^ipbitious views pf the Duke | * 
T 3 and 
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and he managed alliances with the Princca 
of Savoy and Milan, that he might the 
better, by their, aid, carry his arms into 
Italy.' The attainment of the Imperial 
dignity completed that mighty fabric of 
greatncfs which Charles had raifed in ima^ 
gination. 

The competition between two Princes in 
Germany, for the Eledlorate of Cologne, 
fumilhed Charles with a pretext for carry-* 
ing his arms to the Rhine. E/pouiing the 
caufc of one of the competitors, he laid 
fiege to the ftrong city of Nuys, fituated 
on the Rhine, pretending that he fought to 
gain that city for the Prince whofe caufe he 
maintained, whilfl in efFedl he hoped to 
hold it for his own advantage. But the 
fecret ambition of Charles was well underi- 
flood j and the fiege of Nuys excited an 
alarm, that flirred up a powerful confede- 
racy againft him. Cologne, and other Im- 
' perial cities on the Rhine, forefeeing the 

yoke 
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yoke with which they were menaced, fent 
large fuecours to the befieged. Louis of 
France raifed up enemies to Charles in the 
Swifs, who invaded his country of Bur- 
gundy » and in the Duke of Lorraine, who 
invaded his province of Luxemburg. The 
Enipcror arid Princes of Gerniahy,. already 
jealous of the deiigns of the Duke, were 
farther ftimulatcd by Louis, and a vaft 
army, compofed of the troops of the 
Empire, advajiced to the relief of Nuys. 
Charles, having wafted much time before 
this city, was at length, from this power- 
ful oppofition, compelled to abandon his 
cnterprifc, and to raifc the fiege. 

The bad fucccfs on the Rliine did not 
difcourage Charles from purfuing his ambi- 
tious fchemes, and the cpnqueft of Lorraine 
next engaged his attention. The State of 
Liorraine, lying on the borders of Luxem- 
burg, \^as now governed by its Duke 
Rcigniier ; a prince defcended from an xl^ 
T 4 luftrious 
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kiftrious boufe, (hat had held the fove« 
reiffoty of that cowitxy with ^oiy for fome 
centuries. The invafion of Luxemburg hy 
Reignier had irritated Charles, and he now 
fought at once to gratify his refentment 
and ambition in conquering Lorraine. 
Reignier, though a prince of a gallant fpi*« 
nu fwad himfelf too wedc to contend 
with the f<»-ce of the Duke of Burgundy ^ 
and ho was now abandoned by the King of 
France, at whofe folicitation he had been 
induced to take up arms ^gainft Charles. 
Liouishad concluded a treaty with the Duke 
of Burgundy, and, deiii^us' to gain into his 
power the . unfortunate, though perfidious. 
Count de St, Paul, wha had taken refuge 
with Charles, and whom Charles^ tQO neg« 
ligent of his honour, yielded up, confented 
for that price to abandon his ally, t|xe Duke 
of Lorraii^. Nancy, the capital of Reig^ 
rtier, was befieged and taken : the couptfy 
pf Lorraine, fubdued, was compeHed to 

fwcar 
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fwear fealty to the Duke of Burgundy ; and 
Reignier, an exile from his own dominions, 
was conftrained to *ake refuge at the Court 
of the King of France, by whom he had 
been deferted. ' 

By the acquifition of Lorraine, the do^ 
minions of Charles now extended, without 
interruption, from die fhores of Holland to 
the baaks of die H^ne; and, lifted up by 
this good fortuiw, he was the more bent to 
purfue his plans i^f conqQcft* The terrors 
of LouiS' were redoubled by 'the rapid fuc- 
cefs of the Duke of Burgundy ; and he 
waited with extreme inquietude to know on 
what fide that Prince was now to dired his 
^ms, not (faring openly to violate the 
league, yet determined to exert all his ef- 
forts fecretly to retard the progrefs of 
Charles, The country of Switzerland bor- 
ders pn Burgundy. The Swtfs, no lefs 
, than the Duk? of Lorraine, had incurred 
the refentment gf Charjes, haying takf n up 

?trms 
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arms againft him at the folicitation of 
Louis, and invaded his province of Bur-- 
gundy, whilft he laid fiege to Nuys. In 
revenge of this injiuy, Charles now deter-* 
mined to carry his arms into Switzerland, 
to chaftife the infolence of the Swifs, and 
to fubdue a countiy by which his paflfagc 
was opened to the Alps. 

The. fmall republic of the Swifs had 
taken its feeble beginning above a centuiy 
before th^s period. Long the fubje&s of 
the houfe of Auftria, whofe Princes, under 
the title of Coxmts of Haplburg, had their 
firft feat in Switzerland, the Swifs had 
withdrawn tbemfelves from obedknce to 
their antient maflers, and ftill held a con^ 
Aid: to maintain their independence. PrefTed 
by the arms of the Auftrian Princes, and 
inclofed by lakes and mountains, the Swifs 
were at this time an obfcure people, little 
known beyond their own rude bounds, and 
their force feemed in no degree able to fuftain 

a con^ 
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a conteft with that gi^at Power by wbkh 
they were now n>enaced. Bat, enUiedito 
war and hardships in that moijnt*inBOiit 
Vegion, and animated With the Jovepfli* 
berty, they had acquired difcipline ifi;9fnai$, 
and invincible courage ; and the iavafioa t>f 
this country by Charles was deftiiMid. to 
raife the Swifs to renown,* and to Htorikrfhf 
humiliation 6f the Ehfee of BurgundyJ 

The Swifs, bearing of the dapgrr thkA 
threatened, them;, fought by hiiipble mcf^ 
fages to deprecat6> the wiatb of Chftlles. 
They reprefented the, poverty of their coun-* 
try, whicK, as they faid, equalled ndtia 
value the bits of his borfesJand the fpurs of 
his Knights, They offered to renounce all 
alliance with the King of France,' dind un- 
dertook to fupply Charles conftantly with a 
body of > troops to aid him in all his wars. 
But thefe * condefcenfions • availed not wkh 
the haughty Duke; and the Swifs found 
that their only refource was in their arms. 

Having 
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Having obtained a fufpenfion of hoftilitics 
horn the houfe of Auftria, by the mediation 
of Louis, and having drawn together fbine' 
fticcours fiwn the neighbouring Imperial ci- 
ties on die Rhine, they prepared themfelvcs 
fbr a ifarong defence. Meantime, Charles 
advanced from Burgundy into Switzerland, 
followed by a powerful army, and difplay-. 
irtg his magnificence in the rich furniture of 
his tents, in which were contained his coftly 
pkte, and his moft precious jewels. 

The firft encounter of the Swift with 
Charles was near the city of Granfon, not 
f» from the lake of Ncuf-Chatel. Charles 
had befieged and taken Granfon, and had 
ft^ned his arms, as it is faid, by a6bs of 
crueky, when he was informed, that the 
Swifs were advancing through the moim-* 
tains to give him battle. His Generals 
cobnfelled him to wait for the coming of 
the Swifs in the open plain, whcr^ his. horfc 

and 
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land artiiteiy could a£t with tAott sdNsxi^^ 
lage : but he defpifed this counfel> and 1^ 
on his troops to encounter the eneftiy«> 
Sicarcewerc his firft ranks engaged in thtf 
narrow paffes between the moimtains> when 
they, were x:hargec} with vigour by the 
iSwifs, and cottipdled to retreat haflily to 
the main army, which was yiet in the pl^n^ 
Their retreat> which bore the a|>pearance of 
e. (light, communicated terror to the maia 
army. A general rout cnfu^j and th9 
Duke himfelf, ftmck with the iame panic 
which had feji^ed his troops^ fled with pre*- 
cipitation. Tht camp of Ch^irles, with kg 
fijmptuous fumitune and rich plate/ fjU 
into the hands of the Swifs> whofe happy . 
finnplicity knew not the value of that: 
wealth which became their booty* A S wi(s 
foldier then fold, for no h%her a price 
than a florin* the prec^o^s diamond 
i>f .the Puke of BujgundyT efteemcd theV* 

moft 
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mofl vduabie in Europe, and kxig after 
the brighteft jewel in the crown of France; 
The defeat of Granfon was attended with 
little flaughter, as the Swifs poiTeired no 
cavaliyi with which they could make a 
purfiiit : but it gave a fenfible wgund to 
the military reputation of Charles* whole 
allies began alieady to waver in tbeir friend- 
fiiip to him. The fecond battle was more 
fiital and Uoody. Charles, who had retired 
to Laufanne, having foon aiTembled a pow« 
erful army, impatient to revenge the affront 
which his arms had fuftained, advanced to 
- befiege the city of Murat, fituated by a lake 
of the fame name. The Swifs, who had 
been reinforced by a body of German tf oops, 
raifed by money that had been fupplied by 
Louis, not declining the combat^ advanced 
alfo to Murat, and prefented tlwmfelves in 
order of battle. A conflid: enfued, in 
which the army of Charles was again dif- 

comfited. 
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comfitcd, and put to flight : but the Swifs 
had now prepared a body of cavalry, with 
which they were able to improve their vic- 
tory, and eight thoufand of the troops of 
the Duke of Burgundy were flain in the 
field, and in the flight. A chapel, that was 
eredled near Murat, by the Swifs, on occa- 
fion of this victory, and in which wctc 
heaped the bones of the flain, ftiilTemain$ 
to record this reniarkable triumph- of the 
Swifs, which fpread their fame through all 
Europe. The Duke of Lonaine fought on 
the fide of the Swifs in the battle of Murat. 
This Prince, who had been coldly received 
at the Court of France, had paflfcd into 
Germany, from whence he had hafl:ened to 
Switzerland; and, fortunately arriving a 
few (lours before the engagement began, 
partook with the Swifs the perils of a bat- 
tle, from which he drew fignal honour and 
advantage. . * 

The 
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The bfs of two^ gitat battles in the fpac« 
of little more than a months wrought a 
yiolent effed: on the minid of Charles, long 
accuftomed to profpeious fortdiie. Retiring 
to his caftte of La Riviere on the frontiers 
of Burgundy, he gave himfelf Up entirely 
tQ ckagrin, ncgledling his drefs, permitting 
ius. beard to grow, fhnnning all interoomrfe 
with men, and converfing only with his 
own dark and difcontented thoughts. This 
&vage and folitary humour, to which the 
Duke delivered himfelf for fome weeks^ 
gave a (hock to Im und^rftanding, the ef^ 
fedls of which were vifibfc frcrni this time 
to his death* Whilft Chafes gave himfelf 
up to his difcoiitent,* the Duke of Lorraine,^ 
aided by the Swifs, who thus requited his 
fervices at the battk of Murat, entered into 
the country of Lorraine, and gained poflef«- 
(ion of Nancy. This intelligence conveyed 
to Charles, to whom time and medicine had 

I now 

1 
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now applied fbmefeftiedy, roafed him from 
that ftate of gloomy ina<Stion in which he 
had remained fo long, that, rcfiiming hiis 
martial adlivity, he led his army into Lor- 
raine, to oppofe the progrefs of Reignier* 

At the approach of Charles, the Duke of 
Lorraine retreated into Germany, that he 
might collect a larger force. The winter 
feafon was now in its feverity, and the 
troops of Charles, exhaufted by the fatigues 
of the campaign, fk)od in need of repofe : but 
Charles, led on by his own impetuous cha- 
radcr, detemiined, againJt the opinion. of 
all his \ Generals, to befiege the city of 
Nancy. Whilft the fatigufes of a fiege are 
added to the former labours of his troopg^ 
Reignier, to whofe aid the gold of France 
had not been wanting, returns into Lorraine 
with a numerous army compofed of Swife 
and Germans. The Generals of Charles 
now diffuadedhim from trying a battle, re^ 
prefenting that his army, haraffed by fa- 
U tigues, 
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tigucs, and difpiritcd by defeats, was alfo 
much inferior to the army of Rcignier ; blit 
the obftinacy of Charles permitted him not 
to hearken to thcfc counfels. In the mo* 
ment when the two armies were about to 
engage, an Italian Nobleman, who com- 
manded a party of horfe in the fervice of 
Charles, and in whom that Prince greatly 
confided, gained by the gold of Louis, 
fuddenly deferted with the troops under 
his command to the. Duke of Lorraine; 
Charles, though aftoniflied at this treachery, 
yet perfiftcd in his purpofe of coming to an 
engagement; whilft the Swifs, whofe ho- 
neft nature detcited all aSs of perfidy, with 
a noble difdain refufed to admit the Italian 
into their rank^, and compelled him to ftand 
apart with his troops, dil the battle was 
decided* When the armies engaged, the 
event of the conflii^ was no other than had 
been forefeen ; and the rafhnefs of Oiaiies, 
unfortunate to his arajy^ was fetal to him»- 

felf. 
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fclf* The arms of the Swifs were again 
victorious, and the triumph of the Duke<?f 
Lorraine was complete. Amidft the rout 
of the troops of Burgundy, the fate of 
Charks himfelf was for fome time un- 
known ; while fome affirmed that he was 
^ flain in battle, and others reported that he 
had efcaped unhurt from the field. At 
length, after fome days, his body was found 
among the morafTes, that were now con- 
gealed by the froft, his face frozen faft to 
the ice on the pooh He perifhed in the 
flight, flain, as it is faid, by the weapons of 
German horfemen to whom his perfon was 
unknown. 

Thus, amidft mighty fchemes of empire, 
fell Charles the Bold, in the ftrength of his 
age, leaving the Princefe his daughter, and 
his States, to prove many difafters after his 
death, the bad effedts of his rafli and ungo- 
vcrned ambition. His body was interred 
with fuitable pomp by the Duke of Lorraine 
U z at 
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at Nancy, and afterwards from Nancjr 

tranfported to Bruges in Flanders. 

^* 

Thefe two great families, in ages paft fa 

difcordant, have in this century been united, 

and the blood of the contending Dukes of 

Burgundy and Lorraine is mingled in the 

veins of the Emperor, who now rules the 

Auftrian Netherlands, and who, confulting 

more the good of his people, has fought, by 

the arts and improvements of peace, to ad-* 

vance the welfare of thofe States, on which 

his anceftor Charles the Bold, by his paffiotl 

for war and conqucft, drew a long train of 

calamities* 
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SECTION XIV. 

THE reign of Albert and Ifabella makes 
a remarkable aera in the Hiftory of the Auf- 
trian Netherlands, and many monuments 
in this country prcferve the memory of thefe 
Princes. 

Philip the Second, whofe tyranny had 
caufed the general defection in the Low- 
Countries, having regained thofe Provinces 
that were then fly led the Spanifh, and have 
iince been named the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, appointed towards the end of his 
reign his kinfman, the Archduke Albert, 
brother to the Emperor Rodolph, to the 
regency of the reconciled Provinces. Al- 
bert filled that high flation with ability, and 
gained the efleem, as well of the States that 
he governed, as of the Spanifh Monarch. 
His civil adminiflration was jufl, and he 
U 3 cpnduded 
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condudtcd not without reputation that dif- 
ficult war which Spain waged with Holland, 
now powerfully aided by the arms of Eng- 
land and of France ; the taking of Calais, 
of Ardres, and of Amiens gave luflre to the 
militaiy chara^er of this Prince, 

When Albert had poffeffed this dignity 
for fome time, Philip took the rcfolution of 
beftowing in marriage on the Archduke his 
daughter the Infanta Ifabella, and of ceding 
to thefe Princes the fovercignty of the 
Spaniih Low- Countries, The defire of 
making a fuitable eftablifhment for the 
Princefs his daughter had fome Ihare in 
prompting Philip to take this refolution ; 
hut it W4S chiefly infpired by the hope, that 
the Provinces of Holland, alienated from 
Spain^ might be conciliated to new Sovct 
reigns, who came to refide in thcL Nether* 
lands. An important condition was an- 
nexed to the refignation of Philip, that if 
no iflUe fhould fpring from the marriage of 

Albert 
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Albert and Ifabella, the Low-Countries, 
after their deceafe, fhould return to the 
dominion of Spain. The ceflion made by 
Philip was fignified to the States of the 
obeying Provinces, in that fame palace at 
Bruffels, in which Charles the Fifth had 
formerly made the abdication of his- em- 
pire in favour of Philip. The Archduke, 
who had entered into the ecclefiaftic order, 
and who had been raifcd to the rank of a 
Cardinal, quitted the ecclefiaftic ftate, that 
he might marry the Infanta, and the ef. 
poufals were folemnized at Madrid, though 
not till Philip the Third had fucceeded to 
the throne of Spain by the death of his 
father. 

By the tranflation of this fovereignty to 
Albert and Ifabella, an important change 
was wrought in the Auftrian Netherlands* 
Thefe Provinces, which for almoft a cen- 
tury and a half, fince the death of Charley 
the Bc^d, had formed a part of a great 
U4 Empire, 
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Empire, were now disjoined from that 
Monarchy, and being ereded into a diftiR^ 
Principality, prefented a faint image of their 
antient fitnation under the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, 

Albert and Ifabella paffed from Spain in- 
to the Low-Countries to take poffeflion of 
their new dominions, and fixed their refi-r 
dence at Bruffcls. The Archdukes, for fo 
thefe Princes were flyled, affumed, but with 
a vain title, the name of Sovereigns of the 
Netherlands. The Provinces of Holland 
were not induced by the ceflion of Philip, 
to depart from their purpofe of fprming an 
independent State. Albert, who had ac- 
quired reputation in war during his. regen- 
cy, having tried in vain by aAs of perfua-* 
fion to win back the revolted Provinces, 
fought but with fmall fuccefs to reduce them 
by force of arms, The fuperior genius of 
PrinceMaurice of Naflau triumphed oyer the. 
Archduke in the battle of Newport, Oftend, 
* befiegecj 
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bcficged by Albert, gallantly defended by its 
garrifon,and not furrenderedtillit was aheap 
of ruins, having engaged, like an important 
fortrefs of late, the attention of Europe for 
three years, yielded when taken lefs advan- 
tage to the befiegers, than it (hewed the 
determined fpirit which the love of liberty 
had infpired into the befieged. At length a 
truce of twelve years was concluded, and 
Holland obtained that advantage, of which 
too exad: a parallel has been exhibited 
in the contcft of Anierica with Britain, 
that Spain, the antient Sovereign of Hol- 
land, renounced all authority over the re- 
volted Provinces, and confenitcd to treat 
with them as with an independent^ iState. n 
. Albert and Ifabella continued to reign in 
that part of the Low-Countries which own- 
ed their fway, the Aiiftrian Netherlands 
^nd the Province of Artois ; and their go- 
vernment was fortunate and beneficial to 
$hofe countries, The Archduke pofleffed 

in 



«98 UETCHES OF THE HISTORY 01 

in a high d^ee the pacific virtues fo con« 
ducive to the happinefs of mankind ; and 
that repofe which followed the truce with 
Holland^ was happily employed to compofe 
the ftate of Provinces that had been con- 
vulfed by a long war of forty years. The 
good laws of former Princes were reftored : 
new ordinances were enad:ed beneficial to 
the ilate: the Perpetual Edi^, a law of 
grcit refpedt in the Auftrian Netherlands, 

was framed at this period : jurifprudence 
was placed on a firmer bads, and the tran^ 
quality of ihe citizen better fccured, Ordprt 
purity and gravity of manners prevailjed at 
the Court of Albert and Ifabella ; and the 
fatisfaftion which the people of thefe Pro- 
vinces felt in behdding their Sovereigns 
among theijif was heightened by the virtues 
pf thefe Princes, and by the mildnefs an4 
j^uity of their adminiftration. 

Science and literature alfo adorned this 
reigOt Many men eminent for their leam^ 

ing 
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ing are numbered at this time in the Flemifh 
Provinces, and the care of the Archdukes 
was happily applied to the advancement of 
fciencc. Albert and Ifabella, atLouvain^ 
did not difdaih to vifit the fchool of Lip- 
fius at the hour when that learned profifflbr 
gave his public lecture : the unpremcdi-f 
tated difcourfc which Lipfius pronounced on 
this occafion ftill re!nains> fraught with eru- 
dition after the manner of thofe times, but 
well adapted to his illuftrious Hearers, and 
conveying inftru6lion in no Uncourtly ilyle, 
Bentivoglio, whofe elegant genius hag 
adotned .the Hiftory of the Low-Countries^ 
r^fided aa the Nuncio of the Pope at the 
Court of the Archdukes, and was cheriftied 
By thofe Princes, to whofe virtues he has 
borne ample teftimony. The reign of AU 
bert and ifabella is alfd the aera, in which 
th^ elegant arts of this countiy attained to 
tl^irhigheftperfeftion, theagc of Rubens* 
ofVaodyke.of Crayer, pf Van- Veen, The 

Archdukes 
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Archdukes lionoured with many teftimoNi 
nies of their efteem thofe celebrated Painters, 
whofe genius added fo much honour to their 
countiy. Van- Veen, who had drawn the 
notice of Albert by the decoration of the 
. triumphal arches which graced the entry of 
that Prince into Antwerp, was rewards 
ed with honourable employments. This 
painter, the mafter of Rubens, was defcended 
from an illuftrious family in Brabant, arid 
to (kill in his own profeflion added the 
merit of an hiftorian and poet. Rubens, 
who to his talerits as an artift added politi- 
cal knowledge, and the accompliihment? 
of a courtier, was employed as an ambaf- 
fador in England, where he has left fo 
many monuments of his genius as a painter. 
The particular refped which the unhappy 
Charles the Firft of England, an admirer 
and judge of the elegant arts, bore to 
Rubois, is well known. Eminent Sculp- 
tors and Architects alfo flouriihed at this 

time 



time in Flanders, and were efteemed a^d re* 
warded .hy the Court of Bruffels. , 

Diftinguifhed by the virtues of the So-- 
vereigns, by many ads of public utility, 
and by the praife of arts, and letters, the 
reign of Albert and Ifabella has been long 
held in grateful remembrance in the coun- 
tries that they governed. The con]{>arifoa 
of 4:he ftate of thefe Provinces under thefe 
Pripces, and in the enfuing period, when. 
Under the government of Spain, they feU 
with a quick and maaifeft decline^ may 
perhaps ajfo have added to the veneration 
that is paid to the memory of the Arch- 
dukes. Among the virtues of Albert and 
Ifabella, their piety and religion have been 
highly celebrated ; but it may be remarked, 
that the weak fuperftition of Spain entered* 
largely, into their religious charadler. The 
piety of Albert and Ifabella difplayed itfelf 
in rich prefents to Ihrines and altars, in 
the introduction of new monaftic orders 

into 
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into a country already filled with Monks, 
in' the foundation of convents on which 
were beftowed large fumSt that were ill 
fpared from the fervices of the State. Mi- 
rades obtained an ea(y belief with thefe 
Princes ; and the miraculous image of our 
Lady of Halle in Brabant, celebrated by 
the pen of Lipfius, was honoured with 
their particular veneration. The relics are 
ftiU fliewn, which the Archduke, though a 
prince 6f undoubted courage, wore at the 
battle of Newport. The hermitages re* 
main amidft the woods of Soigne, to which 
Ifabdla was accuftoined tp withdraw, and 
where fhe devoted no fmall part of her time 
to religious penitences and feverities. From 
an opinion of fandity anneiced to the mo- 
nadic order, Albert was interred at BruiTels 
in the habit of a Francifcan Monk, and 
Ifabella in the habit of a Sifter of the order 
of St. Clare. The religious weaknefs of 
thefe Princes fpread itfelf among their fub- 

jefts ; 
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jeds ; and much of the iuperiUtion of this 
country may be juftly traced back ta^fiie 
reign of Albert and Ifabella. . . ^ 

Ifabclla furvived the Archduke many 

years, and governed after his death with 

moderation and wifdom : the war renewed 

with Holland, and not more fortunately 

purfucd, difturbed the public tranquillity. 

Ifabella, though fuperftitious and weak in 

nutters rdatingto religion, in other refpedls 

pc^effed firmnefs and vigour of mind: 

Bentivoglio has preferred the animated 

harangue whidi Ihe delivered to the army 

before the battle of Newport. Thejunbi- 

tion of Philip, her father, had once deflined 

for this Princefs a brighter crown than that 

of the Auftrian Netherlands; but France op* 

pofed her Salic law, and all the faftions of 

that Kingdom agreed to treat the preten- 

iions of Spain as chimerical and vain. 

Albert and Ifabella dying without iffuc, 
the Catholic Low-Countries, after they had 

. been 



V^.-4« 
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been for thirty years feparatcd from thd 
gt^rhment of Sps^in, fell back into her 
dominion, and have iince continued to 
form a part of a great monarchy. In the 
war of the fucceffion to the Spanifh 
monarchy, the houfe of Bourbon, which 
, claimed that fucceffion by the will of the 
King of Spain, made a gift of the Spa-^ 
nifh Low-Countries to the Prince of Ba- 
^- .varia, .difpoffeffe4.of his own States by the 
. Allies i but that gift had httle efiecS,* iand 
the Prince of Bavaria could not much avaij 
himfelf of a title which he afterwards re- 
nounced at the treaty of Utrecht, ^ 

Would it cOTiduce to the welfare of thofe 
, ProvinceSj that they flibuld compofe a dif- 
tm€t principality, as formerly under Albert 
and Ifabella, or are they more happily fitu- 
ated as a dependency on a great Empire? 
This is ft queftion that may admit plaufible 
arguments on either fide. On one hand it 
may be iaid, that States are the befi govern- 
ed^ 
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td, where the attention of the Sovereign is 
not difl:rad:ed by the ca"re of dominions 
too much extended or divided ; that the beft 
laws will be franied where the Sovereign, 
refiding in the countries which he govems> 
is well acquainted with the ftate of his 
people ; that arts and letters are found to 
flourilh moft under the immediate eye 
of royalty; 4nd of the truth of thefe 
aflertions, no mean proof may be drawn 
from the reign of Albert and Ifabella. It 
may be added, that the Flemifii Provinces, 
though of no great extent, yet fruitful and 
papulous, compofe a re fpedlable principality, 
and that, confederated with other powers, 
or united in a ftri(9:er tk, as the circle of 
Burgimdy* with the Empire, they might 
fuftain their independence agaiixft that great 
Monarchy, which, lituated in their neigh- 
bourhood, threatens by its power to over- 
w^helm them. . 



On 
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On the other hand it may be urged, that 
thefe Countries, in their prefent pofition, as 
forming a part of a great Empire, are main- 
tained in all their privileges; that their 
profperity as a State yields little to that of the 
moft profperous nations of Europe ; and 
that, fupported by the mighty power of 
Auftria, they find the moft ^ffedual fecurity 
againft the formidable ambition of France. 
It may be added, that the prefent reign 
affords the example of a Prince, whofe mind 
embraces all the parts of a Vaft empire, ind 
who conducts with a firm hand the gdverh- 
ment of countries that are feparated from 
each other by wide diftances., * 

Arguments of this kind may be ntgid 
on either fide of this queftion. An opinion 
has been entertained of late, that there was 
a likelihood that thefe Provinces might 
affume again that form which they took 
under Albert and Ifabella. The report has 
been fpread, that the Imperial Court had 

enter'- 
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entertained the defign of exchanging the 
Auftrian Netherlands for Bavaria, and that 
the Flemifh Provinces were to be eredled 
into a kingdom for the Princes of Bavaria, 
whofe houfe in antient times had fo often 
rivalled the Auftrian power in Germany, 
The meafures taken by many Princes of 
the Empire have fhewn, that they thought 
this report founded on no flight grounds. 
J^ cloud refts upon this important affair, 
through which it is not eafy to penetrate j 
and it may be deemed prefumptuous to treat 
9 fubje<9: that is involved in myftery, and con- 
Cipming which popular rumour is now moyc 
jilent. Happily fituated under the mild 
Auftrian government, the Flemifh Provinces 
have po caufe to defire to pafs under another 
domination ; and the reafons mufl be judged 
to be weighty, that can induce the augufJ: 
.poffefTor of the houfe of Auflria to transfer 
this antient patrimony of his family to a 
jrace of Strangers-Princes, 

X a S E C- 
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SECTION XV. 

A VAST dominion, compofed of 
nations of different name, and in which 
many languages are fpoken, obeys the 
Emperor Jofeph the Second* The admini- 
ftration of an enlightened Sovereign has 
diffufed its influence through all the parts of 
this great Empire. In Germany, in Bohe- 
mia, in Hungary, in Italy, many important 
aifts and wife regulations have difplayed the 
abilities of this Printe in the art of govern* 
ment, the acjlivity of his genius, and his dif^ 
pofition to advance the welfare of his people. 

The Auftrian Netherlands, a^s has appear-, 
ed in the courfe of thefe remarks, have been 
in no fmall degree indebted to the admini- 
ftration of this Sovereign, whether his care 
has been employed to raife thefe States to 
higher importance, and to give new energy 

to 
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to decayed arts and commerce, or to coriedk 
antient abufes, and fupprefs .vain infti- 
tutions .that had been long reverenced by 
fuperftitious zeal. 

But whilft an adive Prince extends his 
vkws on all fides, through thefe Provinces, 
he refpedls that conftitution which has 
been eftablifhed through fo many ages, and 
thofe privileges which his Flemifli fubjeds 
regard as their birthright, and as the foun- 
dation of their fecurity , 

The government of Jofeph the Second, 
beneficial to his own States, has alfo ex^ 
tended its influence into other countries, 
where the Sovereigns, imitating his ex-» 
jimple, have alfp everted themfelves to in-» 
ftitute falutaiy reforms, to diflufe the mild 
ipirit of toleration, and to correft the errors 
pf weak fuperftition? 

The eminent qualities difplayed by this 
Monarch, in the few years which have 
elapfed fince he afcended the throne, in- 

fpirc 
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fyixe the confidence that the future part of 
his reign will be happily direded to promote 
the interefts of his empire, and of humanity, 
A general tranquillity is now eflablifhed in 
£urope» and gives leifure to Princes to bend 
their whole care to the government of their 
dominions. What an acceffion to the hap* 
pinefs of mankind, if philofophy, which has 
made fuch progrefs in this age, could engage 
Sovereigns to maintain this happy tranquil 
lity, and to feck their chief glory in the im** 
provcment and juft regulation cf the Stetcsi 
that arc committed to their charge ! 



THE END, 
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